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rUar> l8 - lid. Saudidefence minister to visit U.S., Europe 

1 RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia's Defence Minister 
P rince Sultan Ben Abdid Aziz will leave here next week for 
fk B "ON Washington, Pans and London. Saudi officials and diplo- 
UP! I mats said Tuesday. Prince Sultan, the thiid-highest ranking 

rfcHMl Saudi official, will visit Washington from Feb. 24 to March 
Vfln^V i . d* sources said. The defence minister said Iasi week that 

111 I Hr ^r 1 ^. l ° * e ~ Uniled States l ° so over with 
U u Q 1 III * e **** U ‘ Sl adimmst ratton whether there is a change in its 

v ' ™ U strategy on peace, Arabs and relations with the kingdom.*’ 

l ‘ (,i *h rn r>J Pnnce Sulmn wm then travel to Geneva, where he owns a 

palsu'.. ' Ul P alace ‘ before v,s,Un S from March 5-8. the sources 
no " 11 11 rd p. satd. He will return to Geneva for another private trip before 
' 4,1,11 l ain, fes heading for Britain around mid-March. No exact dales were 
Vs set for ihe trip to London. Prince Sultan said last week he 

'Kill,,, n0 . P 1 ™ 5 10 discuss bu y i "g weapons during his visit to 

I.-i, . 'K| the United States, and Saudi officials added the issue would 

. . .1 1 1,-7 not be on the agenda during his talks in Paris and London. 
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Parliament clears Ciller in probe 

.ANKARA (AP) — Lawmakers Tuesday gaxe final appro\-a! to 
clearing fomwr Prime Minister Tansu Ciiler of alleged impropri- 
ety in stale tenders. Parliament voted 327-172 and 27 1 -257 in two 
votes in favour of Mis. Ciller, now deputy premier and iVseign 
minister, following recommendations made hy a ptfliamcniury 
commission last momh not to send her lo trial Contrary votes 
would have stripped her of her cabinet positions and opened the 
way for prosecution in a special court. Mis. Ciller's remrc-right 
True Path Party and her coalition partner, the Islamic Welfare 
Party. ha\ e only 27S seals in parliament, three above majority. But 
many deputies from the main opposition party. Motherland, also 
voted in her favour. The probes, pushed by Welfare before they 
joined Ibices in a coalition last July, involved ihe state lender of 
an electrical company and the privatisation of shuns, in a siaie-nin 
ear factory. Mis. Ciller had been accused of onderinc ihe energy 
department 10 favour companies owned by her friends in public 
bids 10 build electricity distribution netwwio.. 
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Israeli peace activists demonstrate on Tuesday in the East Jerusalem Arab village of 
Umm Tuba against plans to build a Jewish settlement on the hilltop in the background 
(Reuters photo) 

Israel gives go ahead for 
roads around Jerusalem 

Decision deferred on building new settlement 


, ; ilIt ^ s OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
■ un ,»|v r 1 T he Israeli government decided Tuesday to 
•i 't'jiuIP Pu* wi*h plans to build a controver- 
<i.l-.„.\‘ s' 3 * new roa( I around Arab Easr 

‘ v . Jerusalem, but it postponed approval for 
, JU * C the creation of a new Jewish community in 
the Arab sector of the city. 

■ • 'iiiti’ liii; a statement issued by Prime Minister 

‘ '“' e Benyamin Netanyahu’s office said the 
’ •* ministerial commmirree on Jecusalem 
• , luna-Jr approved construction of a new highway 
l' !l '" n ‘d'— fcadinfr inte. northern Jerusalem through 
Pncr- occupied West Bank territory. 

.. ..'Rimma; It said the Highway 45 would provide an 
• !hi pret alternative route from Israel’s coastal plain 
1 .11 ihe Jk into Jerusalem to alleviate crowding on the 
, .in An* (r. main route from Tel Aviv. 

; K t “This is a highway of peace since it will 
.» iuiIj k* serve both the Jewish and Palestinian pop- 
... w> i . ; nj 2 uladons and will lead both to Ramallah and 
ttl H j] tf Amman," the statement said. 

'..ii;' nil ihti project includes building a ring road 

system on occupied territory east of 


Jerusalem that would link up with Highway 
45 and virtually encircle Arab East 
Jerusalem, which both Israelis and Pales- 
tinians claim for their capital. 

Also given preliminary approval was a 
new north-south highway that would lead 
from the settlement of Maale Adumirn five 
kilometres east of Jerusalem south through 
the West Bank to the Israeli town of Arad 
sourh of the Dead Sea. 

The various parts of the roads project are 
at different stages of advancement and will 
require further review by government plan- 
ning agencies and the ministerial commis- 
sion. officials said. 

At Mr. Netanyahu's request, the commit- 
tee postponed discussion of an explosive 
plan to build homes for some 25,000 Jews 
in the now-undeveloped East Jerusalem 
district of Mount Abu Gneim. which 
Israelis call Har Homo. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Japan and Lebanon discuss 
fate of Red Army suspects 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Japanese officials 
met with Lebanese law enforcement 
authorities here Tuesday to discuss the pos- 
sible extradition of five to seven suspected 
members of the Japanese Red Army arrest- 
ed id Lebanon, officials said. 

A three-member Japanese delegation 
which included the charge d’affaires at the 
Japanese embassy here met Attorney Gen- 
eral Adnan Addoum to discuss the arrests, 
said the judicial officials who requested 
anonymity. 

Masanori Yagi, the first secretary at the 
embassy, declined to confirm that those in 
custody were members of the Japanese Red 
Army, which has carried out a string of 
attacks around the world. 

“Several Japanese-like people were 
arrested.” he told AFP. 4, We are checking 
their identities with the Lebanese authori- 
ties because we still don’t have any confir- 
mation of who is who. 

“if it is confirmed that the detained are 
members of Red Army and have violated 
Japanese laws, Japan will seek their extra- 
dition,” he added. 

Lebanese officials speaking on condition 
they not be identified confirmed reports 
from Tokyo that five to seven Japanese Red 
Army members had been arrested, but there 
has been no official comment from the 
authorities here. 

The minister declined to say when the 
members of the extremist group were 
arrested or to provide their identities. 

Intelligence sources said, however, that 
five people were arrested on Monday by 
the state security apparatus, an intelligence 
agency headed by General Nabil Farhat and 
directly linked to the office of Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri. Other reports said seven 
were being held. 

Two of the suspects were seized in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley — one in 
Jeb Jennine in the western part of Bekaa 
and another in Bar Elias, near the Lebanese 
border with Syria, the sources said. 

They were token from homes belonging 
to Palestinians, the sources said, adding 
that the other three suspects were arrested 
in Beirut. 

We are now cooperating with the 
Lebanese government to try to confirm 
their identity.’’ Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yukihiko Ikeda told a news conference in 
Tokyo. 


“If it is confirmed that they are members, 
we would ask for them to be handed over to 
Japan." 

Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto said in Tokyo on Tuesday that 
one of the suspected Red Array members 
was Kozo Okamoto, 49. a key figure 
behind an attack in Israel in 1972. 

Okamoto was accused of involvement in 
the May 1972 attack against Lod Airport in 
Tel Aviv that left 26 people dead and 80 
wounded. 

He was sentenced to life in prison in 
Israel, but was freed in 1985 during a 
hostage swap between Israel and Palestin- 
ian guerrillas. 

The Japanese Red Army, formed in the 
early 1970s, was particularly active along- 
side Palestinian movements during the 
1970s and I9S0s. 

According to the Japanese media, the 
other four arrested are Kazuo Tohira. 44, 
Hisashi Matsuda, 48. Mariko Yamamoto, 
56, and Masao Adachi, 57. 

Tohira was arrested in May 1975 for forg- 
ing documents but was released by Japan- 
ese authorities as part of a deal to free 
hostages in the takeover of the U.S. con- 
sulate in KuaJa Lumpur in August that year. 

He is also implicated in the September 
1977 hijacking of a Japan Airlines plane in 
Dhaka. 

Maisuda, a key figure in a series of Red 
Army bank robberies in the 1970s. was also 
freed as part of the Kuala Lumpur hostage 
exchange and is on an international wanted 
list for illegally entering Hungary in July 
1994. 

Yamamoto, 56. and Adachi. 57, are want- 
ed for forging documents. 

Formed in 1971 and led by a 51-year-old 
Japanese woman called Fusako Shigenobu, 
the Red Army is believed to have about 30 
to 40 members mainly operating from its 
base in the Bekaa Valley. 

The attests follow the detention of three 
other Japanese suspects in Cambodia, Peru 
and Nepal in the past year. 

One. suspected of helping to hijack a 
Japan Airlines jet to North Korea in 1970, 
has been charged in Thailand with counter- 
feiting U.S. currency. 

Another, suspected of storming the 
French embassy in the Hague in 19 94. has 

(Continued on page 7) 


King stresses need for resumed Syrian-Israeli 
talks without ignoring what had been achieved 

HM begins Morocco visit after lauding German role and bilateral ties 


RABAT (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
arrived for an official visit 
to Morocco Tuesday that 
will focus on the Middle 
East peace process and 
cooperation between 
Amman and Rabat. 

JCing Hussein and Moroc- 
co's King Hassan II play a 
key role in easing tensions 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

King Hussein. who 
arrived here from Ger- 
many, called in Bonn earli- 
er in the day for the 
resumption of peace talks 
on the Syrian-Israeli track 
in order to achieve a com- 
prehensive peace in the 
Middle East. 

At a meeting with the 
chairman of the foreign 
affairs committee in the 
German Parliament, King 
Hussein said there was an 
urgent need to resume the 
talks between Syria and 
Israel without overlooking 
what has been achieved in 
the past five years. 

The talks should be based 
on the Madrid formula and 
the exchange of land-for- 
peace, he emphasised. 

Peace is the objective of 
the world community and is 
in the interest of all parties. 



His Majesty King Hussein is received upon his arrival in Rabat on Tuesday by King 
Hassan II of MorrocoC AFP Photo) 


he said, stressing that the 
peoples of the Middle East 
realise the importance of 
peace, security and stability 
as basis for development 
and progress. 

The King noted that a 
just and comprehensive 
peace would serve as a way 
out of the present situation 
and help move the region 


from the present situation 
to a better one enabling the 
region’s population to con- 
tribute to construction and 
development along with the 
rest of the world communi- 
ty. 

The peace process started 
by and pursued by Egypt, 
the King added, will not 
slop and will achieve its 


ends despite ihe obstacles 
because this process 
expresses the will of the 
people of ihe region and 
their desire to enjoy a bet- 
ter future. 

The King also stressed the 
need for the continuation of 
the peace process between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
on the basis of mutual con- 


Waiting Syria will not be forced into 
grinds on peace with Israel — Sharaa 

• T * DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syria will not be southern Lebanon before concluding a pea 

m g 1 TT“I C\ forced into a peace treaty with Israel. Foreign agreement with Syria. 


ensis 


LIMA (AFP) ' — The 
hostage crisis in Peru 
ground on Tuesday with 
no sign of a date for a new 
round of talks between the 
rebels holding 72 captives 
and the govemment. 

The Tupac Amaru Revo- 
lutionary Movement 

(MRTA) said in a statement 
Monday that proper negoti- 
ations had not begun 
because the government 
was still “unwilling to 
accept our bottom line ... 
which is freedom for our 
jailed brothers." 

President Alberto Fuji- 
mori said his government 
“is making major efforts to 
talk with the terrorists." 

Preliminary talks broke 
down Saturday after only 
three rounds and a four- 
member mediating team is 
now charged with drawing 
up a negotiating plan to be 
approved by both sides. 

Mr. Fujimori expressed 
cautious optimism over 
progress made in the three 
sessions of talks that ended 
in stalemate Saturday, 
adding that “of course we 
encountered some difficul- 
ties, as could be expected.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syria will not be 
forced into a peace treaty with Israel. Foreign 
Minister Farouk AJ Sharaa has said. 

Despite signs ihe United Stales is encouraging 
a resumption of the negotiations. Mr. Sharaa 
said Monday that no talks would begin unless 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
commits himself to a withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

“There are no serious signs from Ncianyahu 
about Ris readiness to return the entire Golan to 
Syria.” he said in an interview wich the Associ- 
ated Press. 

"The Israeli government wants to retain all or 
pans of the Arab lands and to impose peace 
accords with the Arabs by force." he added 

In Washington last week, Mr. Netanyahu said 
he was ready to meet Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad and that talks should resume without con- 
ditions. He added that he was ready to ’’take 
note" of territorial concessions offered by former 
Israeli governments. Talks between Syria and 
Israel were suspended last February following a 
series of suicide bombings by Palestinian mili- 
tants. Throughout the negotiations. Syria has 
insisted on the return of the Golan. 

Mr. Sharaa said the former Israeli government 
pledged to withdrew from the entire Golan 
Heights in return for an agreement on security' 
arrangements between the two countries. He said 
the Americans were aware of the details of the 
unwritten pledge. Syria has insisted the promise 
be binding, a contention Mr. Netanyahu has 
repeatedly rejected. 

Mr. Sharaa criticised Washington for not press- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu to commit himself to ’’the 
guarantees and assurances given to the Arabs." 

“The United States cannot ignore or retreat 
from pledges and by doing that it will give a dan- 
gerous impression which will undermine the 
American position and credibility not only 
among Arabs hut on the international arena." he 
said. 

Mr. Sharaa also renewed Syria's rejection of 
suggestions that Israel pull out unilaterally from 


southern Lebanon before concluding a peace 
agreement with Syria. 

Following the death of 73 Israeli soldiers 
bound for Lebanon in a helicopter crash this 
month, some Israelis have suggested withdraw- 
ing from southern Lebanon before a treaty with 
either Lebanon or Syria is reached. 

Mr. Sharaa said if Mr. Netanyahu was sincere 
about avoiding Israeli casualties, then “let him 
withdraw completely from the Golan Heights 
and South Lebanon." 

"Is it our duty to make it easy for the Israelis in 
South Lebanon lo guard their occupation there 
while our territory' is occupied?" he asked. 

Netherlands Foreign Minister Hans Wan Mier- 
lo said meanwhile the European Union lEU) will 
work to help revive the Israeli-Syrian track of the 
peace process. . 

He said lot the start of a 24-hour visit to Cairo 
that “in the coming months, it will not be impos- 
sible that Europe can take a positive role, to get 
Syria to the peace process again." 

"We look at our role, as complementary lo the 
Americans," he told reporters. 

"The Americans have a specific role in the 
process ... and I think that we have to look at our 
role, as complementary not as an absolute sepa- 
rate role.” said Mr. Van Mierio. 

“We should certainly avoid that the Americans 
play a role to the benefit of the Israelis, and 
Europe satisfies itself only to backing the Pales- 
tinians. We should try to avoid the division of 
roles.” he said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa said Ihe 
EU special envoy to the Middle East, Miguel 
Angel Moratinos. is expected in Cairo on Thurs- 
day for talks on the U.S. -sponsored peace 
process. 

Mr. Van Mierio. who met President Hosni 
Mubarak shortly after his arrival, acknowledged 
on the bilateral front that there were "some prob- 
lems in the agreements on the flower and the 
agriculture side" between Egypt and the EU. 

“What we are trying is to get the tw o countries 
more together, to find a solution for that." 


fidence and commitment to 
signed accords. 

Earlier Tuesday the King 
met the German minister of 
finance who pledged his 
country's continued back- 
ing for Jordan economical- 
ly through converting Jor- 
dan’s debts to Germany 
into grants and thrcuigh 
rescheduling debts to the 
Paris Club in the middle of 
next year. 

The German minister 
expressed his country \ 
appreciation of Jordan's 
role in combating poverty 
and unemployment and in 
implementing a package of 
measures serving as a 
social safety net. 

Answering a reporter’s 
question before departing 
for Morocco. King Hussein 
said: "Germany, along with 
the rest of the European 
Union, is contributing a 
great deal towards the 
development of Jordan and 
the region. We are particu- 
larly indebted to our Ger- 
man friends for what they 
have offered us and we 
hope that this help will con- 
tribute ro improving the 
people's living conditions 
as part of and a fruit of the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Police 

question 

Netanyahu 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
questioned by police Tues- 
day in connection with a 
growing influence-trading 
scandal in his government. 

Mr. Netanyahu answered 
questions in his office 
regarding allegations that 
his ally Arieh Deri condi- 
tioned his Shas Pony's sup- 
port for last month's 
Hebron deal on the 
appointment of an attor- 
ney-general who would 
reduce corruption charges 
against him, 

A team of three police- 
men led by chief investiga- 
tor Sandro Mazor met with 
Mr. Netanyahu around 
1 600 GMT about the Janu- 
ary 10 appointment of Roni 
Bar-On as Israel’s top judi- 
cial official. Officials said 
the interrogation could 
took several hours. 

Mr. Netanyahu had been 
scheduled to undergo ques- 
tioning last week but the 
encounter was postponed 
until after he returned 
Monday from a four-day 
U.S. visit. 

He is only the second 
Israeli premier to be ques- 
tioned by police while in 
office. Labour leader Shi- 
mon Peres was interrogat- 
ed in 1986 about the mur- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Iraq warns supply delays could cause more deaths 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi Health Minister Umid 
Medhat Mubarak warned Tues- 
day that many more Iraqis 
could die from what he said 
were U.N. delays in allowing 
medicine shipments under die 
oil-for-food deal. 

"Until today there is only one 
contract that has been approved 
by the Sanctions Committee out 

of the 347 contracts which have 
arrived there.” Mr. Mubarak 
told reporters. 

“This is the reason why we 
say that a delay of one day could 
cause" more dentils, the minister 
said while inaugurating a med- 
ical equipment exhibition in 
Baghdad which was attended by 
50 South Korean firms. 


“It is obvious it is delayed 
until now by some people in the 
U.N.,“ he said without naming 
names. "We are looking for- 
ward to seeing the contracts 
implemented." 

Iraq usually blames the Unit- 
ed States, which led an 
international force to free 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupation in 
1991. Iraq last week com- 
plained officially to the United 
Nations about the delays. 

Under the uil-for-food deal 
which took effect in Dec.. Iraq 
can sell $2 billion of oil in six 
months in pu\ fur food and 
medicine but also to defray 
U.N. costs and provide lor war 
reparations. ^ 

A total of $2 10 million is ear- 


marked for the purchase of 
medicine o\er six months. Mr. 
Mubarak said Iraq used to allo- 
cate $500 million a year lo buy 
medicine and medical equip- 
ment before the sanctions were 
imposed. 

Iraq, meanwhile called for the 
resignation of U-N. disarma- 
ment envoy Rolf Ekeus and told 
him to "go 10 hell" as he pre- 
pared for a new mission to 
Baghdad to search for banned 
long-range missiles. 

"Ekeus' new mission comes 
amid lies and allegations which 
we expected. although 
intem.it ionul public opinion is 
convinced Iraq has applied all 
U.N. resolutions.” the official 
Babel newspaper said 


The former Swedish diplomat 
who chairs the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) is 
due in Baghdad on Thursday 
after saying he suspected Iraq 
was hiding more than the six to 
16 missiles estimated previous- 
ly. Mr. Ekeus “has proven he 
was not objective and expressed 
his hostility toward Iraq, 
because he is trying to pursue 
the war launched in 1991” by 
the Western allies, said the 
newspaper run by President 
Saddam Hussein’s eldest son 
Udav. 

Babel asked “international 
and Arab public opinion lo 
demand the resignation of 
Ekeus because his goal is clean 
block any possibility of lifting 


the embargo." 

Under U.N. resolutions end- 
ing the Gulf war, Iraq must sat- 
isfy UNSCOM it has disman- 
tled its programs for weapons of 
mass destruction and missiles 
with a range over 150 kilome- 
tres before the oil embargo can 
be lifted. 

The Pentagon accused Iraq 
earlier this month of hiding up 

to 25 ballistic missiles in viola- 
tion of UN. resolutions. 

'The truth that everybody 
knows is that the missile game 
which Ekeus and the united 
suites is playing is only a dear 
attempt to delay application of 
the oil-for-food resolution.” 
Babel said “lei Ekeus, his lies 
and visits can go to hell,” it said 



2Home & Middle East News 


Egypt seen seeking 
foreign scapegoats 
for Copt massacre 


CAIRO (R) — Shaken by 
the massacre of 10 Chris- 
tians in a southern church, 
the Egyptian authorities 
have looked abroad for 
someone to blame for the 
bloodshed. 

Police say they are hunt- 
ing down six local men, 
apparently militant Isla- 
mists, but at the same time 
official statements say no 
true Egyptian could com- 
mit such a crime. 

The massacre last 
Wednesday, the bloodiest 
inside a church since the 
militant Gamaa A1 
IsLamiyah (Islamic Group) 
took up arms against the 
government in 1992. has 
reinforced a tendency to 
find foreign scapegoats for 
what most independent 
analysts believe is largely 
a domestic conflict. 

Interior Minister Hassan 
A1 Alfi this week revived 
allegations that Iran and 
Sudan continue to support 
the Gamaa, the largest 
organisation fighting for a 
strict Islamic state. Iran 
and Sudan both deny this. 

One of General Alfi’s 
ambitions for 1997 is to 
secure extradition from 
Europe and other parts of 
the world of Islamist lead- 
ers in exile. He constantly 
complains that European 
governments give such 
people political asylum 
and allow them to organise 
their followers inside 
Egypt from abroad. 

The consultative cham- 
ber of parliament, in a long 
debate on political vio- 
lence, has concentrated on 
what a working paper calls 
■‘the Foreign Dimensions 
of the Phenomenon of Ter- 
rorism.” 

Members have called for 
draconian measures 
against foreign states that 
refuse to hand over Egypt- 
ian fugitives and for 
tighter .'Cbritrols on bank 
transfers from abroad. 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, in a speech to par- 
liament on Monday, said 
the time had come to hold 
the international confer- 
ence on “terrorism” which 
Egypt has long advocated. 

Speaking of the attack on 
the church in Abu Qurqas. 
he said: "The aim was not 
to ignite sectarian strife. 
The target was the security 
and stability of the Egypt- 
ian people.” 

The government news- 
paper Al Akhbar. in a 
front-page editorial on the 
subject on Tuesday, dis- 
missed the gunmen who 
broke into the church as 
“agents of Egypt's ene- 
mies... unhappy with 
Egypt's progress and polit- 
ical stature." 

“They do not belong to 
the soil of the country or to 
the honest people of 
Egypt...They are hired 


killers who have sold 
themselves to the devil of 
criminal extremism." it 
added. 

“It is no accident this 
accident coincides with 
attacks on Egyptian posi- 
tions by Egypt’s enemies 
and dubious publications 
in league with Israel and 
the Jewish lobby." it said. 

Foreign analysts say that 
the Egyptian authorities 
may be putting the cart 
before the horse by con- 
centrating on the foreign 
links of the Gamaa, which 
undoubtedly do exist. 

“The Gamaa has domes- 
tic roots and foreign 
branches, not foreign roots 
and domestic branches," 
one diplomat said. 

“In the end the problem 
of political violence will 
be solved at home. Once 
that happens, any Gamaa 
leaders left in exile will 
run out of followers at 
home,” he added. 

The independent Egypt- 
ian Organisation for 
Human Rights (EOHR), in 
its analysis of the mas- 
sacre, said the Gamaa 
might have changed tac- 
tics and adopted a deliber- 
ate policy of trying to set 
Copts against Muslims 
and vice versa. 

The Gamaa has attacked 
Copts in the past but of 
about 1,100 people killed 
in the five years of politi- 
cal violence, some seven 
per cent were Copts — 
less than the proportion of 
Christians in the Egyptian 
population as a whole. 

If sectarian strife was the 
aim of the militants, the 
Egyptian authorities have 
acted swiftly to stop that 
happening. 

The grand Sheikh of A1 
Azhar, the mufti — the 
country’s highest Muslim 
spiritual advisor — and 
Religious Endowments 
Minister Mahmoud - Hamdi 
Zakzouk all went to Abu 
Qurqas to offer their con- 
dolences to the bereaved 
Christian families. 

Their message was that 
Egyptian society made no 
distinction between Mus- 
lim and Copt. The Christ- 
ian church hierarchy, 
which almost always 
avoids confrontation, 
heartily concurred. 

For a society where reli- 
gion still counts and where 
religious extremism is a 
political force, the Egypt- 
ian establishment has 
managed to keep relations 
between Muslims and 
Copts remarkably peaceful 
over the years. 

But the human rights 
organisation said the 
authorities must try harder. 
"EOHR urges (them) to 
promptly take positive 
steps that would promote 
tolerant values.” it said. 



King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain on Tuesday pose for photographers against 
the backdrop of the Sphinx and pyramids in Cairo (Reuter photo) 


Syria: Water is as important 
as land for peace in Mideast 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — A leading 
Syrian official says his country insists on 
ensuring its hold on water in the Golan 
Heights as much as it does on regaining the 
land itself as a condition for peace with 
Israel. 

Parliament speaker Abdul-Kader 
Qadoura told a water . symposium- held by 
the Arab parliament federation on Monday 
that any claim by Israel to water in the 
Golan or southern Lebanon, where Israel 
occupies a border strip, violated 
international law. 

"Syria will not relinquish its water rights 
under any circumstances," he said. "Syria’s 
insistence on restoring its water rights is as 
strong as its insistence on regaining its 
complete land." ’ 

Syrian-israeli peace calks stalled a year 
ago. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, elected last May, has made 
resuming the talks more difficult by refus- 
ing to live up to verbal agreements by the 
previous government to return the Golan. 

Israel seized the strategic heights in the 
1967 Mideast war, and Syria wants Israel to 
pledge a return of the entire region as a con- 
dition of peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu said last December that 
Israel insists on ensuring its own water 
sources as well as its security in any peace 
with Syria. The Golan contains the origins 
of the Jordan River, and Syria claims part 
of the shore along the sea of Galilee. Both 
river and sea are major water sources for 
Israel. 


Mr. Qadoura told the water symposium 
that the Arab countries should form a uni- 
fied policy on water because of its scarcity 
in the Middle EasL 

The Iraqi delegate ro the meeting, 
Mohammed Taher Havalk _ urged coopera- ri! 
tion between. Iraq and Syria'to jointly face^, 
Turkey's plans to build dams' "on the . 
Euphrates River. The Euphrates is a major 
water source for Iraq and Syria. 

Iraq and Syria are longtime enemies, and 
Mr. Hayali stressed he was in Damascus 
only for the water symposium and ‘’not for 
any other purposes." But he said the Iraqi 
people wanted to see friendly relations 
restored between the two neighbours. 

Iraq on Tuesday urged Arabs to put aside 
their political differences and agree on how 
to share the region’s shrinking water supply 
amid challenges from Turkey and Israel. 

“It is time the Arabs overcame their dif- 
ferences and adopted a unified stand in 
order to defend the Arab nation's future," 
the AI Jumhouriyah newspaper said. “No 
Arab country alone can confront the deli- 
cate question of water sharing." 

“The next century will be one of conflict 
between Arabs and foreigners over the 
water question," the official daily said, 
accusing Turkey and Israel of wanting to 
seize water supplies from the Arabs. 

A l Jumhouriyah said more than 66 per 
cent of the water for Arab countries has its 
source outside these countries. 
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Spanish 
king and 
queen 
in Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Spain’s King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia mixed work and 
pleasure Tuesday, meeting 
with President Hosni 
Mubarak and his wife and 
then going sightseeing at the 
Giza Pyramids. 

The king met Mubarak 
alone for 30 minutes, and the 

two then were joined by their 
ministers. King Juan Carlos 
is accompanied by a 45- 
member business delegation 
that will be discussing invest- 
ment opportunities in Egypt. 

Queen Sofia and Suzanne 
Mubarak met separately. 

By midday, the royal cou- 
ple finished their official 
meetings and headed for the 
Giza Pyramids, the only sur- 
viving wonder of the ancient 
world. The three pyramids 
were built nearly 4.500 years 
ago. 

They also were scheduled 
to visit the Sultan Hassan 
Mosque. Built in the 14th 
century, it is one of the 
largest mosques in the world. 

King Juan Carlos and his 
wife arrived Monday nighL 

During their visit, they will 
open a library at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre and visit a 
Spanish-funded restoration 
programme at Egypt's 
National Library. 

Spain has financed a major 
project for restoring old 
books and also has provided 
equipment at a cost of $800 
million. 

Queen Sofia is to donate a 
number of Spanish literary 
and scientific books to the 
Great Library of Cairo. 

The royal couple also will 
host members of the Spanish 
community in Egypt before 
heading off to the Pharaonic 
sites in Luxor in southern 
Egypt. King Juan Carlos was 
last here in 1977. 

with 1 Mr. 

’ Mubarak as Turady.' King- 
Juan Carlos voiced support 
for international cooperation 
to smash terrorism. 

The Spanish monarch 
"backed Mr. Mubarak's posi- 
tion on the need for 
international cooperation.” to 
fight against terrorism, Span- 
ish foreign ministry spok- 
esman Inocencio Arias told 
reporters. The Basque sepa- 
ratist organisation ETA has 
been fighting the Spanish 
government since the 1960s 
to secure an independent 
homeland. Six people have 
been killed in Spain since 
January in attacks blamed on 
the group. 

Egypt has faced a wave of 
violence since March 1992 
which has claimed more than 
1,100 lives. Cairo has repeat- 
edly criticised some Euro- 
pean governments for har- 
bouring suspects warned 
here. 


U.S. reconsidering blame in Saudi blast 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. Air Force may reverse its 
decision to exonerate the general who was in charge of the 
housing complex in Saudi Arabia where 19 American air-, 
men were killed by a truck-bomb, the New York Times 
<aid on Tuesday. The air force absolved Brigadier Gen- 
eral Terry 1 Schwalier of blame in the June 25 blast after 
deciding that protective measures around the complex in 
Dhahran were adequate. But Tuesday's report said deputy 
Defence Secretary John White called the air force’s justi- 
fication "not sufficient” in a confidential memo sent to 
top air force leaders last month. The paper said the memo 
ordered the air force to review the evidence and decide if 
someone should be punished. The paper said Congress 
members are also pressuring the air force to reconsider its : 
December decision to exonerate Gen. Schwalier. 
“Schwalier took some steps, but it seems to me that he 
didn't go far enough,” Senator Richard Shelby told the 
paper in an interview. Mr. White and senior aides to 
Defence Secretary William Cohen say they only want the 
air force to support its case better and say they are not 
searching for a scapegoat, the paper reported. 


Israeli foreign minister to visit China 


BEUING ( AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister David Lev j 
will visit China from Feb. 24-26, China’s Foreign Min- 
istry announced Tuesday. Chinese Vice-Premier Li Lan- 
qing is currently in Israel at the head of an official trade 
mission to Israel. China and Israel established diplomatic 
ties in early 1992 and signed an economic cooperation 
accord later that year. Although Beijing has not hesitated 
to criticise Israel over its handling of relations with the 
Palestine authorities and Middle Eastern neighbours, the 
two sides enjoy friendly ties, strong cooperation in agri- 
culture and growing bilateral trade. 


Somali warlords support aid appeal 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Rival Somali warlords Hussein 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi Mohammad have endorsed a U.N. 
inter-agencv appeal for $100.5 million to aid the lawless 
Horn of Africa nation, the office of the U.N. resident 
coordinator for Somalia announced Tuesday. The two 
men, who control separate areas of Mogadishu, signed a 
joint statement urging the international community to 
respond to the appeal and aid Somalis affected by 
drought. Almost half the money being sought is ear- 
marked for programmes ro tackle emergencies, reinte- 
grate returning refugees and to support rehabilitation and 
governance programmes. 


Cairo seeks to make itself quieter 


CAIRO ( AP) — Cairo could become a quieter place if the 
city government follows through on plans to enforce anti- 
noise laws. The Al Ahram daily reported Tuesday that 
Cairo govemorate officials have decided to begin going 
after noisemakers and imposing fines. Police will go after 
loudspeakers blaring Koranic verses from mosques or 
music from churches or social gatherings. But the main 
target will be the drivers of cars, buses and vans that honk 
their horns with abandon, the paper said. Fines range from 
100 Egyptian-pounds to Soft pounds ($30 to $50). and the 
government has warned thadftiisused lolidSpeakeri \*ill be 
confiscated. The city government has launched such cam- 
paigns in the past, but generally after a week or two of 
enforcement the noise resumes. 


Saudis denounce Netanyahu as racist’ 


RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi newspaper on Tuesday 
denounced Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
as a “racist" for saying Arabs should be educated about 
peace. “It's the Israeli side which must prove it is ready to 
make peace,” said the Ai Madina newspaper which 
reflects the government’s view. Mr. Netanyahu's remarks 
“reveal a sick superiority complex and innate racism 
toward Arabs.” The paper urged Mr. Netanyahu “to return 
to his land of origin, Brooklyn, which is the center of 
racism and Zionist extremism." During a speech last week 
in Washington. Mr. Netanyahu complained Lhat the ne\ 
generation of Arabs is taught to hate Israel and Arabs 
should be educated about peace if peace is to lasr. 
“Netanyahu’s accusations against Arab intellectuals and 
culture comes in time to remind Arab intellectuels who 
signed the Copenhagen Declaration about the truth of the 
Israeli position toward Arab intellectuals." A group of Jor- 
danians, Israelis, Egyptians and Palestinians on Jan. 31 
announced the creation in Copenhagen of an international 
alliance for peace in the Middle East following a seminar 
sponsored by the Danish Foreign Ministry. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:08 The Muppet Show 

14:30 Cartoon — Adventures 
of the Rainbow Pond 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

16:30 Escape from Jupiter 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Doc. — Challenge 

17:30 Border Town — 
“Medicine Woman" 

18:00 French Programmes 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 Varieties 

20JO Challenges 

21:10 Drama — Spencer for 
Hire 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Cobra 

23:00 Hart to Hart 
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661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77 1 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1751. 
Amman International 
Church Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
hi Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 6 14 1 90. 


iiy readings: Amman 64 per 
cent. Aqaba 25 per cenr. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:53 Fajr 

06:11 (Sunrise)Duha 

11:49 Dhuhr 

14:59 Asr 

17:28 Maghreb 

18:46 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel . S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
There will be a chance of scat- 
tered rainfall with skies partly 
cloudy and winds westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Amman 06/15 

Aqaba ........................... 1 0/23 

Deserts 05/18 

Jordan Valley 09/22 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
Dr. Mohammad Shuqair 652693 

Dr. NidalAlAssa’d 751673 

Dr. IsamAlAsmar 890504 

Dr. Osama Al Husseini S47289 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S902S0 

Ai Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Naironkh pharmacy .623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

URJ82D: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker ..276852 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. NabD Al Safarini ..... 901323 
Khatifeb pharmacy ...9S54 1 7 


Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


Yesterday's high temperarures: 
Amman 15, Aqaba 25Humid- 


EMERGENCTES 
Food Control Centre .637 ! 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highwav Police S43402 

Traffic Police S96390 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
S13S 13/32 

Khaiidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Mai has. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 ] 
Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 


Al-Muasher HospitaJ667227/9 
The Islamic, Ahdafi 666 126/37 

Al-AhK, Abdali .664 1 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 1 0 1 /? 

Ai-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery . .865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 

(09(983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital t.09 1986732 
.Ai Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
ORBED: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone OS 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


Hospital 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:35 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ ) 

08:50 Dhabi. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:50 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

16:35 —Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 — Paris (RJ) 

17:45 .... Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 ....Brussels, Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

18:10 — .Rome (RJ) 

23:10 BeriutCRJi 

00:10 ...Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


22’- 20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (O.A ) 

23; 10 Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 


1*30 Shariqah (AH) 

22 =50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22: *® Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus. Paris (AF) 


Royal Wings (RWi Flights 

00:2 ® Aqaba tRW) 

18:55 Tei Aviv (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


departures 

08:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

Rome (RJ i 

10:40 Berlin. London <RJ> 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Jr?® Casablanca (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

22 Beirut t Rj) 

" 0,0 ° Bombay (Rj) 

-0:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

"■ Cairo, RJ, 

“ 0,2 ° Dhahran < add ) t Rj i 

21:00..Calcuna. Bangkok (RJ) 

Du bai. Muscat! RJ) 

Jcliv Sanaa (Rj) 

0500 Jeddah (add HRJ) 


MARKET prices 

Upper/lower price in fils per 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 


Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

1030 Jeddah (SV) 

1235 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

12:40 ....Abu Dhabi (GF) 

!330 -Tunis (TIT) 

*5:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:45 Algiers (AH) 

20:10 Beirut (MEi 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus ( AF) 
.Tel Aviv (LY) 


Other Flights 

SS Beini,(M E1 

11*00 u j ■ Cairo (MS) 

11.00 ..Hudaidah. Sanaa MY) 

i3 : 3o Rah ; Jeddah(SV > 

13 ; 30" B ahra , n.Ab u Dh a b i(CF) 

Jr 50 ■: Beirut. Abu Dhabi 

Karachi i PR) ‘ 

15:50 ;', T ms iTU) 

Vienna | OS) 


Appie 

Banana. 

Banana i imported) 
Cabbace 

700/500 I 

550650 j 

980/800 1 

KM50 | 

Carrot 

J 80/140 

Cauliflower. . . 

350/180 

Cucumber (laige) .. 

200/120 

Cucumber (small) 

300/180 

Eggplant 

.220/140 

Fava beans 

R50/700 

Garlic 

115A/950 

Grape fruit . 

160/100 

Lemon .... 

420/320 

Mmw (large). 

300/150 

Marrow ismall) 

450/280 

Onion ijireeni 

180/140 


union (dry) ...2QC/13Q 

0tsm Sie .480/250 

^ 900/700 

p epper (hot i .280/120! 

Pepper (sweet) 400/200 

Potato .340/150 

Ri,Jis h ICMP 

Spinach .200/150. 

String beans 75W500 

Tomati* .200/150 
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A1 Amal inaugurates health progranune 
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By Tanya Habjonqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Amal 
Centre has begun offering 
a comprehensive health 
care programme aimed at 
providing affordable can- 
cer trea tm ent and surgery 
to Jordanians suffering 
from the illness. 

“Cancer treatment is very 
expensive and not every- 
one can afford to receive 
treatment in the United 
States or Europe.” Vice 
Director of Management 
and Planning Lina Lattouf 
told the Jordan Times. 

' The centre is currently 
accepting membership 
applications for an 
advanced health care pro- 
gramme with hopes that 
this will minister to people 
who develop cancer, as 
well as help indigent per- 
sons who cannot indepen- 
dently afford the pro- 
gramme. 

Membership dues for cit- 
izens starr at an annual 
JD10 per person which 
covers the first JD 10,000 
of treatment. The dues 
continue up to an annual 
JD50 which provides for 
unlimited treatment 

Non-Jordanian residents 
may also join, with the 
membership fee tripled for 


each category. 

■“We believe that the 
same communal spirit 
which founded AI Amal 
Hospital will propel this 
programme in its quest to 
aid those who cannot 
afford cancer treatment” 
Programme Director 
Buihaina Jardaneh said 
Monday. 

Al Amal centre was cre- 
ated as a response to many 
Jordanians, both rich and 
poor, who could not afford 
cancer treatment she said. 

“There has been no com- 
prehensive cancer treat- 
ment in the entire region, 
while it is an accepted fact 
thar cancer rates are 
increasing throughout the 
world.” Ms. Lattouf assert- 
ed. 

The past few years have 
witnessed an increase in 
cancer rates, with 1,017 
active cases registered at 
die National Cancer Regis- 
ter in Jordan alone, in the 
beginning of 1996. 

There is a high rate of 
cancer in Jordan; we are 
predicting over 3,000 to 
4,000 cases annually," 
President for the General 
Union of Voluntary Soci- 
eties i GUVS) and Rappor- 
teur of the Al Amal Centre 
National Task Force Dr. 
Abdullah Khatib con- 


curred. 

If the new health care 
programme goes according 
to plan, it will allow the 
centre, which is a non- 
profit institution, to afford 
technical training from 
abroad, provide treatment 
to the needy, and help 
maintain a high-quality 
hospital on par with other 
successful cancer centres, 
Ms. Lattouf said. 

“We now have three 
mammography machines 
available to screen for 
breast cancer — one in 
Amman and two others set 
up mobile stations in the 
north and south of Jordan,” 
she added. 

The centre has mainly 
targeted schools in dispers- 
ing the programme 
throughout the country, 
sending information home 
with school children. 

It is focusing on an inten- 
sive public awareness pro- 
gramme including treat- 
ment, education and cancer 
prevention through early 
screening. 

“If cancer is detected in 
its early stages, it is more 
likely to be treatable,” Pae- 
diatrician Maha Arnaout 
told the Jordan Times. 

Al Amal Centre 
announced its partial open- 
ing Jan. 20 and is now pro- 


viding an out-patient 
women’s clinic. 

By mid-March the centre 
hopes to offer weight man- 
agement, quitting smok- 
ing, obstetrician-gynaecol- 
ogy, urology, and colorec- 
tal programmes. 

“Such screening aids in 
cancer detection,” Ms. Lai- 
touf said. 

The centre plans on a 
complete, fully functional 
opening by the beginning 
of April. 

Health care member ben- 
efits include coverage of 
surgery, radio and 
chemotherapy, lab testing, 
and follow-up examina- 
tions after treatment com- 
pletion. 

Potential members may 
also include friends and 
family on their application, 
as well as pledge money 
for those who are less for- 
tunate. 

Jf they do so all member- 
ship fees will be tax 
deductable. 

“Bad things may not hap- 
pen to you but you can pro- 
vide a chance for someone 
else ro beat this disease,” 
Dr. Khatib concluded. 

Applications are now 
available to the public at Ai 
Amal Centre. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Supply Munir 
Sobar Tuesday discussed 
bilateral cooperation in 
supply-related issues with 
a delegation from the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF). 

Mr. Sobar maintained 
that in 1996 the ministry 
adopted measures aimed at 
floating prices and allot- 
ting a greater role to the 
private sector in develop- 
ing the natipnal economy. 
m* , According to these new 
ftjL , measures, the ^ovemme^,- 
.□ .^iciimrehily permits the 

vate sector to import basic 
foodstuffs, which importa- 
tion was previously 
restricted to the ministry, 
and sell it to the public at 
deregulated prices. 

The government has also 
floated bread prices and 
compensated citizens for 
the lifting of such subsi- 
dies through a cash pay- 
ment, Mr. Sobar stated 
It is contemplating simi- 
lar programmes to float 
prices of other items in the 
future, he added 
Mr. Sobar alluded to the 
possibility of cancelling 
food coupons in 1998 and 
floating prices of currently 


subsidised foodstuffs, 
including rice, sugar and 
desiccated milk. 

However, he said if such 
measures are adopted the 
government will grant cash 
assistance to eligible citi- 
zens to make up the differ- 
ence. 

The minister stressed 
that the government would 
not completely abandon its 
supervisory role regarding 
the importation of wheat 
and.barley.. .. . 

These are considered’ 
strategic crops, he 
affirmed and the govern- 
ment will maintain a 
strategic reserve. 

Mr. Sobar also referred 
to the government’s poten- 
tial adoption of a law on 
the prevention of monopo- 
lies, saying that the law is 
currently undergoing par- 
liamentary examination in 
preparation for its endorse- 
ment. 

The law allows the min- 
istry to intervene when 
necessary to prevent 
monopolies and unjustified 
price hikes. 
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What’s Going On 


CONCERT 


* Guitar performance of Spanish music by BIshrHijazi 
ai lhstituto Cervantes, Jabal Amman at 7:30 p*m.- 


: ’ FILM . . ; 

' * Oiiidren T s film “The Secret Garden" at . the British 
Cotiiql, Jabal Amman at 5:00 pum, 

- GERMAN FILM .WEEK : . ' 

* Tliiming Lift" at the^Royal Cultural Centre at.7KX) 

V/ LECTURE 

: * “Arab' Culture in-the 51st Centiny’ ( Arabic) by,Dr. 
Hisbam Nashabah at AbduI Hameed Sboman Founda- 
tiodjabal Amman at 6:00 pjn. 

’■ ■■■f'.V: EXHIBITIONS 

‘ * Vforks by artist Amanda Shehadeh at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, until March 6. . 

■ ' ’’’Display t>f = Jordan . River. Designs Products, Jabal ; 
’ Amman (Tel. '61308 1/2> until Feb. 28.: 

*Art exhitution by Nazi ha Salim at- Orient Gallery, 
Isam Ajlouni St., Shmeisani. until Feb. 28. ‘ 

. Bani Hamida extubition/salc of handicrafts (rugs v 
cu^ions, runners, and walLhangipgs, Jabal Amman 
658696/7), until Feb. 28. 

*Worfcs by contemporary Arab artists enpded The 
New Collection” at DaratAI Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 
64325J/2), until Feb. 27. 


IAF responds to reports of 
possible government alliance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In 
response to recent media 
reports regarding prospects 
of the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) joining the govern- 
ment, the IAF Tuesday 
issued a statement main- 
taining that any party deci- 
sion to join any govern- 
ment depends both on the 
party’s principles and 
whether such a move 
would serve the nation. 

IAF Secretary General 
Ishaq Farhan, who signed 
the statement, affirmed 
that “evety time we have 
been offered participation 
in the- government,^ we 
have based our response 
on these two considera- 
tions, and should we be 
approached again, we will 
base our decision on the 
same principles." 

“Any opinion which 
appears in the press merely 
reflects the view of its 
interlocutor," he added. 
“However, it is not repre- 
sentative of our party nor 
does it reflect the party’s 
official stand." 

“There have been numer- 
ous recent reports in the 
local press concerning IAF 
prospects for joining the 
government and certainly 
our party takes pride in any 


democratic exercise which 
guarantees a free exchange 
of opinions,” Dr. Farhan 
said. 

He explained that a deci- 
sion regarding a possible 
government alliance can 
only be taken after due 
consideration by the party 
as a whole. 

The local press had 
reported earlier that a lead- 
ing IAF member, Abdullah 
Akaileh, declared, in an 
IAF assembly, that since 
its J Establishment five 
years '..ago, the Islamic 
movement has been active 
but not effective. 

He further reportedly 
specified that the Muslim 
Brotherhood could better 
protect the Jordanian peo- 
ple's culture, values, faith 
and economic rights 
through joining the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Akaileh ’s views, 
according to one press 
report, have sparked a 
debate as to whether the 
group should or should not 
participate in the govern- 
ment 


‘Engineers still determined to strike’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Public sector 
engineers are determined 
to continue with plans for a 
three hour sit-in Saturday 
at the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing unless 
the government issues a 
clear response to their 
demand of a ISO per cent 
professional allowance, 
Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) Deputy Presi- 
dent Hosni Abu Ghida 
announced Tuesday. 

Subsequent to a meeting 
between presidents of pro- 
fessional associations, 
members of an ad hoc min- 
isterial committee and 
Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali, Mr. 
Abu Ghida told the Jordan 
Times that as long as no 
cabinet decision is 
announced the strike will 
continue as planned.” 

As the JEA board, we 
can not call for a general 
assembly meeting unless 


we have some offer from 
the government and it is up 
to the board to accept or 
reject any offer and any 
decision to strike is theirs." 
he explained. 

Asked as lo whether 
there will be an escalation 
of the strike, he admon- 
ished, “if the government 
fails ro respond to the engi- 
neers’ demand by March 
first, the striking engineers 
will stage a march from the 
Professional Associations 
Complex in Shmeisani to 
the Prime Ministry. If there 
is still no answer forthcom- 
ing, the estimated 2,300 
public sector engineers 
will stage a two- hour daily 
strike until their demands 
have been met.” 

Following the meeting. 
Chairman of the Profes- 
sional Associations Presi- 
dents Council Abdul 
Rahim Issa maintained that 
all professional associa- 
tions back the engineers in 
their demands. 

Referring to the meeting 
with Mr. Majali, Mr. Issa 


enumerated discussions as 
covering questions related 
to allowances given pro- 
fessional association mem- 
bers working for the gov- 
ernment as well as 
prospects for amending the 
present allowances system 
which has been active 
since 1988. 

He also said that the 
presidents of the various 
associations presented 
their demands alongside 
those of the engineers, reit- 
erating their requisition for 
a ISO per cent allowance, 
up from the 120 per cent 
offered by the govern mem 
in a unified allowances 
system for all profession- 
als. 

Mr. Issa described the 
discussions as “construc- 
tive.” 

Mr. Majali told Jordan 
Television, after the meet- 
ing. that the ministerial 
committee has received the 
professional associations’ 
demands and will submit a 
recommendation to the 
Council of Ministers 


which, he said, retains the 
authority to rule in the mat- 
ter. 

He affirmed that meet- 
ings between the ministeri- 
al committee and the pro- 
fessional associations will 
continue on a weekly basis 
until a solution to the prob- 
lem is reached. 

“It is regrettable to say 
that such an action (the 
projected strike) is illogi- 
cal as the government is in 
the process of drawing up a 
unified allowance system 
for all professions.” the 
minister stated. “A sit-in or 
strike is generally imple- 
mented if dialogues fail, 
but as dialogue is continu- 
ing any strike is unjusti- 
fied.” 

Mr. Majali admonished, 
"the JEA general assembly 
and board will bear full 
responsibility for their 
actions should they insist 
on escalating the situa- 
tion.” 


Agreement signed to convert 
waste into methane fuel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman Municipality and 
the National Electric 
Power Company (NEPCO) 
Tuesday signed an agree- 
ment to ~ establish a 
methane production com- 
pany, designed to produce 
fuel through waste conver- 
sion. 

The agreement called for 
an annual production of 
463,000 tonnes of methane 
(a colourless, odourless, 
flammable gas). It stipu- 
lates that the company will 
process organic materials 
obtained from collected 
waste. The methane will 
then be used to generare 
electricity. 

The United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Govern- 
ment of Denmark ' have 
pledged to finance the pro- 1 
ject at the cost of JD5 mil- 
lion to help Jordan cut 
down on the polluting 
effects of waste, a munici- 
pality statement said. 

The statement, quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, described the waste 
conversion process as 
achieving success in Den- 
mark and other nations. 

It said the resultant 
methane will be equivalent 
to 59,000 tonnes of 
imported diesel oil worth 
JD7 million. When fully 
operational, the project 
will generate estimated 
revenues of $300,000 


through the sale of electric 
power and a net profit of 
$175,000 annually. 

According to Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dab- 
bas. Jordan currently pro- 
duces 10 million cubic feet 
of gas at Al Risheh gas 
Fields. This amount, said 
Dr. Dabbas, produces 15 
per cent of the country ’s 
total electric power needs. 

He said Jordan con- 
sumed JD340 million 
worth of imported crude 
oil and oil products in 
1996. 

Dr. Dabbas added that 
the consumption of electric 
power was expected to 
increase annuallyby’l 1 per 
cent f •- 

According to the munici- 
pality statement, owner- 
ship of the new company 
will be split equally 
between the Amman 
municipality' and NEPCO. 
The entity will operate on 
a purely commercial basis 
and will be the first of its 
kind in the Arab World, the 
statement said. 

Tuesday’s agreement 
was signed by Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi 
and NEPCO Director Gen- 
eral Mohammad Saeed 
Arafeh. 


Inter-faith institute opens 
two-day workshop on 
‘Fear of Peace ’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal Institute for Inter- 
Faith Studies today opens a two-day workshop enti- 
tled “Fear of Peace,” the first in its series of annual 
workshops on “Dialogue and Regional Peace.” 

Fear of regional war and violence is a well-docu- 
mented subject in literature on the Middle East, but 
the evolution of the peace process has exposed a 
prominent fear of peace among those whose lives 
peace is meant to benefit, a statement from the insti- 
tute said. 

A total of 17 keynote speakers from Jordan, the 
Palestinian autonomous areas, Israel and Egypt will 
discuss several aspects of the phenomenon in both 
Arab and Israeli societies. They will give particular 
emphasis to the psychological, religious, cultural, 
strategic and economic dimensions of peace. 

A jgroup of five representatives frprjj Jordan will 
participate:- -Professor Ypusef Mahsour ' (on the 

Fears 'of economic penetration, with special 
empahsis on the fears of the impact of the tourism 
sector on social values’’); Dr. Walid AI Sa’adi (on 
The role of the media in promoting or undermining 
the role of peace’’); Prolessor Sari Nasser (on the 
“Fear of unreal or artificial peace); Former Ambas- 
sador to Moscow Faleh Al Taweel (on The alter- 
native to peace”); and columnist Rami Khouri (on 
"Anxieties and apprehensions within various sec- 
tors of Jordanian society regarding peace with 
Israel"). 

Other participants include representatives from the 
PLO Executive Committee, the Centre for Palestine 
Research and Studies in Nablus, the Middle East 
Council of Churches and several economists and 
intellectuals. 


The workshop is bein® hosted under the patronage 
of HRH Crown Prince Hassan, founder of the insti- 
tute, who will address partiepants in the morning. 


PSD warns, car thefts on the increase 


l 

By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Tuesday issued a warning 
to motor vehicle owners 
that extra precautionary 
measures are in order due 
to an increase in vehicle 
thefts. 

A PSD official called on 
vehicle owners to ascertain 
that their vehicles are 


securely locked and that 
neither' keys nor valuables 
have been left unattended. 

The official also warned 
against parking vehicles in 
deserted or obscured areas. 

“Vehicle thefts occur 
daily and we advise vehicle 
owners to park their cars 
close to their homes or 
places they are visiting," 
the PSD official told the 
Jordan Times. 

In their daily report, the 


PSD reported Tuesday that 
eight vehicles, including a 
trailer and a passenger 
mini-bus, had been stolen. 

In an interview last year, 
PSD officials affirmed that 
juveniles were responsible 
for many cases of car theft. 

"Often, juveniles will 
steal a car, drive it until it 
runs out of gas and then 
abandon it,” they said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ministry secretary general leaves for meeting in Rome 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Agriculture Secretary General Ghaleb Abu Orabi Tues- 
day left for Rome, at the head of a Jordanian delegation, to take part in meetings of the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development's (IFAD) board of governors, which 
will be held on Thursday, Feb.20. The board will discuss future development pro- 
grammes and will- undertake an assessment of projects previously carried out by the 
IFAD. It will also discuss the fund’s budget and elect a president for the current session. 


Chairmen send joint memo to minister of trade 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairmen of the Board of Directors of the Jordan Exporters Soci- 
ety (JES) and the Palestinian Trade Promotion Corporation (PTPC) Bassam Saket and 
Said Haifa respectively Tuesday sent a joint memorandum to Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb and his Palestinian counterpart Maher Masri. The two expressed 
their desire to strengthen and increase bilateral commercial exchange. They also sug- 
gested" that the Kingdom serve as a trade conduit between Palestine and the Arab World. 
The two men also proposed makin g amendments to the list of the items to be exchanged 
between the two countries. They lauded the constructive spirit of joint cooperation 
between the Jordanian government and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), main- 
taining that such coordination will enhance and develop commercial exchange between 
the two countries. 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 


ttorn AMali to Airport & b Sek 
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Operation started Monday 17 Feb. 97 

Under a p re-announced tight schedule 

Bus departs every 30 min. around the dock. 

New luxury air-conditioned Mitsubishis 1 



Companies & concerned individuals 
may call Tel. 858874/5 for reduced monthly fares. 
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Islamic rebels kill 33 in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Isla- 
mic mi ii cams armed wirh 
guns, axes and swords mas- 
sacred 33 people overnight 
in a mountain hamlet in 
northern Algeria, newspa- 
pers said Tuesday. 

The massacres occurred 
Sunday at Kerrach near the 
town of Blida, 50 kilome- 
tres south of the capiraJ. A 
group of 30 to 50 men took 
families out of their homes 
and decapitated some of 
them, the reports said. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation from the gov- 
ernment. However, press re- 
ports also said that the secu- 
rity forces had killed 115 
Muslim extremists in sepa- 
rate operations in different 
parts of the country in re- 
cent days. 

Le Matin daily said that a 
gang of S5 armed funda- 
mentalists had been wiped 
out at Magtaa-Kheira near 
Tjpaza. a stronghold of the 
most radical extremist 
movement, the Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GlA). The band 
was held responsible for the 
massacre of 30 civilians and 
bomb attacks in the nearby 


town of Kolea. 

These operations against 
the extremists were reported 
after newspapers said Sun- 
day that 163 others had 
been killed since search and 
destroy operations were 
launched at the end of the 
holy fasting month of Ra- 
madan on Feb. S. 

At Kerrach. the assailants, 
also armed with military- 
style assault rifles and 
knives, entered the hamlet 
and used gasoline to set fire 
to homes and force people 
out of them, the newspapers 
Liberte and El Khabar said. 

Eight members of one fa- 
mily burned to death in their 
house, the papers said. 
Others, doused with fuel 
and turned into human tor- 
ches, emerged to be gunned 
down or hacked to death, 
they added. 

Another paper, El Watan, 
said the death toll would 
have been higher had a vil- 
lager not escaped and alert- 
ed security forces. 

It said the attackers waged 
a ten-minute gun battle with 
security forces and then 
fled, taking with them the 


bodies of at least eight 
rebels. Around 10 guerrillas 
were injured, the paper said. 

Islamic extremists figh- 
ting the military-backed go- 
vernment have been blamed 
for a wave of bombings and 
attacks which killed more 
than 400 people in Algeria 
during Ramadan, 

The" massacre at Kerrach 
was the first reported since 
the end of the fasting 
month, which Islamic ex- 
tremists consider auspicious 
for their war against the sec- 
ular regime. 

They mounted their insur- 
gency after the cancellation 
in January 1992 of the sec- 
ond round of general elec- 
tions the now-outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) was poised to win. 

Security forces hunting 
the armed fundamentalists 
are being assisted by groups 
of “patriots" — self-defence 
forces established among 
local people. After the 
bloody month of Ramadan, 
President Liamine Zeroual 
vowed to “exterminate” the 
armed groups. 

Among new measures to 


step up the “fight against 
terrorism." newspapers said 
that the authorities planned 
to announce payments of up 
to 4.5 million dinars (some 
$78,300) for information 
leading to the arrest of an 
Islamic militant. 

“The amounts will vary 
according to the rank in the 
heirarchy’ of the arme-d 
groups and the degree of in- 
volvement in criminal activ- 
ity" of those arrested, Liber- 
te said. 

Press reports also said 
Tuesday that the driver of a 
goods train was killed Mon- 
day when his locomotive 
was blown up by a bomb 
near Boufarik in the Algiers 
region, while a car bomb 
was defused Sunday near a 
school on the outskirts of 
the capital. 

Following a wave of car 
bomb attacks, the parking or 
stopping of vehicles on 
main roads in the capital has 
been banned. 

According to U.S. State 
Department estimates, the 
uprising by Muslim extrem- 
ists has claimed at least 
60,000 lives. 


Russian journalists freed after 
month as hostages in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Two 
Russian television journal- 
ists taken hostage a month 
ago in Chechenya have 
been freed. Russian news 
agencies reported Tuesday. 

The two reporters for 
state-run ORT television — 
Vyacheslav Tibelius and 
Roman Perevezentsev — 
were back in Moscow Tues- 
day. a spokesman for the 
Russian Security Council. 
Igor Ignatyev, told the In- 
terfax News Agency. 

He gave no details of their 
release. 

The two reporters were 
abducted on Jan. 19 while 
trave line from the Chechen 


capital Grozny to Nazran in 
the neighbouring Republic 
of Ingushetia. The kidnap- 
pers were said to be an 
armed group not controlled 
by the Chechen govern- 
ment. 

The incident caused an 
uproar in the Russian press, 
and senior Russian officials 
urged Chechen authorities 
to work for their release. 

These appeals came be- 
fore and after the elections 
held on Jan. 27 in which As- 
lan Mmaskhadov. the Che- 
chen rebels' military com- 
mander in the war that en- 
ded last year, was elected 
president of the tiny Cau- 


casus republic. 

Mr. Ignatyev said only 
that their release was the 
product of “long and diffi- 
cult” negotiations involving 
many people, including the 
head of the Russian Secu- 
rity Council, Ivan Rybkin, 
and his aides. 

“The people who held us 
have no future,” Mr. Pere- 
vezentsev told the ITAR- 
TASS news agency, “but we 
hold no grudge against the 
Chechen people.” 

He added that Mr. Tibe- 
lius for the first time would 
get to see his daughter, bom 
last Monday while he was 
still a hostage. 



Shuttle Discovery astronaut Mark Lee affixes tension wires to a patch that covers a 
torn electronics compartment on Bay 8 of the Hubble Telescope. NASA officials had 
ordered repairs to rips in the silvery insulation that protects the telescope's insides 
from extreme temperature swings in orbit (Reuter photo) 

NASA mulls 6th shuttle spacewalk 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE. Texas (R) — Shuttle 
Discovery’s astronauts 
Tuesday patched up the 
Hubble space telescope’s 
damaged skin, while ground 
controllers considered a re- 
cord-breaking sixth space- 
walk fora iasi-minute repair 
job. 

Astronauts Mark Lee and 
Steve Smith had just com- 
pleted repairs to the orbiting 
observatory's battered exte- 
rior. when telescope con- 
trollers reported a new 
problem. 

Engineers at NASA's 
Goddard Space Right Cen- 
tre in GreenbelL Maryland, 
discovered trouble with a 
flv wheel device used to 


manouevre the orbiting ob- 
servatory. 

“In the last half hour. 
Goddard has noticed a 
glitch." mission control's 
Marc Gameau informed the 
crew. 

The spacewalkers were 
asked to standby in the shut- 
tle's airlock in case they 
need to replace the unit at 
once, but mission control 
decided to wait the results 
of further tests. 

The astronauts could 
make a spacewalk to install 
a spare flywheel late 
Tuesday, before the tele- 
scope is released back into 
orbit, officials said. 

“We will ... maintain an 
option to do an EVA (space- 


walk) plus deploy tomor- 
row. should that be neces- 
sary." spacecraft communi- 
cator Jeff Hoffman radioed 
the crew. 

Earlier. Lee and Smith 
tied down swathes of foil to 
cover up rips and cracks in 
the reflective blankets pro- 
tecting some of the tele- 
scope's most critical com- 
ponents. 

They also discovered the 
telescope was more weath- 
ered than first thought. 
They sent back television 
views showing long twists 
of peeled paint hanging 
from the handrails used by 
astronauts to climb across 
the telescope. 


U.S. urges India, Pakistan 
to end row over Kashmir 


JAMMU. India (AFP) — 
The United States Tuesday 
utged India and Pakistan to 
end their long-standing row 
over Kashmir but said Wa- 
shington did not seek a me- 
diatory role in the conflict. 

U.S. Ambassador to India 
Frank Wisner said in a 
speech at Jammu University 
that South Asia would see 
real peace only when India 
and Pakistan resolved the 
ownership of Kashmir 


peacefully. 

“The United States seeks 
no role in this affair, other 
than as an advocate for 
peace and reconciliation," 
he said. 

"India has made it clear it 
does not seek third-party 
mediation, and America is 
not offering to serve as 
mediator. 

“No lasting solution con 
be imposed — not by Pa- 
kistan on India, nor bv India 


on Pakistan, or by the world 
on either country ... Only 
India and Pakistan can 
make peace, and keep it-” 
Mr. Wisner added: “Un- 
less this conflict is resolved. 
Kashmir risks becoming an 
even greater magnet for vio- 
lent. radical politics that 
employ terrorism as their 
instrument of choice.” 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training Muslim 
militants in Kashmir. 


Major easily 
fends off 
BSE censure 
motion 

LONDON (R) — The 
threat of an early British 
general election has faded 
as Prime Minister John 
Major easily defeated a 
parliamentary motion cen- 
suring his government's 
handling of the crisis over 
mad cow disease. 

The motion, criticising 
Agriculture Minister 
Douglas Hogg for his han- 
dling of the crisis, was 
rejected in the lower House 
of Commons by 320 votes 
to 307. 

Defeat for the govern- 
ment would have triggered 
a vote of confidence that 
could have forced Mr. Ma- 
jopto-Lbld a .snap’, election 
instead of soldiering on 
until his preferred date, 
said to be May 1. 

The main opposition La- 
bour Party, favoured by 
polls to regain power for 
the first time since 1979, 
needed to win the support 
of all the other opposition 
parties — plus at least one 
rebel from the ruling Con- 
servatives — to defeat the 
government. 

The Conservatives have 
322 voting members in the 
House of Commons, exact- 
ly the same number as the 
combined opposition par- 
ties. 

But in the hours leading 
up to the vote, the govern- 
ment pulled out all the 
stops to ensure that the nine 
members of the Ulster Un- 
ionist Party, which repre- 
sents Northern Ireland's 
pro-British Protestant ma- 
jority. would not vote with 
Labour. 

Defending himself 
against attacks by Labour, 
Mr. Hogg told parliament 
he would soon submit pro- 
posals to the European 
Commission for a partial 
lifting of the European Un- 
ion’s worldwide ban on 
British beef exports. 

The pledge, coupled with 
a late promise of more aid 
for Northern Ireland’s dai- 
ry farmers, seemed to do 
the trick. The Ulster Un- 
ionists abstained in the 
vote. 

The EU imposed the ban 
last March because of evi- 
dence that the invariably 
fatal mad cow disease, or 
bovine spongiform ence- 
phalopathy (BSE), could 
be transmitted to h umans . 

Consumer confidence in 
beef plummeted as a result 
of the scare, which has so 
far cost Britain £3.5 billion 
($5.7 billion). 

Mr. Hogg said he would 
probably be able to submit 
proposals within a couple 
of weeks for the ban to be 
lifted on herds that have 
been tracked from birth and 
have not been fed contami- 
nated meat and bone meal, 
which is blamed for caus- 
ing BSE. He said he would 
urge Brussels to adopt the 
plan. 

Earlier. Irish Agriculture 
Minister Ivan Yates said in 
Brussels such an approach 
was likely to find favour in 
the EU. 



U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (left) shakes hands with European 
Commission President Jacques Santer prior to talks at the European Commission 
Headquarters in Brussels Tuesday. Ms. Albright arrived in Brussels to attend her fist 
NATO foreign ministers 7 meeting before key talks with Russian leaders later this 
week on the alliance's planned eastward expansion (Reuter photo) 

Albright arrives for NATO, EU talks 


BRUSSELS (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright arrived in 
Brussels Tuesday to attend 
her first NATO foreign min- 
isters' meeting before key 
talks with Russian leaders 
later this week on the al- 
liance's planned eastwards 
expansion. 

Mrs. Albright, three days 
into an II -day whirlwind 
tour of nine major capitals 
in Europe, went first into 
meetings with European 
Co mmi ssion President 
Jacques Santer and Trade 
Commissioner Leon Brit- 
tan. 

U.S.-European Union re- 
lations have been strained 
over Washington’s Helms- 
Burton Act which seeks to 
isolate Cuba by placing res- 
trictions on companies that 
undertake certain types of 
business with the govern- 
ment of President Fidel 
Castro. 

Later, Mrs. Albright will 
meet 15 alliance foreign 
ministers or their deputies 
and NATO Secretary-Ge- 
neral Javier Solana for talks 
designed to maintain l a unit- 
ed front in the face of a 
Russian propaganda offen- 
sive against enlargement. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said that as the Russians 
were talking tough in nego- 
tiations on a new post-cold 
war relationship with 
NATO and “because they 


are trying out different 
things on different people, 
she feels a need to make 
sure that NATO remains 
unified.” 

A NATO foreign minis- 
ters' meeting was “one way 
to do that. It's not a portent 
of any kind of crisis. It's 
just good politics,’' Mr. 
Bums told reporters. 

The meeting will be 
attended by several foreign 
ministers, including Fran- 
ce's Herve De Chareue 
whose country has publicly 
differed with Washington 
recently over a number of 
NATO issues. 

NATO sources said the 
Russians, who have shown 
no sign of dropping their vi- 
gorous opposition to NATO 
enlargement had succeeded 
in exploiting differences 
within the alliance over how 
best to proceed. 

A recent proposal for a 
“big-power” summit in Pa- 
ris in April of France, Bri- 
tain. the United States. Rus- 
sia and Germany appalled 
the smaller NATO allies and 
worried candidate countries 
. already suspicious of a post- 
cold War deal on European 
security. 

Mrs. Albright, the first 
woman appointed Ameri- 
ca’s top diplomat sought to 
address these concerns. 

Refferring to her own 
background in Eastern Eu- 
rope. she told the EU offi- 
cials that as a child of a di- 


vided Europe she looked 
forward “to help make Eu- 
rope whole and free again.” 

On Monday. Mrs. Al- 
bright's talks in Paris suc- 
ceeded in wanning the tone 
and style, if not the sub- 
stance. of the often prickly 
Franco- American relation- 
ship. 

Possibly the first U.S. sec- 
retary of state with fluency 
in several languages, she 
spoke French publicly with 
French leaders and an- 
swered a reporter's question 
in Russian. 

During her stops in 
France, Germany and Italy, 
Mrs. Albright has not avoid- 
ed differences with the al- 
lies on issues such as NATO 
internal reform plans, trade 
with Iran and Scientology, 
but has stressed the impor- 
tance of the trans-Atlantic 
link. 

NATO is set to hold a 
summit in Madrid in July at 
which some former Warsaw 
Pact states would be asked 
to join the alliance. 

It is generally accepted 
that Poland. Hungary and 
the Czech Republic win be 
asked to join. The question 
is whether others will be 
added to that list. 

NATO's Solana is leading 
negotiations with Moscow 
on a charter defining 
Russia's special relation- 
ship with die alliance into 
the millennium. 


China plays down worries 
over health of Deng Xiaoping 


BEUING (R) — China 
Tuesday played down fears 
over the health of para- 
mount leader Deng 
Xiaoping that were raised 
after Communist Party 
chief Jiang Zemin cut short 
an out-of-town trip to visit 
the ailing patriarch. 

“There has been no big 
change in comrade Deng 
Xiaoping's health.” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Tang 
Guoqiang told a news brief- 
ing, but gave no details of 
what would constitute a 
major change in the health 
of the fragile 92-year-old 
patriach. 

Mr. Tang declined to com- 
ment when asked if there 
had been a small change. 

Officials of the State 
Council, or cabinet, were 
unable to give their usual 
official response to queries 
about Mr. Deng's health — 
that he is as well as can be 
expected for a man of his 
age — saying merely they 
were investigating the situa- 
tion. 

Chinese sources said 
Monday that Communist 
Party chief Jiang Zemin and 
Premier Li Peng both cut 


short out-of-town trips last 
weekend to return to 
Beijing to visit Mr. Deng. 

Officials declined to com- 
ment directly on a tide of 
rumours washing around 
the Chinese capital that Mr. 
Deng's physical condition 
has deteriorated or that he 
suffered a stroke. 

In Taipei, the mass circu- 
lation United Daily News 
quoted the top policymaker 
on mainland affairs. Chang 
King-Yuh. as describing 
Mr. Deng's condition as 
serious. Officials said they 
were closely monitoring the 
Chinese leader's health. 

Party chief Jiang, who is 
also state president and 
head of the army, returned 
at the weekend, cutting 
short an unpublicised visit 
to the Communist revolu- 
tionary base of Ganzbou in 
central Jiangxi province, 
said one Chinese source 
close to the party. 

Premier Li Peng also flew 
back to Beijing at the week- 
end. abruptly curtailing a 
tour of the booming south- 
ern province of Guangdong 
because of Mr. Deng's dete- 
riorating health, said the 


source, who asked not to be 
identified. Officials in 
Guangdong confirmed Mr. 
Li had left early. 

The two leaders returned 
to Beijing where they visit- 
ed Mr. Deng, the source 
said. 

Mr. Deng, whose prag- 
matic policies transformed 
a backward Stalinist state 
into an economic power- 
house, lives in a tightly- 
guarded central Beijing 
compound close to the 
Forbidden City, home for 
centuries to China's emper- 
ors. 

Diplomats have said one 
barometer of Mr. Deng's 
health in China's highTy- 
secretive political system is 
the travel of top leaders and 
close family members, with 
few considered willing to be 
caught out of town or 
abroad if Mr. Deng were 
close to death. 

Vice-Premier Li Lanqin® 
was abroad on a visit to 
Israel and Iran, and Defence 
Minister Chi Haotian was in 
the Philippines, where offi- 
cials said he would not 
change his travel plans. 


Karen rebels count on guerrilla 
tactics against Burmese troops 


MAE SOT, Thailand (AFP) 
— Karen National Union 
(KNU) insurgents are pin- 
ning their hopes on guerrilla 
tactics to thwart a major 
push by Burmese junta 
forces into their territory, a 
senior KNU official said 
Tuesday. 

“We fight very swiftly.' so 
we don't lose many men,” 
KNU joint secretary Mahn 
Sha said. “They cannot use 
their artillery effectively 


against us.” 

KNU officials held that 
junta troops would eventually 
tire of the difficult jungle 
fighting conditions and be 
unable to effectively counter 
the mobile guerrilla forces. 

Mr. Mahn Sha estimated 
that the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council, 
the official name of the 
junta, had mobilised around 
20,000 troops for the dry- 
season offensive against the 


Karen movement which has 
battled the central govern- 
ment for five decades. 

The SLORC is making a 
major offensive to all our 
revolutionary base areas 
We expeci fighting all sea^ 
son, with the SLORC push- 

S* “ ““ <Ttai) border 
line, he said. 

* .raSlittiy intelligence 
S5 C J?L^ r , Ran 8 00n denied 
o“e PeraU ° nS Were •" 


China 
hopes i 
Albright 
visit can 
improve ties 

BEIJING (Agencies) 

China Tuesday repeated its 
dismissal of allegations 
that Beijing may have- 
helped fund U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's 1996 elcc-” 
uon campaign and said it ' 
hoped upcoming official - 
visits would boost Siho- ... 
U.S. ties. 

China hoped a visit- by" 
U.S. Secretary of Stare Ma* 
deleine Albright would- 
give Beijing and Washing-, 
ton an opportunity to dis- 
cuss issues of common in- 
terest. Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Tang Guoqiang 
told a news briefing. 

“We bope this visit to* 
China by Mrs. Albright 
will focus on promoting 
mutual bilateral under- 
standing and will be bene- 
ficial to the betterment and 
development of relations 
between the two nations.” 
Mr. Tang said. 

Chinese Premier Li Peng 
Tuesday said Beijing was 
hoping for continued imp- 
rovement in relations bet- 
ween the Pacific giants, the 
official Xinhua News 
Agency said. 

“U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
Vice-President A1 Gore 
will be accorded a cordial 
re-ception for their upcom- 
ing China visits.” Xinhua 
quoted Mr. Li as saying. 

Mr. Albright is to visit 
China from Feb. 24-25 and 
Gore is scheduled to arrive 
in late March in trips seen 
by both Beijing and Wa- 
shington as further steps in 
mending ties long battered 
by issues such as human 
rights, trade and Taiwan. 

“The so-called involve- 
ment of the Chinese em- 
bassy in the United States 
in raising funds for the De- 
mocratic Party of the Uni- 
ted States is a complete 
'fabrication,'.' Mr. Tang told 
» reporters. 

“In handling relations 
with other nations, China 
has always seriously ob- 
served the principle of mu- 
tual non-interference in in- 
ternal affairs.” Mr. Tang 
said, echoing an earlier 
ministry statement. 

The Washington Post re- 
ported last week that the 
Justice Department had 
found evidence that the 
Chinese embassy was used 
for planning contributions' 
to the Democratic National 
Committee before the 1996 
presidential campaign. , -- 
Such charges against 
China were made by peo- 
ple with ulterior motives, 
Mr. Tang said but did not 
elaborate on what such 
motives might be. 

"We are extremely dissat- 
isfied with such utterly ir- 
responsible reports,’’ be 
said. 

President Bill Clinton has 
backed a thorough investi- . 
gation into the allegations, 
saying he had no knowl- 
edge of the charges. 

It is illegal for a foreign 
government or foreigners 
in most cases to donate to. .. 
U.S. campaigns. 

In Brussels. Mrs. Al- 
bright Tuesday urged the 

European Union to back its. 

attempt to step up the pres- . 
sure on China over human 
rights abuses, officials said. ^ 
In talks with European T 
Commission President . 
Jacques Santer, Mrs. Al- • 
bright reiterated that the 
United States was willing ■ 
j? jointly sponsor with the 
European Union a critical ■ 
resolution at the U.N. Hu- 
roan Rights Commission's' 
annual meeting in Geneva. 
March 10-April IS. 

Commission sources said 
Mrs. Albright had under- 
med the importance of re- 
lations with China and the 
jroponance of not isolating - 

, At the same lime il 

was vital that the West con- 

tnued to “speak out clearly ’ 

°n issues w e Ca re about,” 

she w*; quoted as saying. .. 

Although the U.S. has in- 

“ ,s read > r to back * 

hpM Ca L-r esolution ’ il haS 
held oft from actively lob- 

- 0ther Slates °n to# 

commission in the hopc> % 
*ai China will make con- : 
concessions to avoid . 
a confrontation in Geneva ~ 
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elnpn^ People s Armed Police march past an armoured personnel carrier Tuesday parked near the South Korean con- 
^ ® f sulate where high-level North Korean defector Hwang Jang-Yop is holed up. C hin ese police have stepped up secu- 


Mi Tj||.i!|*!;. Ift# « ^ *** diplomatic area as officials try to break the impasse of Mr. Hwang’s defection. The tussle over Mr. 
v liincv tv Hwang s defection is the latest flare-up in tense relations between the two Koreas, arch-enemies since the 1950-53 
| in *\ Korean War ended only in a truce (Reuter photo) 

1 " ^ 5. Korea urges alertness against unstable North 
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s', ii iho PjeifKpj SEOUL (R); — South Korea Tuesday called for “extraordi- 
‘ ‘ ^ IJl Xinlhij nary alermess” and military readiness against North Korea. 
■ vVlk ‘.' 'aid. saying a rop Pyongyang official's defection highlighted 
serious instability in the Stalinist north. 

Prime Minister Lee Soo-Sung said last week’s defection 
of Hwang Jang-Yop, one of 1 1 powerful secretaries of the 
ruling Workers Party along with North Korean leader Kim 
'•'■p , i»nt.irfl* I Jong-U, had sent shock waves along the divided Korean 
l,; - l hm.i \ hUl -' peninsula. 

.■"■•ivJ \U Li te « Separately, a Seoul newspaper said it had documents 
Mr Mhngjy l reveaUng plans by other North Korean officials to flee. Mr. 

Hwang still remains marooned in South Korea's Beijing 
consular office, where he sought political asylum last 
Wednesday. 

“The defection of Secretary Hwang Jang-Yop, who 
belongs to the core force of the North Korean leadership, 
vividly displays the shaking of the ideological foundation 
that has supported the North Korean system amid econom- 
ic disasters.” he said. 

Mr. Lee told parliament that Pyongyang had increasingly 
- V k ? ' de P l °y ed offensive forces near the border with the South, 
'‘l w its despite an economic crisis and chronic food shortages. 

•'* m m? lac a military spokesman said Mr. Lee was referring to the 
■-.'•mg i uni in North’s defence build-up in recent years and that there had 
v - .iiu Fjn\ At been no additional troops mounted at the tense border in the 
'Mu'- h j jjpast, week. *.•.), . i o:\. 

i , i! t .iU*iii.‘ , ilLTiJ). , nrlyhirilrMi^-we.need it piis.-point in.time...is extraordi- 
•'*•*>' nary alertness and realisation,'' Mr. Lee said. Seoul would 
lunJIini t give top priority to security on the peninsula, he added. 

■ •liter fuiiMr Mr. Lee said North Korea could resort to "direct or indi- 
.i!iv.i\' «iw rect provocation" in the run-up to South Korea’s presiden- 
ihv* tial elections in December. 

. ■i.-ii iiiii'im Seoul has accused Pyongyang of ordering agents to shoot 
■■•J jiijik" ¥ defector Li Tl-Nam. a nephew of Kim Jong-Il's ex-wife, 

: .-.b-’-nc a near Seoul in an apparent warning to the South and poten- 
i > \ mjiikk tial asylum seekeis. Mr. Li, known here as Lee Hang-Yong, 

- •. \\joli:mha* remains in a coma. 

Ij'i tt'ifl "Hie leading Dong- A Ilbo newspaper reported Mr. Hwang 
. | vusb* t0,d U.S. intelligence officials that five to seven Pyongyang 

• V -ui-iw’ officials* raost of them more senior than him. also plan to 
seek asylum. 

The Foreign Ministry Monday denied similar news 
reports but Dong- A said it had obtained a copy of the min- 
. utes from the meeting. The ministry had said no U.S. offi- 
""i'i'i ’L c ‘ a l ^ niet Mr. Hwang. 

However, Seoul officials have said more senior North Ko- 
rean officials could seek to defect, further heightening tension 
between the two rivals engaged in the last cold war standoff. 

Prime Minister Lee said his country would spare no diplo- 
matic efforts to allow Mr. Hwang, ranked 24th in 
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INongyang's hierarchy, to be granted political asylum. 

Pyongyang has hinted it may accept Mr. Hwang’s defec- 
tion, saying it would dismiss him if he sought asylum, 
Seoul officials said. 

"It is certain North Korea is changing its attitude," said 
Kim Kyung-Woong, a senior official at the state South- 
Nonh Dialogue Office. "North Korea appears to be 
acknowledging that things are not developing as it wants in 
the Hwang Jang-Yop case. North Korea is widening its 
options." 

Pyongyang had earlier maintained that Seoul kidnapped 
Mr. Hwang. 

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry, commenting on Mr. 
Hwang's defection, said late Monday: “Our stand is simple 
and clear. If he was kidnapped, we cannot tolerate it and we 
will take decisive countermeasures.” 

But a ministry statement added: “If he sought asylum, it 
means that he is a renegade and he is dismissed.” 

Another senior Seoul official said: ‘The statement's 
wording signals that North Korea might accept Hwang’s 
defection." 

Seoul officials monitoring North Korean media also said 
that Pyongyang Radio Tuesday reported that Kim Jong-11 
had said: "Cowards, leave if you want to.” 

But they said Mr. Kim did not name Mr. Hwang in his 
remarks and such radio reports had been broadcast even 
. before Mr. Hwang’s-.defecfion. ’ ' 

Meanwhile, China repeating its appeals for calm, was 
prepared for disturbances. 

Police guarding the mission where Mr. Hwang is strand- 
ed went on higher alert, and three armoured personnel car- 
riers filled with helmeted paramilitary police rumbled into 
the sedate diplomatic quarter to back up squads of police 
armed with assault rifles. 

“We hope all parties can deal with this matter calmly... 
and calmly face and appropriately handle this incident to 
maintain peace and stability in the Korean peninsula,” a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 

Seoul and Beijing were working to find a solution to the 
three-way diplomatic crisis that has thrown relations among 
China and the two Koreas into turmoil, Seoul officials said 

“Negotiations with the Chinese government are still 
going on.” said South Korean embassy spokesman Chang 
Moon Ik, but declined to give details. 

He dismissed reports that three-way talks between 
Beijing, its old Pyongyang and Seoul were under way to 
break the deadlock over Mr. Hwang’s fate. 

The United States has urged Pyongyang to avoid all 
provocative actions and has said it was closely monitoring 
developments. 
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Sri Lanka troops advance further into rebel area 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lankan troops Tuesday 
advanced further into rebel- 
held territory, meeting neg- 
ligible resistance from sepa- 
ratist Tamil guerrillas for 
the second day, military of- 
ficials said: 

Troops, backed by heavy 
artillery, tanks and air 
cover, pushed deeper into 
the northern Wanni region 
after advancing about eight 
kilometres Monday, a mili- 
tary spokesman told Reuters 
in Colombo. 

"Today also they (troops) 
have advanced and met lit- 
tle resistance," be said. 

The spokesman said 
troops started out from two 
or three different locations, 
but declined to say where 
they were heading. 

The Defence Ministry has 
been right-lipped on the aim 
of the latest offensive, which 
was initially launched on Feb. 
4 from Vavuniya, a govern- 
ment stronghold 220 kilome- 


tres northeast of Colombo. 

The drive resumed Mon- 
day, military officials said, 
after troops paused for about 
10 days to fortify gains fol- 
lowing a 22 kilometres push 
into rebel territory during the 
first three days of the offen- 
sive, code-named "Edi Bala" 
(Brave Force). 

The military spokesman 
declined to reveal the loca- 
tion of the troops, saying it 
would pinpoint their where- 
abouts to Liberation Tiger s 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
fighters. 

“We can’t give locations 
now because they (have) 
artillery. They can hammer 
our troops." he said. 

The rebels shelled Vavu- 
niya 10 days ago. using for 
the first time long-range 
artillery they took from a 
major army camp at north- 
eastern Mullaitivu, which 
they overran last July. 

Two policemen were 
killed in the artillery attack. 


The army has had no ca- 
sualties in the offensive, the 
spokesman said. 

An LTTE spokesman told 
Reuters from London that he 
did not have enough informa- 
tion on the army’s advance to 
comment on it immediately. 

"We are watching the de- 
velopments carefully and 
will make a statement in the 
days ah ead," he said. 

The LTTE are fighting for 
an independent homeland 
for minority Tamils in this 
predominantly Sinhalese 
Indian Ocean island. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have died in the war, n ow in 
its 14th year. The LTTE 
says the toll is much higher. 

Advancing Sri Lankan go- 
vernment forces Tuesday 
captured a strategic road 
junction in the north of the 
country, defence officials 
here said. 

Infantry units, backed by 
tanks and the air force, took 


the Madu road junction 
along the main highway 
linking the northern town of 
Vavuniya with the north- 
western district of Mannar, 
officials said. 

“Troops carried out some 
manoeuvres to take the 
Madu junction," a defence 
official said. About 10 kilo- 
metres away is a highly 
venerated Roman Catholic 
church where thousands of 
civilians have taken refuge. 

Even as the latest offen- 
sive got under way, the 
LTTE fired mortar bombs at 
an army patrol in the north- 
eastern Janakapura village 
overnight Monday, killing 
one soldier and wounding 
two others, officials said. 

Security forces also retali- 
ated by killing two rebels in 
an ambush in the same area, 
officials said. Two more 
people were shot dead by 
unidentified gunmen at the 
Vavuniya town overnight 
Monday, residents said. 
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Indonesia army says 300 dead in clashes — report 


1 ' 


" ■ • »l>'” . *• 

, si 
..IK*”.' 

!."!• * ., .V 


JAKARTA (R) — A senior 
Indonesian army officer 
said about 300 people were 
killed in recent ethnic vio- 
lence in the province of 
West Kalimantan on Borneo 
Island, the 1 Media Indonesia 
newspaper reported Tues- 
day. 

“It’s not true that the num- 
ber of victims killed reached 
more than 1,000. like it was 
quoted in an English-lan- 
guage newspaper in Jakarta. 


The number of people killed 
was about 300 people," Ma- 
jor-General Zacky Anwar 
Makarim, assistant to the ar- 
my chief of staff for securi- 
ty affairs, was quoted as 
saying. 

The paper gave no further 
details on the deaths and 
Gen. Makarim did not name 
the English-language news- 
paper. 

The Indonesian Observer, 
an English-language daily. 


has reported that between 

1.000 and 2,000 people died 
in weeks of fighting bet- 
ween ethnic Dayaks and mi- 
grants from Madura Island 
off East Java. 

Military officials and resi- 
dents in the province had pre- 
viously said at least 12 people 
died over the past six weeks. 

Clashes erupted in Late 
December, apparently after 
a fight over a girl, and last- 
ed "until early February 


before the army deployed 
about 3,000 troops to sepa- 
rate the warring parties. 

Most Dayaks are Chris- 
tians while the Maduran 
migrants are Muslims. 

Armed Forces Chief Ge- 
neral Feisal Tanjung Tues- 
day refused to comment on 
the newspaper reports. 

“The rioting is over, except 
if a few crazy people want to 
start it again." he told repor- 
ters without elaborating. 


Zairean air raids on towns 
held by rebels halt aid flights 


KISANGANI, Zaire (AFP) 
— Zairean air raids on 
rebel-held towns in the east 
of the country left aid work- 
ers here furious Tuesday 
over their inability to fly 
relief to hundreds of thou- 
sands of Rwandan refugees. 

The charity Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSF — 
Doctors Without Borders) 
said that six people were 
confirmed killed and 37 
injured by bombs Monday, 
most of them civilians at a 
market in Bukavu, south of 
Lake Kivu on the Rwandan 
border. 

Marcel Vansoest of MSF, 
who is in regular contact 
with the charity's team in 
Bukavu, .said 500 people 
fled the town after the bom- 
bing. which was the first 
such action by the military 
following serious setbacks 
on the ground. 

"This will probably con- 
tinue today," he added. 

The raids were carried out 
by Serbian mercenaries fly- 
ing Aermachi aircraft of a 
type used for training by 
several European air forces, 
informed sources here said. 

Relief staff were angry 
that the military used fuel 
needed for aid operations 
and commandeered a pump. 
All flights to the refugee 
camp at Tingi-Tingi. 250 ki- 
lometres southeast of Ki- 
sangani had lo be cancelled 
Tuesday. 

‘The army pinched 

20.000 litres of our fuel," 
one aid worker said. "There 
are hundreds of thousands 
of refugees who need aid 
and in the meantime, they 
go and bomb a market” 

Just one plane left Tues- 


day for a new refugee camp 
at Kalima, near Kindu. 
which is one of the two 
towns — with Kisangani — 
where the Zairean army has 
set up headquarters for its 
operations. 500 kilometres 
east of the main guerrilla- 
held towns. 

The mercenaries also 
reportedly attacked a road 
junction at Walikale and a 
refugee camp at Shabundo. 
which had been abandoned 
by Rwandan Hums as the 
mainly Tutsi Zairean rebels 
advanced westwards. 

Lauren t-Desi re Kabila’s 

rebel alliance, which controls 
about 20 per cent of the vast, 
impoverished country, has 
rounded up some of the refu- 
gees and returned them to 
Shabunda. according to un- 
confirmed reports. 

About 400.000 Rwandans 
who fled their neighbouring 
country's genocidal civil war 
of 1994 remain in Zaire, 
some 1 50.000 of them in the 
Tingi-Tingi region, relief 
agencies estimate. 

Many Zaireans also left 
their villages because of the 
rebellion. 

The army reported fight- 
ing in the Oso River region, 
also southeast of Kisangani, 
the capital of Upper Zaire 
province, which lies west of 
the rebel-held Kivu pro- 
vinces on the border with 
Rwanda and Uganda. 

The government refuses 
to negotiate with the rebels 
and has tvamed of a “total 
and crushing counter-offen- 
sive," with the aid of hun- 
dreds of foreign mercenar- 
ies. President Mobutu Sese 
Seko’s regime accuses 
Rwanda. Uganda and Bu- 


rundi of helping the guerril- 
las. 

Western sources said they 
had seen mercenaries with 
the Zairean troops and re- 
ported that the counter-of- 
fensive by government sol- 
diers involved light ar- 
moured vehicles of Yugo- 
slav manufacture. 

Zairean troops are also 
backed by Hutu soldiers or 
the former Rwandan army, 
routed by Tutsi rebels in 
1994. However, a spokes- 
woman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
l UNHCR) said Tuesday that 
the agency had received 
assurances from the army 
commander in Kisangani 
that efforts would be made 
to stop militaiy activities in 
Tingi-Tingi. 

The rebels have threat- 
ened to attack the camp if it 
is used as a military base. 

Following advances by 
the guerrillas, who begun 
their insurgency last Octo- 
ber. Zairean soldiers here 
have been given their first 
pay in more than a year — 
S20 for the troops and more 
for their superiors, accord- 
ing to an officer. 

In a statement. Mr. Kabila 
described the air raids us “a 
criminal act by the decadent 
government in Kinshasa, 
which, instead of attacking 
military targets, chose lo 
bomb the civilian popula- 
tion.” 

"Markets and other work- 
ing-class districts were tar- 
gened," said the statement, 
read out Tuesday by spokes- 
man Raphael Ghenda in 
Goma. the main rebel-held 
town at the northern end of 
Lake Kivu. 


Mr. Ghenda said that the 
attack on Bukavu had tar- 
getted Mr. Kabila, who was 
in the town, but added that 
neither he nor any other 
official in the rebel leader- 
ship was harmed. 

An independent source in 
Goma said government for- 
ces have been bombing re- 
bel positions between Wali- 
kale and Luhutu further to 
the west for some day 

Though civilians in Goma 
were alarmed at the pros- 
pect of air raids. Mr. Ghen- 
da did not see bombings as 
a major threat. “We shall 
seek out the danger at its 
source and neutralise it.” he 
declared, referring to Kisan- 
gani and Kindu. 

Mr. Kabila threatened 
Tuesday lo attack Kisangani 
Air Base, used to bomb 
three rebel -held towns in 
east Zaireit. 

"These are terrorist ac- 
tions. And we are going to 
get ready to lake the war 
precisely to the place from 
where the bombers took 
off," Mr. Kabila said in a 
brief interview broadcast on 
French LCI Television. 

Zaire defence officials 
have said the planes which 
bombed the towns of Buka- 
vu. Shabunda and Walikale 
took off from Kisangani 
where President Mobutu 
Sese Seko has stationed 
newly acquired Russian- 
made jet fighters and heli- 
copter gunships. 

Zaire defence officials 
have reported heavy ground 
battles around Amisi. 270 
kilometres south of Kisan- 
gani. the base of the govern- 
ment’s faltering mercenary - 
backed counter-offensive. 


Wave of 
strikes 
continue 
in Serbia 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Serbian teachers Tuesday 
pushed on with a four- 
week-old strike that has 
affected most of the coun- 
try's elementary and high 
schools after they rejected 
a government compromise 
offer on pay rises. 

Teachers' unions said 
Tuesday that classes have 
been stopped — either to- 
tally or partly — in 1.800 
of the more than 2,000 ele- 
mentary and high schools 
across the country. 

Spokesman Gordana Pet- 
rovic told Belgrade inde- 
pendent Radio B-92 that 
Belgrade teachers had 
called on their provincial 
colleagues to join in a mass 
rally in the capital at noon 
Wednesday, after the strike 
picked up momentum over 
the weekend. 

The teachers started wal- 
king off the job during the 
huge pro-democracy pro- 
tests that choked the capital 
for 88 consecutive days 
after the government re- 
fused opposition wins in 14 
of Serbia's 18 biggest 
rowns and cities. 

These protests unleashed 
a mood of anti-government 
discontent, and though the 
opposition called a halt to 
its marches Saturday after 
Belgrade grudgingly re- 
cognised the opposition 
electoral victories, the tea- 
chers — and some other 
sectors — have carried on 
with their action. 

On Sunday, Premier Mir- 
ko Maijanovic and Tomis- 
lav Banovic, the leader of 
the pro-govemment state 
union, signed an agreement 
designed to end the teachers' 
strike, promising to pay their 
December salaries and offer- 
ing a wage increase though 
one that fell short of the 
teachers’ demands. 

The agreement however 
angered elementary and high 
school teachers, including 
teachers’ representative Jgos 
Bulatovic who dismissed it 
as "shameful." Spokesmen 
said it promoted many lech- 
ers who were not yet on 
strike to stop work, stating 
that Mr. Banovic had been 
named by the government 
and had no right to represent 
them. 


Bosnian Serbs expecting mass 
exodus from Eastern Slavonia 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AFP) — Bos- 
nian Serbs are preparing to 
receive tens of thousands of 
refugees from Serb-held 
Eastern Slavonia in Croatia 
before the area reverts to 
Zagreb’s control, according 
to an organisation here. 

The “Association of Serbs 
Expelled From Croatia" 
said that between 60,000 
and 70,000 Serbs out of the 

120.000 there were plan- 
ning to leave the area. 

Under a 1995 agreement 
between Zagreb and the re- 
bel Serbs, the area, which 
borders Serbia, must revert 
to Zagreb's control before 
January 1998 at the latest, 
and local elections due on 
April 13 will be a key step 
in that process. 

The organisation said that 
the exodus would be of 
Serbs who had fled to Eas- 
tern Slavonia from the for- 
mer Serb-held Krajina re- 


gion of Croatia, which was 
recaptured by the Croatian 
army in 1995. 

It said that some 100 fam- 
ilies had already registered 
themselves through the Or- 
ganisation on Housing Lists 
in the Republika Srpska — 
the Bosnian Serb entity. 

Since the beginning of 
February, hundreds of visits 
had been made by people 
scouting out areas to the 
east of Banja Luka, the or- 
ganisation said. 

In addition, the former 
leader of the Krajina Serbs. 
Milan Manic, who is want- 
ed by the international war 
crimes tribunal in the 
Hague, is rebuilding Mus- 
lim houses in the village of 
Kozarac. near Banja Luka, 
for Serb refugees, sources 
say. 

The village was near Pri- 
jedor. 

Mr. Manic has reportedly 
been soliciting funds from 


Serbs living abroad and has 
already repaired about 20 
houses in the village, the 
sources said. 

The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment has also recently vo- 
ted on measures to provide 
aid to Croatian Serbs who 
want to live in the Repub- 
lika Srpska. 

Jacques Klein, the U.N. 
chief of Eastern Slavonia, 
has said that the best 
"guesstimate" of how many 
Serbs will leave is between 

15,000 and 20.000, U.N. 
sources say. 

Thousands have already 
left since the start of the 
U.N. mandate in January 
1996, the United Nations 
says, despite warnings that 
if they left of their own ac- 
cord they would not qualify 
as refugees and hence 
would not necessarily re- 
ceive aid from international 
bodies. 


Pakistan’s Sharif starts first 
day in office with shake-up 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha- 
rif started his first day in of- 
fice Tuesday with a shake- 
up in bureaucracy aimed at 
putting the economy back 
on the rails and creating se- 
curity and stability in 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Sharif, who is yet to 
name his cabinet, initiated 
his move to gear up the ad- 
ministrative machinery and 
some key changes were an- 
nounced soon after he was 
swom-in Monday as prime 
minister for the second 
time. 

Anwar Zahid, a senior go- 
vernment official in Mr. Sh- 
arif’s 1990-93 administra- 
tion has been brought back 
as special assistant to the 
prime minister with status 
of a federal minister, offi- 
cial sources said. 

Mr. Zahid. who previous- 
ly served as principal secre- 
tary to Mr. Sharif, was rep- 
laced by Mr. ShariF s suc- 
cessor Benazir Bhutto. 

Ms. Bhutto was ousted by 
President Farooq Ahmad 
Leghari in November amid 
allegations of corruption 
and misrule. 

Akhtar Zaman Khan 
Sherdil. a senior civil ser- 
vant serving as secretary in 
the Interior Ministry, 'has 
been assigned as principal 


secretary to the prime min- 
ister. 

Mr. Sharif, who promised 
“clean and honest adminis- 
tration" Monday after the 
new parliament endorsed 
his appointment, commands 
an overwhelming majority 
in the house. 

He has also started a re- 
shuffle in the Police Depart- 
ment, and has replaced 
some !■ :y officers after hit- 
ting out at a recent rise in 
crime. 

Parvez Rathore. a former 
chief of the Islamabad po- 
lice during Mr. Sharif's pre- 
vious tenure has been ap- 
pointed chief security offi- 
cer to the prime minister. 

Sources in his Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) said 
the new premier, whose 
first priority’ is to revitalise 
the economy, would bring 
in his own men to run key 
sectors. 

The government has al- 
ready asked a senior Com- 
merce Ministry officer Fa- 
roogh Naveed to join his 
team at the prime ministry 
secretariat. 

“It is my promise to the 
people that 1 will not sit idle 
until I solve their problems. 
Mr. Sharif pledged after 
taking office. 

Armed with a massive 
mandate Mr. Sharif vowed 


to take “drastic steps" to 
surmount the “grave" prob- 
lems he inherited. 

But analysts said despite 
the euphoria Mr. Sharif 
knows the kitty is empty. 

The country is saddled 
with S30 billion in external 
loans and an almost equal 
amount of domestic bank 
borrowing. 

it also ha** to pay back 
some S600 million in for- 
eign debts next month while 
the foreign exchange re- 
serves stand at a meagre 
S700 million, they said. 

Besides the mounting 
debts and budget deficit, in- 
flation and unemployment 
are the issues which need 
his immediate attention. 

Admitting that the econo- 
my is in a shambles. Mr. 
Sharif said “major surgery” 
was required to cut govern- 
ment spendings. 

Some 40 per cent facto- 
ries and mills are closed due 
to various reasons. Mr. Sha- 
rif said he would revive in- 
dustrial and agriculture pro- 
duction. 

Economic mismanage- 
ment and rampant corrup- 
tion was one of the key cau- 
ses of Ms. Bhutto's ouster 
which had triggered Feb. 3 
elections. 
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Quest for lasting peace 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's visits to London, 
Bonn. Casablanca and Dublin this week came 
ahead of his talks with Israeli and American lead- 
ers to discuss the peace process in the area and its 
implications. The King's talks last week with 
British Prime Minister John Major and other 
high officials obviously gave an added impetus to 
the search for a comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East that will encompass Syria and 
Lebanon, now that the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks appear to be picking up speed and consoli- 
dating. Likewise the Monarch's talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl in Bonn took place 
within the framework of the need for a greater 
role for the European Union (EU) in shaping the 
future of the region. 

It goes without saying that the economic and 
political dimensions of the peace regime in the 
Middle East are interconnected and inseparable. 
Pinning too much hope on regional economic 
development as the principal panacea to dangers 
in the path of peace is as wrong as attaching a 
greater role for political and security considera- 
tions. The best guarantee for a working and 
durable peace is a fair and equitable peace that 
takes into consideration the legitimate concerns 
and aspirations of all the peoples of the area. 
History, both ancient and contemporary, is full of 
precedents that show how “bad” peace had been 
the very prescription for renewed conflict, both 
military and political. As the King repeatedly 
stated all the parties should strive for a durable 
peace that future generations would accept and 
support when regional and international condi- 
tions change. 

In Bonn, the King called on Syria and Israel to 
resume their talks and build on the achievements 
of the past five years and the Madrid formula. In 
his talks with Israeli and American leaders the 
King is expected further to articulate Jordan's 
position on the need for rapid progress towards 
total peace in the Middle East. While the stage 
looks to be set for the resumption of talks on the 
Syrian-Israeli track, thorny issues still await res- 
olution on the Palestinian-Israeli track. Those are 
Jerusalem, Israeli settlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories and refugees. Jordan, through joint 
efforts with other Arab and Muslim countries, 
would like to impress on the Israeli people and 
leadership that unless the issue of Jerusalem is 
solved to the satisfaction of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and the Arab and Muslim worlds, the seeds 
of conflict will continue to be dormant and one 
day bear bitter fruit Likewise is the issue of 
Israeli settlement of Palestinian territories and 
Palestinian refugees dispersed all over the Middle 
East. 

What Jordan wants to tell every concerned 
party is that peace is at hand and that every one 
must do their utmost to make its attainment pos- 
sible and soon. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL R.VI daily discussed Jordanian citizens' rights to 
real estates and other property in Israel and said that 
under the peace treaty, these rights are safeguarded and 
must be returned to their Jordanian rightful owners. If 
peace is to be between people rather than governments 
and if treaties are to be implemented in practice rather 
than theory, all provisions of the Jordan- Israel peace 
treaty ■should be respected and honoured, said the daily 
in an editorial Tuesday. The paper said that the Israeli 
absentees law. which authorises the Israeli government 
to take possession of people living abroad, should by 
no means be applied to Jordanians who still hold real 
estate deeds proving their ownership of the property. 
\Ye are shocked at Israel's intransigent position which 
claims thar Jordanian citizens’ property is an internal 
Israeli issue and the Arabs have no right to discuss it, 
said the daily. If peace is to be maintained and become 
comprehensive and sustainable, said the paper, the pro- 
visions of the peace treaty should be implemented in 
full, otherwise Jordan's doubts about Israel's sincerity 
towards peace will be deepened and will adversely 
affect bilateral relations. 

A WRITER for Al Aswaq accused Israel of escalating 
its war on the Arab Nation by peddling drugs in the 
Arab countries with the collaboration of international 
drug traffickers and their agents in the Arab region. 
Rashid Hasson noted that the Jordanian borders and 
badiu forces have lately faced a noticeable increase in 
the drug traffickers activities along the Kingdom's bor- 
ders. with the smugglers resorting to advanced and 
sophisticated methods to smuggle drugs into the coun- 
try with the purpose of destabilising its internal securi- 
ty. Recalling that the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
had employed drugs in dealing with the north 
Vietnamese and thaf Israel had resorted to smuggling 
illicit drugs into the occupied Palestinian lands, the 
writer said all these attempts are clearly designed to 
spread crime in the Arab society, ruin its fabric, fight its 
beliefs and destabilise its national, religious and ethical 
beliefs. The writer said that Israel has been found to 
have smuggled a great deal of drugs into Egypt for the 
sake of achieving that purpose and he said it would not 
be surprising to anyone to discover that the Jewish state 
is practising the same evil methods against Jordan. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Harassment of Arabs at airports must end 


ALONG WITH increased 
security at U.S. airports, 
there are increased reports 
of discriminatory treat- 
ment of Arab and.’ Muslim 
passengers — including 
U.S. citizens. 

Washington's Arab Am- 
erican Muslim organisa- 
tions have received 
numerous credible com- 
plaints from their mem- 
bers establishing a con- 
vincing pattern of abuse 
by some airlines and some 
airport security personnel. 

In most instances, the 
complainants report that 
they were singled out for 
special searches or ques- 
tioning before they were 
allowed to board their air- 
craft. And in each instance 
it appears that only per- 
sons with Arabic appear- 
ances. Arabic names, or 
women with hijab or men 
with beards were the tar- 
gets of such treatment. 

1 devoted my weekly 
call-in television pro- 
gramme, “A Capital View" 
(broadcast on ANA Arab- 
Net) to the subject this 
week and invited callers to 
report instances of such 
discriminatory treatment 
My guest on the show was 
attorney Greg Nojeim. the 
Washington Legislative 
Counsel of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, an 
U.S. organisation that 
defends the constitutional 
rights of all in the U.S. 

Mr. Nojeim and 1 were 
both deeply troubled by 
what we heard. Doctors, 
professionals, women in 


their sixties, young preg- 
nant mothers — all told 
stories of being singled out 
by airport personnel for 
searches (that often left 
their belongings in a pile 
on the floor) and question- 
ing that was. oftentimes, 
demeaningly. And all the 
individuals who reported 
these procedures had one 
thing in common — Arab 

ancestry. 

It was precisely this dis- 
criminatory behaviour that 
brought Arab American 
and American Muslim 
organisations together to 
present a strong case 
before the White House 
Commission on Aviation 
Safety and Security. The 
commission was founded 
in August of 1996 by 
President Bill Clinton in 
the aftermath of the tragic 
explosion that brought 
down TWA Flight 800. 
Headed by Vice President 
Al Gore, the commission 
was created in order to 
make recommendations to 
the president designed to 
improve the security and 
safety of air transporta- 
tion. 

Our groups, of course, 
shared this goal of air safe- 
ty. Our communities travel 
on the average more than 
most Americans principal- 
ly because of our visits to 
the Middle East. While we 
want to be secure, we do 
not want to become the 
victims or targets of 
enhanced safety proce- 
dures. 

We, in fact support most 


of the improvements that 
are currently being recom- 
mended to improve safety. 
Proposals to: make 

mandatory matching of 
baggage to each passen- 
ger, increase the number 
of bomb sniffing dogs: 
increase security person- 
nel at work in U.S. air- 
ports: improve training for 
airport personnel; conduct 
security assessments of all 
U.S. airports and increase 
federal hinds to provide 
for new hi-tech security 
equipment where neces- 
sary — all those are 
important and desirable. 

Where Arab Americans 
and American Muslims 
groups have a concern is 
with die practice of “pro- 
filing" currently in use at 
some U.S. airports. 
“Profiling" means the cre- 
ation by security personnel 
of a stereotypical security 
threat. Once the profile is 
established, security per- 
sonnel screen out all indi- 
viduals who match the 
characteristics of that pro- 
file for special searches 
and interrogation. 

By definition, this form 
of profiling is discrimina- 
tory. When a profile of 
young black males driving 
expensive cars was used 
by police departments to 
search for drugs, it was 
correctly condemned as 
racist. When Jews who 
worked in the government 
were a suspect profile after 
the Pollard affair, that was 
justifiably criticised as dis- 
criminatory. And now 


when Arab and Muslims 
are the profile used in air- 
port security searches, we 
feel right to condemn the 
practice and demand that it 
be stopped. 

Four groups participated 
in this effort. The Council 
on American Islamic 
Relations (CAJR) partici- 
pated in the civil liberties 
panel formed to advise the 
White House 

Commission. The Arab 
American Institute (AAI), 
the American- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) and the American 
Muslim Council (.AMC) 
met with the commission 
staff and presented specif- 
ic cases of discrimination. 

1 was also able to secure 
an opportunity for AAI 
and ADC to testify and 
make recommendations 
before the full commis- 
sion. In our testimony we 
told stories of how Arabs 
and Muslims had their 
rights violated at U.S. air- 
ports. We concluded by 
asking the commission ro 
insist that profiling not be 
based on any ethnic, reli- 
gious, or racial character- 
istics. We also asked that 
an independent panel be 
created to hear complaints 
from passengers whose 
rights were violated so that 
it can be determined which 
airlines and airports were 
engaged in discriminatory 
practices. We received 
many favourable respons- 
es from the commissioners 
present and when the com- 
mission's final recommen- 


dations were made to the 
president this week, our 
concerns and those of the 
civil liberties groups were 
reflected in their report. 

While accepting the 
practice of profiling, the 
commission recommend- 
ed that: “No profile should 
contain or be based on... 
national origin, racial, eth- 
nic. religious or gender 
characteristics.” 

While the commission 
did not accept our recom- 
mendation for an indepen- 
dent panel to monitor 
these practices they did 
“recommend at a mini- 
mum that the Department 
of Justice ... periodically 
review the profiling struc- 
tures and create an outside 
panel should that... be nec- 
essary." 

With the force of the 
president’s commission 
behind us, our groups will 
now continue the efforts to 
ensure that no airport or 
airliife operates in a rogue 
manner outside che com- 
missions' guidelines. 

The use of ethnic and 
religious stereotypes in 
profiling at U.S. airports 
must now be ended. We 
will continue to monitor 
the situation, record 
offences as they occur. 
ADC may file a lawsuit if 
necessary and we will con- 
tinue to press die adminis- 
tration and Congress to 
create the review panel 
that will be needed to offi- 
cially record and eliminate 
any discrimination at U.S. 
airports. 


Israeli residency laws for Palestinian 
Jerusalemites are ‘absurd’ and forbidding 


By Dan Lean 

The author is co-managing 
editor of the Palestine -Israel 
Journal. The following article 
is reprinted from the 
Jerusalem Post. 

IN AN effort to convey the 
absurdity of Israeli residency 
laws and regulations for 
Palestinian Jerusalemites, Att- 
orney Leah Tsemel declared: 
“If Bibi Netanyahu were a 
Palestinian, his 1 2-year stay in 
the U.S. would have annulled 
his residency rights in 
Jerusalem." 

According to the Israeli reg- 
ulations for Palestinians in 
Jerusalem, these rights are lost 
after seven years abroad. 

The difference is that 
Netanyahu is a citizen, where- 
as since 1 967. nearly all 
Palestinian Jerusalemites, hav- 
i ng rejected the option of 
Israeli citizenship, only have 
blue ID cards with the status of 
‘■permanent resident" accord- 
ing to the law of Entry into 
Israel (1952). and Entry into 
Israel regulations ( 1974). 


The language sounds odd. 
since these 160,000 
Palestinian Jerusalemites did 
not “enter Israel," but were 
bom and/or bred in the city, 
often going back many genera- 
tions. 

Up to 1995. reentry visas 
were issued to Palestinian East 
Jerusalemites living abroad 
(including the West Bank), 
valid for one to three years. 
Since 1994, the Ministry of 
Interior, basing itself on a High 
Court decision, has demanded 
proof that Jerusalem is the 
applicant’s “centre of life” as a 
condition in all family reunifi- 
cation cases. 

Research by the Centre for 
the Defence of che Individual 
raises fears that the forms 
proving “centre of life" require 
a near-impossible degree of 
documentation. 

Unable to build in Jerusalem 
because most of their land was 
expropriated from 1967. 
Palestinians were compelled 
by the bousing shomge ro 
move into the outskirts of 
Jerusalem, which are outside 
the municipal borders (places 


like Abu Dis, Al Azariya and 
Al Ram). 

Now. to -remain -Jerus- 
alemites. these 1 sable' -people 
would need to prove that they 
work, educate their children 
etc. (“centre of life") in that 
same Jerusalem where they 
couldn't find a place to live. 

The Jerusalem weekly Kol 
Ha’ir estimates that present 
policies could lead ro the with- 
drawal of at least half of the 
present number of Palestinian 
Jerusalem ID cards. 
Palestinian leader Faisal 
Husseini puts the number 
already revoked at over 1,000. 

Another absurdity: With the 
family reunification work 
frozen because of the 1995 
investigation of bribery and 
corruption in the Jerusalem 
branch of the Ministry of the 
Interior. 10.000 Jerusalem 
reunification requests remain 
unattended, without the appli- 
cants being informed. 

Who is a Jerusalemite? 

Interviewed in Orient House, 
Husseini doesn't conceal his 
bitter resentment against poli- 
cies “which treat us as foreign- 


ers in our own capital. When 
we tried to build in Jerusalem. 
.. our ( houses were demolished. 
.jSoi'we. went to live in ihe out- 
skirts. 

“Now the status of these 
Palestinian Jerusalemites is 
jeopardised. We will defend 
them, come what may." 

Husseini sees Israeli policies 
toward Palestinian Jerus- 
alemites as a blatant contradic- 
tion of the Oslo accords. 

When the subject of 
Jerusalem (and not only East 
Jerusalem, he stresses) was 
held over for the final status 
negotiations, unilateral action 
on the issue was forbidden. 

“If the Israelis force our 
hand through taking our land 
and our ID cards, we will 
mobilise public opinion in the 
Arab World and in the interna- 
tional community in our 
defence." he says. “Without 
assuring the rights of the 
Palestinian population of 
Jerusalem, the whole peace 
process is endangered" 

These rights are not only 
political. They touch on family 
reunification, but also on the 


registration of babies, the abil- 
ity to work in Jerusalem under 

closure, education. National _ . .... 

. Insurance payments involving^ u tants most*- competent to 


areas like health and pensions, 
travel abroad, and provision, at 
age 16. of ID cards for chil- 
dren. 

The authorities have been 
understandably reluctant to 
provide figures for the number 
of IDs revoked according to 
the new policies, which human 
rights organisations call “quiet 
transfer.” However, the 
Ministry of the Interior finally 
succumbed to pressure and 
agreed, at the end of January 
1997, to give some of the fig- 
ures, as long as the work 
involved is paid for. 

Officials dealing with the 
subject dismiss accusations of 
discrimination, claiming that 
everything is in order. 

In reply. Ms. Kathleen Riley 
from the U.S. Consulate in 
Jerusalem said: “It is like you 
tell your neighbour ro stop 
beating his dog, and he simply 
claims he doesn't have a dog at 
all." 


Israel knew of Albright’s Jewish roots and kept silent 


By Barton GeUman 

JERUSALEM — More than 
two years ago. long before last 
week's disclosure and before 
the U.S. secretary of state. 
Madeleine Albright, said she 
knew herself, the Israeli gov- 
ernment learned of her Jewish 
roots and treated them as a 
sensitive diplomatic confi- 
dence, current and former 
Foreign Ministry officials say. 

Gad Yaacobi. who served 
alongside Mrs. Albright in 
New- York as Israel's ambas- 
sador to the United Nations, 
said be received “very hard 
and strong information about 
this matter" in late 1994 from 
the British publishing magnate 
George Weidenfeld. an 
Austrian-born Jew who knew 
Mrs. Albright’s father in 
London during World War II. 

After learning additional 
details about Mrs. Albright’s 
father. Josef Korbel. from 
Israeli Jews of Czech origin, 
Mr. Yaacobi said he briefed the 
prime minister ar the time, 
Yitzhak Rabin. He later told 
Mr. Rabin's successor. Shimon 
Peres. 

"I didn’t think I should share 
this information with people 
who might misinterpret it.** 
Mr. Yaacobi said "I trusted 
very much the judgement of 
Rabin and Peres in these mat- 


ters. I shared it in private talks, 
not in writing." 

It was of paramount impor- 
tance to Israel, two current 
officials said on condition of 
anonymity, not to embarrass a 
woman they regarded as an 
influential friend in the Clinton 
administration. They said 
Israel was careful not to thrust 
upon her information she 
might not wish to know or dis- 
cuss. 

Some officials also believed 
it was not in Israel’s interest 
for Mrs. Albright's Jewish 
roots to be widely known, lest 
she felt pressure to prove her 
evenhandedness at Israel’s 
expense. 

Since che disclosure of Mrs. 
Albright’s family history, 
which includes three grandpar- 
ents killed in the Holocaust, 
the Jewish state has main- 
tained a slightly awkward 
silence. 

What small enthusiasm there 
has been, such as the large- 
type headline of the tabloid 
Yedioth Aharonoth — “One of 
us" — is muted by an under- 
current of wonder, and from 
some quarters disapproval, at 
Mrs. Albright’s seeming lack 
of interest in exploring her 
Jewish origins. 

Israel’s substantial commu- 
nity of Czech Jews, which 
includes a few who knew Mrs. 


Albright’s parents, also tends 
to be less than enthusiastic 
about the decision of Josef and 
Mondula Korbel to convert to 
Catholicism around the time of 
World War II. 

By Jewish tradition and reli- 
gious law, Mrs. Albright was 
bom and remains a Jew despite 
her upbringing as a Catholic 
and her present identification 
as an Episcopalian. 

But it was precisely the hope 
of Mrs. Albright’s father, 
according to an Israeli who 
said he knew him well, to strip 

himself of Jewishness. Avigdor 
Dagan, 84, spent the war years 
with Josef Korbel in London in 
the Czechoslovak diplomatic 
service. 

Mr. Dagan worked alongside 
Mr. Korbel in the 
Czechoslovak govemment-in- 
exile that opposed the German 
occupation of their homeland, 
beginning in 1939. Mr. Korbel, 
he said, believaed a Jew could 
never reach the top of the 
Czechoslovak foreign service. 

Mr. Korbel’s Jewishness was 
"not only gone,” said Mr. 
Dagan. who moved to Israel in 
1949 and served as its ambas- 
sador to Poland, Norway and 
Austria, “there was an active 
desire to get rid of eveiy thing.” 

“This came between us." he 
added. “He simply refused to 
acknowledge that he was bom 


as a Jew, and this was some- 
thing I hated.” 

Mrs. Albright’s maternal 
grandparents, whom Mr. 
Dagan had known in 
Czechoslovakia, were more 
comfortable with their roots. 
Mr. Dagan said they lived in an 
eastern Bohemian town along 
with about 30 Jewish families 
and weat to synagogue for 
Judaism’s high holy days, 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. 

Israeli commentators tend to 
agree that the Jewish state is 
far less obsessed today about 
Jews in high positions abroad 
than it used to be. Henry 
Kissinger, the first Jewish U.S. 
secretary of state, endured a 
good deal of diplomatic abuse 
here during the Nixon admin- 
istration. A historian, Tom 
Segev, said the prevailing 
hypothesis about anyone who 
seemed critical of Israel then 
was. “if you are not Jewish, 
you're on anti-Semite, and if 
you are Jewish, you are eaten 
up by self-hatred." 

Colette Avital, the Israeli 
consul general in New York, 
said Israeli society had since 
matured. While making that 
point in a lecture last month, 
she even referred openly — 
largely unnoticed at the time 
— to Mrs. Albright’s back- 
ground. 


“Here, less than 20 years 
after Kissinger,” she said in the 
lecture delivered in Hebrew on 
Jan. 14 at Tel Aviv University, 
“the American peace team is 
composed of two Jews, Dennis 
Ross and Aaron Miller.” 

She went on to list other 
Jews in the U.S. administra- 
tion, such as the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Israel. Martin Indyk. 
the national security adviser 
Samuel Berger, and his deputy 
James Steinberg. 

“Even the new secretary of 
state, Madeleine Albright, is of 
Jewish origin.” she added. 
“These appointments now 
appear to be something that 
can be taken for granted.” 

Mr. Yaacobi said he never 
discussed what he knew about 
Mrs. Albright’s roots. As a 
guest at a Passover Seder at his 
home in 1995, he said. Mrs 
AJbrighr told him she was 
"quite familiar with the Jewish 
tradition because there was a 
veiy prominent and influential 
Jewish community in Prague.” 
“She knew very well that’ I 
am the Israeli ambassador, that 

Urn Jewish, and I thoughuhat 

she knows about her back- 
ground. perhaps one dav she ll 
jeh me, Mr. Yaacobi said. T 
left it untouched by me in our 
many conversations." 
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Elegy to 
election 

By Ali Kassay 

SO, THE year 1997 is with 
us. and it is making steady 
progress. Very soon cam- 
paigns will begin in earnest 
for Jordan’s general parlia- 
mentary elections. ( and ( in 
November we shall be 
invited to the polls to chose 
the fine men and women 
who will represent us into 
the new century. 

I was prevented from vot- 
ing during the last general 
elections "because 1 had to 
be abroad: but I was grate- 
ful for the law introduced 
at the time, giving each cit- 
izen only one vote, princi- 
pally because the promul- 
gation of this law inspired a 
Jordanian sociologist to 
forecast thar the elections 
would produce a rise in the 
rate of divorce in Jordan. 

You see, this analyst fore- 
saw that every man would 
swear to divorce his wife 
unless she voted for . his 
cousin who promised to 
give him a job once elect- 
ed. At the same time, she 
would be compelled to vote 
for her brother, to ensure 
that he would not deprive 
her of her rightful share of 
their parents' inheritance 
when the time comes. 
Fortunately none of this 
happened because most 
Jordanians marry within 
the family, so the cousin 
and the brother happened 
to be the same person more 
often than otherwise. 

In nine months, however, 
I shall not fail to exercise 
my national right and duty, 
as the people of Jordan 
select from among the can- 
didates those with the most 
penetrating vision and 
foresight. — . the contes- 




comprehend the complex 
transformation that is tak- 
ing place in the world — 
the candidates most apt to 
help mould our society into 
a dynamic entity that com- 
petes successfully in and 
contributes positively to 
the new age that will dawn 
upon us. 

This year, as I come to 
make my choice on such a 
vital issue, I will be com- 
forted by the realisation 
that our deputies have man- 
ifested a great capacity for 
innovation and inventive- 
ness in the field of security. v 
They have devised offen- 
sive weapons from so 
many innocuous quotidian 
objects, such as ashtrays 
and glasses of water which 
have been used as missiles 
or clubs, depending on the 
prox unity of their inter- 
locutors, to the accompani- 
ment of a wealth of uniden- 
tified flying adjectives. 

On one occasion, we are 
informed by a weekly pub- 
lication. the representatives 
of the people did away with 
armament and decided to 
drown each other's argu- 
ment by spining at each 
other. This exchange of 
bodily fluids was clearly 
undertaken in a valiant 
attempt to support the 
paper-handkerchief indus- 
try that is so important for ' 
our national economy. 

Even more reassuring is d* 
our deputies' open minded- 
ness and flexibility that 
enables them to appreciate 
new developments that 
require them to develop 
and modify their attitudes 
and standpoints. In this 
spirit, deputies who were 
elected on the platform 
cancelling the sales tax 
voted in favour of raising 
!*• Others who were voted 
in on a stand against peace 
with Israel have seen the 
light and become ardent, 
supporters of normalisation 
with our neighbours to the 
west. Yet others who 
promised the common naan 
. the .v alone hold his 
interests and concerns at 
heart have either voted in 
rax our of raising bread 
prices or absented Uiem- 
selves to avoid defeating# 
roe motion. 

, J his ihc dilemma of - 

_ .y°i er m Jordan. He is ; 
spoilt for choice. 
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LONDON (AFP) — The 
Commonwealth secretariat 
confirmed on Tuesday the 
Palestinian representative 
to London had approached 
the organisation to discuss 
the possibility of obtaining 
-observer status” for the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). 

Secretariat spokesman 

Michael Fathers said Com- 
monwealth Secretary Gen- 
eral Chief Emeka Anyaoku 
had told Afif Safieh the 
body, headed by Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth n and 
made up of 53 former terri- 
tories and colonies, did not 
accept observer members 
-but if they were interested 
in joining, that was another 
issue.” 

“The ambassador was 
told that not being an inde- 
pendent sovereign state was 
no bar to discussions of 
membership until sover- 
eignly was obtained.” be 
said. 

Mr. Fathers also raised 
the possibility of a Com- 
monwealth with both Israel 
and Palestine as members. 

“The other requirement of 
membership is of a former 


constitutional link to 
Britain and both Israel and 
Palestine would satisfy this, 
I would imagine,” he said 

Britain ruled the then 
Palestine as a mandanvl ter- 
ritory for some 30 years, 
and under the Hebron with- 
drawal deal signed with 
Israel last month negotia- 
tions on a final settlement 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians are due to start 
in March and be completed 
by May 1999. 

But the British Foreign 
Office poured cold water 
on any application, saying: 
“We expect full compliance 
with the Harare Declaration 
on Human Rights, use of 
the English language, and 
the acceptance of the queen 
as head of the Common- 
wealth." 

Mr. Safieh told the 
Guardian newspaper on 
Tuesday that no decision 
had been taken on an appli- 
cation. 

“This is just an idea that I 
am exploring,” he said. 

“We have plenty of points 
in common, including the 
connection to the former 
mandatory power. We have 


Police question Netanyahu 
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der by Israeli secret service 
agents of two Palestinians 
captured after hijacking an 
Israeli bus. 

The current investigation 
centers on the choice of Mr. 
Bar-On, a defence attorney 
and militant in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party, 
for attorney-general over 
the objections of several 
government ministers and 
legal advisers. 

Israel state television 
reported on Jan. 23 that Mr. 
Bar-On was appointed at 
the demand of Arieh Deri, 
who heads the powerful 
religipus party Shas and is 
op'.-.tiial^ for frand.^apd. 
bribery. 1 n \ 

According to the television 
report, Mr. Deri sought to 
link his party’s support for 
the Hebron accord with the 
Palestinians with a plea- 
bargain deal in his bribery 
case that Mr. Bar-On had 
allegedly agreed to. 

Mr. Netanyahu. Mr. Deri 
and Mr. Bar-on have all 
denied the Television 
report. 

“We have no choice, we 
have to question the prime 
minister about several 
issues. It is a difficult 
assignment for which the 
interrogators are well pre- 
pared,” Israel’s police chief 
Assaf Hefetz told Israeli 
television. 

“The investigation is mak- 
ing progress^ but it is not 
yet possible to say when it 
will finish.” he added. 

The Yediot Aharonot news- 
paper reported Monday that 
Mr. Netanyahu told close 
associates over the week- 
end that he was confident 
he would be cleared of any 
wrongdoing in the affair. 
Police reportedly want to 
ask Mr. Netanyahu who 
first recommended Mr. 
Bar-On for the attorney- 
general’s job and why he 
approved the appointment 
despite alleged opposition 
from his own legal advis- 


ers. 

Police have already ques- 
tioned a score of officials 
and Likud activists in con- 
nection with the affair, 
including Mr. Deri. Mr. 
Bar-On, Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbr, Netanyahu 
chief of staff Avi'gdor 
Liebermau and legal advis- 
ers Yitzhak Molkho and 
Dan Shimron. 

Press reports said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s cabinet secre- 
tary, Dany Naveh, would 
also be questioned this 
week and that police 
intended to hold a new 
round of interrogations 
with several people who 
have already given testi- 
mony. ^ 

This time they would be' 
questioned under warning 
that their answers could be 
used against them in future 
legal action, the reports 
said. 

These persons reportedly 
include Mr. Deri, Mr. Bar- 
On and Mr. Lieberman. 
who is considered Mr. 
Netanyahu's closest confi- 
dant. 

Press leaks about progress 
in the investigation have 
said police as yet have no 
evidence Mr. Netanyahu 
was directly involved in 
any illegal action sur- 
rounding Mr. Bar- On's 
appointment 

But several other officials 
are reportedly suspected of 
fraud, 

conspiracy and breach of 
trust 

Mr. Bar-On withdrew his 
candidacy for attorney-gen- 
eral on Jan. 12 after wide- 
spread protests over his 
political links to the gov- 
ernment and lack of judi- 
cial experience. 

Channel 2 Television said 
Mr. Netanyahu would be 
questioned on whether Mr. 
Deri had applied pressure 
for the appointment and 
how exactly Mr. Bar-On 
was proposed to the cabinet 
before the vote confirming 
him. 


Lima crisis lingers on 


(Continued from page 1) 
Bui the rebels called on peo- 
ple “not to trust Fujimori's 
promises. He only seeks a pre- 
text to launch a military 
takeover of the (Japanese) res- 
idence." 

In Washington, the Pentagon 
denied that the U.S. military 
was involved in a Peruvian 
contingency plan for an assault 
to free the hostages, who were 
seized Dec. 1 7 when a heavi- 
ly armed Tupac Amaru com- 
mando stormed the Japanese 
ambassador's residence during 
a reception and took hundreds 
of guests hostage. 

“We’re not involved in any 
planning" said Lieutenant 
Colonel Nancy Burt “The 
Peruvians have never asked 
for our support.” 

The i Lima newspaper La 
Republics reported over the 
weekend that the Peruvian 
military had drawn up a plan to 
storm the diplomat’s home 
with Peruvian and U.S. com- 


mandos if the hostage-taking 
cannot be solved peacefully. 

Mr. Fujimori again denied 
the government planned lo 
storm the compound, but 
stressed this did not mean the 
use of force could be ruled out 
should the leftist rebels harm 
any of the hostages. 

The Tupac Amaru rebels 
ruled out further hostage 
releases and warned that in the 
event of illness, the captives 
would have to receive medical 
treatment on the premises. 

They released most of then- 
captives, some for medical 
reasons, but have kept 72 since 
Jan. 26. 

Mediators have met repeat- 
edly since Sunday to by to 
pave the way for negotiations. 
The mediating team includes 
Ayacucho Archbishop Juan 
Luis Cipriani, Canadian 
Ambassador Anthony Vincent, 
Red Cross facilitator Michel 
Minnig and Japanese observer 
Tenisuke Terada. 


excellent relations with all 
Commonwealth countries 
and it will enhance our 
interaction with the 
international system.” 
Decisions on new Com- 
monwealth members are 
taken by all existing mem- 
bers and representatives 
from 12 Commonwealth 
nations are currently draft- 
ing formal requirements 
and conditions for member- 
ship, which will be present- 
ed to the Commonwealth 
heads of government sum- 
mit in Edinburgh in Octo- 
ber. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman said no applica- 
tions for membership — 
including one by Yemen, 
which was ruled by Britain 
from JS29 until rhe with- 
drawal from East Suez in 
1967 — were likely to be 
considered before October. 

Nigeria's membership 
was suspended in 1995 
after the execution of 
human rights activist Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight oth- 
ers, and the country is 
threatened with expulsion. 

Gandhi 

daughter 

married 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Priyanka Gandhi, daughter 
of former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and a mem- 
ber of independent India's 
most powerful dynasty, 
was married here Tuesday 
at a private ceremony. 

Around 120 guests, 
including Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda and 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma attended the heavi- 
ly : gifarded c^rrioriy.j the 
first" wedding ’in' the 'family 
in 25 years, witnesses said. 

The Gandhis said in a 
statement the 26-year-old 
Priyanka, wore a pale pink 
South Indian temple saree 
which belonged to her 
charismatic grandmother, 
Indira Gandhi. 

Bridegroom Robert 
Vadra, a businessman, 
wore a turban and white 
knee-length coat for the 
wedding at the Gandhis' 
10, Janpath residence, 
India’s best-known 

address. 

“Priyanka and Robert 
were married in a tradition- 
al Hindu ceremony ... it 
opened with the chanting 
of sacred verses and was 
followed by the giving 
away of the bride," the 
statement said. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Mother Teresa, meanwhile, 
faxed a message to Sonia 
Gandhi, Priyanka ’s mother, 
with her blessings to the 
new couple from the head- 
quarters of her Missionar- 
ies of Charity Order in Cal- 
cutta. 

“Mother Teresa had 
added a few words in her 
own handwriting to the 
typed message and signed 
it," said a member from the 
ailin g Roman Catholic 
nun's order. 

The witness said after the 
rwo-hour wedding Priyan- 
ka and Robert posed for a 
battery of photographers 
and video cameramen, 
causing a virtual stampede 
despite the presence of 
Black Cat army comman- 
dos at the venue. 

Priyanka, who currently 
lives with her mother, and 
Robert will move into a 
government bungalow in a 
district reserved for minis- 
ters and top officials and 
will continue to be given 
round-the-clock protec- 
tion. 

Priyanka. whose father 
Rajiv and grandmother 
Indira were both assassi- 
nated, had to go to court 
last month to get clearance 
for the wedding after a vil- 
lager said she was already 
married to him- The claim 
was thrown out of court. 

The villager reiterated the 
claim Tuesday and was 
sent by a judge for medical 
tests. 


in Rabat 
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peace process. We want to 
see hope replacing despair 
and confidence replacing 
disturbances that prevailed 
in the region for a long 
time.” 

The King said he also dis- 
cussed with the German 
leaders bilateral relations. 

“We are old friends and 
we take pride in this friend- 
ship and our talks were 
frank and characterised 
with objectivity. The talks 
covered questions pertain- 
ing to the region, and future 
cooperation.” he said. 

During his working visit 
to Morocco, King Hussein 
and King Hassan II are 
expected to discuss Jordan- 
i an -Moroccan relations, the 
Middle East peace process 
and the status of Jerusalem. 

The King is accompanied 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf and 
Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher. 

The King will go to Ire- 
land after Morocco before 
returning home at the 
beginning of next week. 
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in talks 
to resolve 
hostage 
crisis 



Morocco's King Hassan II gestures to His Majesty King Hussein as he receives 
him upon arrival in Rabat on Tuesday (AFP photo) 


Israel upset over Palestinian 'recruitment' of ex-prisoners 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israel on Tuesday accused 
Palestinian security ser- 
vices of recruiting as a 
“reward for terrorist acts” a 
group of Palestinian 
women who were released 
last week from Israeli pris- 
ons. 

A total of 30 women pris- 
oners were freed from 
Israeli jails a week ago 
through amnesties granted 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
accordance ^ith the 1995 
Gslo-.peaoe accords,-. _ 


Israeli Radio reported ihai 
the women, who were 
jailed for anti-Israeli 
attacks, including killing or 
wounding Jews. have 
obtained posts with the 
Palestinian security ser- 
vices. 

'These women have 
obviously been rewarded 
for terrorist acts." said 
David Bar- II lan. Mr. 
Netanyahu's press adviser. 

“Their appointments are 
not an encouragement to 
further releases of terror- 
ists," ‘ he said, referring to 


(he release ul male Pales- 
tinian prisoners to which 
Israel i> committed under 
sell-rule deals with the 
Palestinians. 

AH the female Palestinian 
prisoners should have been 
released in late 1995 fol- 
lowing the signing of the 
Oslo accords. 

But objections by Israel's 
president to freeing prison- 
ers “with Jew ish blood on 
their hands" kept four of 
the women in jail and all 
the others stayed behind in 
solidarity, ultimately serv- 


ing 16 additional months. 

Alter their liberal ion. ihe 
Palestinian cabinet said the 
women could have what- 
ever jobs they wanted. 

Palestinian security 
forces include a number of 
former prisoners, particu- 
larly Force 17 responsible 
for President Yasser 
Arafat's personal security, 
and preventative security 
services, whose West Bank 
chief is Jibril Rajoub. who 
was kepi in an Israeli jail 
for more than 15 veurs. 


Israel gives approval for roads around Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

An Israeli planning com- 
mission approved the pro- 
ject two months ago and 
Mr. Netanyahu said the 
delay in granting the final 
ministerial go-ahead was 
because Jerusalem's 
Israeli mayor, Ehud 
Olmert, a main proponent 
of the project, was cur- 
rently abroad. 

Faisal Husseini, the top 
Palestinian official in 
Arab East Jerusalem, 
warned earlier Tuesday 
that a decision to go ahead 
with the project would be 
a “decision of war.” 

Earlier this week a score 
of leading members of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s- right- 
wing coalition threatened 
to quit the government 
over reports Netanyahu 
had bent to U.S. pressure 
nor to build Har Homa 
during talks last week 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. 

Mr. Netanyahu denied at 
Tuesday's meeting having 
made any promises to the 
Americans, but he did not 
give in to demands by 
some ministers for imme- 
diate approval of the con- 
struction project. 


There is wide consensus 
on both the Israeli left and 
right in favour of eventu- 
ally building at Har Homa. 
although many are against 
taking a decision now just 
as Israelis and Palestinians 
have renewed their peace 
process. 

A large Jewish commu- 
nity hTHar Homa would 
fix a clear southern 
boundary for occupied 
Jerusalem and prevent any 
eventual territorial conti- 
nuity between Palestinian- 
ruled Bethlehem to the 
south and Arab villages 
on the eastern outskirts of 
Jerusalem. 

“Har Homa is a consen- 
sus issue and has become a 
test case for the preserva- 
tion of Jerusalem's unity, 
here and now,” wrote the 
editorialist for the mass 
circulation newspaper 
Yediot Aharonot on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Husseini told the 
Associated Press that if the 
Israeli government allows 
construction of the 
planned Har Homa project 
and another Jewish settle- 
ment in Ras A1 Amud. it 
will “ignite an explosion. 
... the situation could be 
worse than it w-as before.” 


Lebanon holds suspects 


(Continued from page 1) 

been extradited to Japan and 
the third, suspected of 
launching a rocket attack on 
the U.S. embassy in Jakarta 
in 1986. faces trial in the 
United States. 

Japanese police reportedly 


said Tuesday that three of 
the five had travelled across 
Europe, Asia and Africa for 
ai least five years using 
forced and stolen passports 
from 1983 to 1988. 

The end of the cold war 
and advances in the Middle 
East peace process are said 


Israeli shelling kills woman 


(Contnued from page 12) 

the SLA posts on the edge 
of the South Lebanon zone 
opposite Habboush and 
Kfar Roummane. Tues- 
day's civilian fatality was 
the first in South Lebanon 
this year. 

The woman was killed 
when a shell hit her house 
in Habboush square. About 
40 shells have slammed so 
far into the village and its 


outskirts,"onc security sou- 
rce said. 

“In Kfar Roummane. u 
shell hit near the school and 
children started runn- 
ing,"the source adJed. 

In Beirut, the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack on the 
three SLA posts saying in a 
statement its fighters were 
able ro achieve direct and 
accurate hits. It said an hour 
after the first attack, guer- 


he said. 

"We are not threaten- 
ing.” Mr. Husseini added. 
“We are warning.” 

Mr. Husseini called con- 
struction of Jewish neigh- 
bourhoods in East 
Jerusalem "a death war- 
rant for the peace process" 
and said it was a violation 
of the agreements between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

The Israeli group Peace 
Now. which has fought the 
Har Homa construction in 
court, said it would go 
back to court if the gov- 
ernment approved going 
ahead with the project. 

“We will fight it with 
every means that we 
have.” Tzali Reshef said 
Tuesday. "We came here 
today To warn the Israeli 
government and Israeli 
public againsi taking such 
a step in the middle of the 
peace process.” 

Palestinian farmers liv- 
ing nearby said they would 
fight any attempt to build 
at Har Homa. 

“We will confront their 
bulldozers. " said 67-year- 
old Ibrahim Abu Tair of 
Umm Tuba, who had 29 
dunums of land confiscat- 
ed for the projects. 

Mr. Olmert. normally a 

to hate sounded the death 
knell for the Red Army. The 
first major coup came in 
1995 when a suspected 
member was arrested tor 
using a take passport in 
Romania and subsequently 
returned to Japan. 

Formed in 1971. ihe group 
traces its roots to a radical 
student group created in 

rillas fired al the 
Ahmadiyyeh post manned 
by Israeli and SLA forces. 
There was no immediate 
confirmation of that report- 
ed attack. Hizbollah leads a 
guerrilla war on -Israeli and 
SLA forces in a bid lo oust 
them front the 15-kilome- 
tres — deep South Lebanon 
zone occupied to prevent 
cross-border attacks. 

Tuesday's shelling came 
hours after a five-nation 
committee monitoring the 
ceasefire ended a day-long 
nieetine on Monday in 


close Mr. Netanyahu ally, 
warned the premier 
against letting pressures 
from the Palestinian peace 
effort impede his 
Jerusalem policy. 

“In my opinion, as a cen- 
tral point, it is forbidden to 
connect the issue of 
Jerusalem with the diplo- 
matic process because in 
this way we make 
Jerusalem a hostage to the 
diplomatic process.” Mr. 
Olmert told Israel Radio. 

Israeli media said Israel 
would order the closure of 
up lo five offices in Arab 
East Jerusalem which the 
government says are oper- 
ating on behalf of the 
Palestinian National 
Authority in violation of 
peace agreements which 
bars the self-rule govern- 
ment from acting in the 
city. 

The Israeli right has- 
been demanding action 
against alleged Palestin- 
ian political activity in 
Arab East Jerusalem and a 
move against the offices 
could help Mr. Netanyahu 
counter the pressure over 
Har Homa. 

|9(i9. Known as the Red 
Army Faction, it was estab- 
lished by dissident Commu- 
nist league members. 

The Red Army faction 
begun attacking police posts 
in Japan, leading to the 
arrest of more than 50 mem- 
bers in 1969 and ihe discov- 
ery of a major arms cache. 

South Lebanon to discuss 
Lebanese and Israeli com- 
plaints over alleged breach- 
es of the understanding. 

The Lebanese complaint 
was over an Israeli air raid 
last week which w ounded a 
civilian shepherd in eastern 
Lebanon while Israel com- 
plained its forces found five 
bombs planted by a road 
near the village of Beit Lif 
in the South Lebanon zone. 

"The monitoring group 
by unanimity deemded it 
necessary' lo urge once 
more all combatants u> 


SANAA (Agencies) — A 
delegation of Yemeni eoi - 
ernment officials was in a 
mountainous region in 
southeastern Yemen on 
Tuesday trying to negoti- 
ate the release of a kid- 
napped American engineer, 
a Western oil company offi- 
cial said. 

The hostage is in good 
health but has asked for 
fresh clothing and books 
while mediation efforts are 
conducted for his release, 
colleagues said Tuesday. 

Tribal leaders represent- 
ing the go\ emmem in talks 
with the kidnappers ha\c 
reported that the hostage. 
Jtv Deli ‘aria, is in “good 
health and in good spirits." 
Halliburton company offi- 
cials said. 

Halliburton, a Texas- 
based oil serv ices firm, has 
also sent clothing and 
books lo (licit* kidnapped 
engineer through the tribal 
mediator, company offi- 
cials said on condition they 
not be named. 

"That's all he's request- 
ed." 

One company official 
regretted that ' foreigners 
run risks in Yemen where 
tribes resort to frequent kid- 
nappings to obtain com- 
pensation or concessions 
front ihe government. 

Nearly KU foreigners have 
been kidnapped by tribes 
since 1993. but all the 
hostages have been freed 
unharmed. 

“It’s tribal warfare,” a 
company official said. 
"We’re just trying in get a 
job of work done. We're 
stuck in the middle of it 
all" 

Members of the Mura-J 
tribe abducted Mr. Dell' aria 
on Feb. 10 while he was 
working on an oil rig in a 
concession run by the 
Yemen Hunt oil company 
in eastern Yemen. Hallibur- 
ton officials said. 

Hundreds of policemen 
armed with Kalashnikov 
assault rifles have deployed 
in the mountainous region 
where the kidnappers were 
holed up but vs ere giving 
mediation efforts a chance. 

Mr. Dell’ana. 50. is bein-r 
detained near the village of 
Jouba in the Maarib 
region, around 2S0 kilome- 
tres east of the capital 
Sanaa, sources in the region 
said. 

The kidnappers are ask- 
ing for $2 million in cash, 
500.000 Yemeni rivals 
(SIOO.OOUi and five four- 
wheel drive vehicles as 
compensation for land in 
Sanaa which the govern- 
mem seized from the 
Murad chief. Yemeni 
sources said. 

Sources said the kidnap- 
pers had an alternative 
offer: The return of a piece 
of land in the capital Sanaa 
they say was given to one 
of the tribal leaders. Sheikh 
Abdullah Abdrabu Al Man- 
souri. 

The kidnappers, who are 
followers of Sheikh Abdul- 
lah. say the land near the 
presidential palace hud 
been donated to the tribal 
leader and later taken back 
by Sanaa municipality. 

Other leaders of the 
Murad tribe were now 
negotiating with Sheikh 
Abdullah's followers for 
the release of the American 
engineer, sources close to 
the negotiations said. 

They did not say whether 
ihe other tribal chiefs were 
leading the talks on behalf 
of the government. 

abide strictly and fully by 
the provisions of the April 

26 . 1996 understanding and 
to adopt restraint and cau- 
tion in military operations 
in the vicinity of civilian 
populated areas."the moni- 
tors said in a statement. 

The group comprising the 
United States. France, 
Lebanon. Israel and Syria 
said it accepted both inci- 
dents as factual. The moni- 
tors meet at the coastal 
headquarters of the UNIFIL 
peacekeepers in Naqoura in 
the South Lebanon zone. 
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Palestinians eager to break free 
of economic dependence on Israel 


Government urges more 
private sector jobs for Kuwaitis 


LONDON (AFP) — Pales- 
tinians want to throw off 
their economic dependence 
on Israel by developing 
trade with the Arab World, 
the speaker of the Palestin- 
ian Legislative Council 
Ahmad Korei said Monday. 

“The independence of our 
economy from the Israeli 
economy is a step towards 
political independence," he 
told Arab and British busi- 
nessmen at a conference 
here called Palestine. The 
Requisites For An Econom- 
ic Take-off." 


“Our stratgegy is go to the 
Arab World to build an 
economy complementary to 
the Arab World," Mr. Korei 
said. 

“We have started to 
import directly from Jordan 
and Egypt,” said Mr. Korei. 
while adding: “We are not 
going to boycott Israel.” 

He said losses suffered by 
the Palestinians due to the 
closure of the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip three 
years ago, came to between 
$5 and $7 million a day. 

Whereas unemployment 


during the Israeli military 
occupation of these territo- 
ries was 20 per cent, it is 60 
per cent today, he said. 

Mr. Korei said he was 
confident about chances of 
reaching an agreement on a 
“corridor” for Palestinians 
to move between the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

“This passage is very 
important because it is 
geopolitics.” he said. 

Israelis and Palestinians 
opened talks Monday on 
civilian affairs and the 
movement of persons. The 


first meeting dealt, amongst 
other topics, with a 
strengthening of the Pales- 
tinian role in controlling 
checkpoints on the borders 
of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Korei said the talks 
would focus later on open- 
ing of a Palestinian port and 
airport. 

“Any agreement that will 
be reached on the airport 
will not give us an indepen- 
dent airport. The Israelis 
will be there. It will be 
joint security,” he said. 


Japan 

surplus 

plunges 


EU told to cut wages, payroll 
taxes to stem jobs crisis 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The 
private sector must play a big- 
ger role in providing employ- 
ment for Kuwaitis to reduce the 
pressure on the over-bmdened 
state. Planning Minister Ali 
Fahd A] Zmja has said- 

Mr. Zmia told deputies in the 
National Assembly, or parlia- 
ment, that 92.7 per cent of the 
Kuwaiti workforce is 
employed by the public sector, 
costing the government 65 per 
cent of its oil revenues to pay 
their wages . 

He said the government was 
implementing a plan to encour- 
age the private sector to take up 
some of the burden of employ- 
ment and help create new jobs 


for the 10,000 Kuwaitis that 
will enter the market every year 
over the next five years. 

“I think the private sector is 
the only way out of this dilem- 
ma,” said Mr. Zmia, who is also 
minister of a newly-created 
portfolio for administrative 
development, during a briefing 
to deputies on employment. 

Mr. Zmia said the govern- 
ment was committed to helping 
find weak for the 3.232 
Kuwaitis, or 1.75 per cent of 
the national workforce, who 
are now unemployed, including 
giving them necessary training. 

Mr. Zraia's briefing was 
prompted by deputies who 
have criticised the government 


for not addressing the unem- 
ployment problem, even 
though they were told (he per- 
centage of unemployed 
Kuwaitis is a fraction ot the 15 
per cent that were jobless in 
other Arab states during 1 995. 

The minister said the govern- 
ment had set itself several tar- 
gets for 2000, including boost- 
ing the number of Kuwaitis 
working in the private sector by 
one percent every year. 

Kuwait relies heavily on 
expatriate labour, particularly 
in die private sector, where 
Kuwaitis account for less than 
two per cent of the total work- 
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TOKYO (R) — Japan's trade 
surplus plunged by nearly a 
third last year, but the latest 
monthly figures show an 
increase in the surplus with 
the United States, a sign of a 
shifting trend due to the 
weaker yen. 

Japan's customs-cleared 
trade surplus fell 32.4 per 
cent to 6.74 trillion yen 
(S56.6 billion) in 1996. the 
fourth consecutive year of 
decline, the finance ministry 
has said. 

The surplus with the United 
States, which has been a 
source of trade friction, 
declined 1 6.5 per cent to 3.55 
trillion yen ($29.8 billion). 

But the figures for Decem- 
ber alone showed the surplus 
with the United States rising 
again. It climbed 7.8 percent 
from a year earlier to 3S9. 1 1 
billion yen (S3.26 billion). 

The overall surplus in 
December fell 20.6 per cent 
from a year earlier to 88 1 .48 
billion yen ($7.40 billion). 

Satoshi Shimamoto. a 
senior economist at MMS 
International in Tokyo, said 
he thought life trade surplus 7 
would continue to decline for 
the time being but added that 
the trend was starting to 
change as the surplus with the 
United States was rising due 
to stronger vehicle exports. 

“That is really the key kind 
of signal, showing a change 
in the trend, because the 
weaker yen will really accel- 
erate automobile exports to 
the U.S..” Mr. Shimamoto ! 
said. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
The European Commis- 
sion has issued its most 
unequivocal call to date 
for a radical shake-up of 
European Union (EU) 
labour markets as the only 
way to resolve a jobs cri- 
sis that has left one in nine 
EU workers on the dole. 

The commission’s 1997 
annual economic report 
pulled no punches in its 
analysis of the bloc's fail- 
ure to translate growth 
into increased employ- 
ment. 

“High wage and non- 
wage labour costs as well 
as, in some cases, rigid 
employment security rules 
have reduced the attrac- 
tiveness of labour ... and 
have compelled enterprise 
to keep up a strong substi- 
tution of labour by capi- 
tal.” the report notes. 

Over the last five years, 
despite average growth of 
1 .5 per cent per year, the 
EU has lost 4.5 million 
jobs — equivalent to an 
annual contraction of 0.4 
per cent in the workforce. 

In contrast the U.S. has 
translated growth of 2.3 
per cent into a 1 .2 per cent 
increase in jobs. Japan, 
with only fractionally 
higher growth than 
Europe, has managed to 
create jobs at 0.7 per cent 
per year. 

The report admits that 
the most rapid route to 
employment-intensive 
growth would be to 
encourage a U.S.-style 
"downward widening of 


the wage cost scale.” 

Although this option is 
ruled out as neither "feasi- 
ble or desirable.” the 
report then goes on to 
advocate “pragmatic 
approaches” which 
amount to the same thing. 

Social partners wage 
agreements should “pro- 
vide for more differentia- 
tion.” between workers 
with varying levels of 
qualifications and in dif- 
ferent regions and sectors, 
it states. 

“In a similar vein, tem- 
porary entry-wages for the 
low-skilled, youth or 
long-term unemployed 
could be usefully be intro- 
duced ” the report adds. 

Cuts in payroll taxes and 
reforms to allow more 
part-time working are also 
advocated. 

The commission’s 
report which represents a 
ringing endorsement of 
the kind of labour market 
flexibility pioneered in 
Britain in the 1980’s, 
coincided with figures 
showing that 18.1 million 
people were out of work 
in the 15 EjU states iri” 
December. 

The figure, 10.8 percent 
of the workforce, repre- 
sented a slight fall after 
eight months at 10.9 per 
cent. 

But virtually all of the 
fall was accounted for by 
Britain, where unemploy- 
ment has been tumbling 
for the last year. Unem- 
ployment is rising or stag- 
nant in every other EU 


state except Ireland and 
Finland. 

Britain is traditionally 
ahead of the economic 
cycle in continental 
Europe and has enjoyed 
higher growth than its 
major rivals, but this alone 
could not explain the dis- 
parity over jobs, accord- 
ing to London’s senior EU 
■ commissioner. Sir Leon 
Brittan. 

“It is difficult to resist 
the conclusion that many 
Europeans are pricing 
themselves out of jobs.” 
he said. 

As well as creating 
severe social strains, the 
jobs crisis is threatening 
to wreck the timetable for 
European monetary union. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
warned last week that a 
dramatic surge in unem- 
ployment to 4.6 million 
would make it difficult for 
Germany to cut public 
spending to the standard 
required for the Euro to be 
launched in 1999. 

Despite signs of a slow- 
down in the EU’s biggest 
economy, the commission 
stood 1 by its November 
forecast of 2.3 per cent 
growth this year. 

On this basis, the com- 
mission indicated that 
every EU state except 
Greece had a chance of 
meeting the public debt 
and budget deficit require- 
ments for monetary union 
this year — a stance 
which is regarded as very 
optimistic by private sec- 
tor economists. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Soya (c/lbs) 


ACROSS 
1 Lost freshness 
6 Concoct 
10 Witches 

14 — a minute 
(rapidly) 

15 Native American 

16 Upon 

17 Catbke mammal 

18 Card game 
20 Servers 

22 Judged 

23 Four-in-hands 

24 Towel word 

25 Oak nuts 
2B Utter 

29 Siesta 

32 Actress Hatcher 

33 Man’s man 

34 Mouths 

35 Casino 
employee 

39 Hgt. 

40 Tricks 

41 Overdue 

42 Hallux 

43 1A town 

44 Dive 

46 Pourboires 

47 Docile 

48 Darts 
51 Settler 

55 Certain cheat 

57 Indy entrant 

58 Seasoned 

59 Woodwind 

60 Expiate 

61 Depend (on) 

62 Red- 

63 Gives 
temporarily 
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Peanuts 


THIS LITTLE GIRL IN MY 
CLASS WAS SORT OF 
DEPRESSED 5EE.50 I SAID, 
*WHY DON’T WE RUN AWAY 
TO PARIS ?"IT WAS A JOKE 


SHE THOUGHT IT WAS FUNNY 
50 SHE TOLD HER MOTHER, 
WHO TOLD OUR TEACHER, 
WHO TOLD THE PRINCIPAL, 
AND I SOT FIRED' 


SUSPENDED/ 


6UES5 J 

iA Jl 


HARASSMENT? 


STUPIDITY! 


Andy Capp 


horoscope 1 
FORECAST ^ 
FOR WEDNESDAY,: 
FEBRUARY 19, 19# 


By Thomas & PiersdiM 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 



ARIES: (March 21 
April 19) You are too dig: 
airbed today to deal wits? 
rhar family matter 
judicious manner, so 
a cool head and you 
control any situation*^ 
Tonight is a fine time^ 
enjoy music or some oth|L 
art form which you fin*! 
peaceful. "L 

TAURUS: (April 30 p 
May 20) Be careful yq£. 
don’t say the wrong thigg, 
to a fellow associate, ^ 
would cause a big <%- 
agreement. Be careful in 
motion of any kind later, 
this evening and thereby- 
you won’t get into any dif- 
ficulties. 

GEMINI: (May 21 
June 21) Study yoer 
financial situation carefgk 
ly or there could be mtijS£ 
difficulty in the d$s 
ahead. You are not thufc- 
ing clearly until later t%; 
evening, so be on your 
guard to any adverse con- 
ditions which could 

appear. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Don’t 
take sides today between a 
good friend and a family 
member, and don't ask 
favours from a superior 
who is not in a good mood 
or you could find yourself 
in a difficult situation. 
Spend some quality time 
with loved ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Plan your time wisely 
today so you’ll have a 
chance to do something 
nice for your loved one. 
Give your full attention to 
your career activities this 
morning and thereby you 
can gain success in your 
endeavours. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are 
tom between handling 
practical affairs today and 
" making 

friends. Be wise and teiid 
to your career activities. 
Enjoy the home life later 
this evening with your 
loved ones and you can 
have much fun. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Handle 
outside activities alone 
today, so you won’t need 
to seek the aid of fellow 
associates. Be more sure 
of yourself, as your ideas 
are sound and very practi- 
cal, thereby you can get 
noticed by a bigwig. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 j Some- 
one will give you fine 
ideas for progress in busi- 
ness today, however, you 
must put them aside for 
the meantime. Postpone a 
trip you’ve been planning 
for a more appropriate 
time and you can become 
succ essfu l. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove 
mber 22 to December 21) 
You may have to spend a 
little more money today if 
you want to perfect a tal- 
ent you possess. Be sure 
to keep any promises 
you’ve made to fellow 
associates or close friends 
and thereby you can main- 
tain a good reputation. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Attend to business matters 
today before you mm 
your attention to home 
affairs. Try to come to a 
better understanding later 
this evening with a fellow 
associate and you can gain 
his or her assistance in the 
future. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Handle 
your everyday fife more 
sensibly today instead of 
running around without 
real purpose. Use 
judgement while 
dnvmg on the highway so 
that you won’t get 'into 
® situation. 

(Februar >’ 30 to 

March 20) You should not 

gamble on a new invest- 
ment today, no matter how 
good it looks or you could 
find yourself in a financia i 
JfficuJty. Take time later 

aus evening for recreation 

and reheve foe tension 
you ve been under. 


Birthstone of February: 

Amethyst — Onvx 
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Business & Finance 

JIC expects to clinch a deal 
for Ma’in Spa by early May 


’Wojft- 

•u.ro v'ii.,i.j i” 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Investment Corporation 
(JIC) will be prepared to 
dispense final terms of ref- 
erence for a management 
and leasing agreement by 
the end of this month for 
the beleagured Hammamat 
Ma’in, a senior JIC official 
told the Jordan Times. 

Between 40 and 50 
international companies 
will receive the final terms 
of reference and will be 
invited to visii the site of 
the hot sulfur ous mineral 
water springs near the Dead 


Sea. He said that the JIC 
expects to have a deal con- 
cluded by early May. 

The Jordan Tourism and 
Spa Complex Company, 
owner of the bath, began 
asking for pre-bids in 
December last year to 
assume . the management 
and leasing of the bath in an 
effort to begin bailing the 
spa company out of approx- 
imately JD 13 milli on in 
debt and to stem the com- 
pany’s growing annual loss- 
es. now nearly JD10 mil- 
lion, which have consumed 
the entirety of the compa- 
ny’s JD5 million capital. 

The companies law 



Government, public owe 
electricity company JD29m 

** THE JORDAN Electric Power Company (JEPCO) is 
owed a total of JD29 million of which JD18.5 million are 
owed by the government, the company’s financial man- 
ager has said. He indicated that JEPCO will begin dis- 
connecting power lines of all subscribers who have not 
paid their dues from today (Tuesday) noting that ordinary 
subscribers owe the company a total of JD10.5 milli on 
The manager said the amounts, or receivables, have accu- 
mulated since 1995 until now. 

Power will only be reconnected after full payments are 
made in addition to a “reconnection fee” (.Al Dustour). 

Foreign investment at AFM rises 

** TRADING BY non-Jordanians at the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) last month accounted for 21 per cent 
of die total trading volume which amounted to JD19 mil- 
lion. According to AFM statistics, trading by Arab indi- 
viduals and institutions represented 14 per cent whereas 
the trading by foreigners represented seven per cent of 
the non-Jordanian trading volume during January. 

The role of foreign participation in the stock exchange 
trading was reflected in their buying orders which 
exceeded selling orders hy JD1.3 million (Special to the 
Jbrdan Times). r (| ; ■' 


Real estate revenue drops 

** WITH A JD4.65 milli on revenue from various fees on 
real estate transactions at the Department of Land and 
Survey during last month, the amount was an eight per 
cent drop from the revenues collected during the same 
month of 1996. The January revenue was even 25 per 
cent less than the amount collected during December of 
last year. 

Following is a breakdown of revenues collected last 
month by die various real estate registration department: 
Am man (JD554.000), western Amman (JD822.000), 
northern Amman (JD786.000) eastern Amman 
(JD191.000); southern Amman (JD725.000); Irbid 
(JD232.000V, Zarqa (30291,000); Salt (JD202,000). 
Karak (JD49.000) and Mafraq (JD 199,000) (Al Ra'i). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By G lasb ergen 



“No, I never daydream about other 
women. It’s always the same ones.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by ftanri Arnold and MikvAnjtrfofi 


Unscramble these tots- Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four ordfoary words. 


Ttianibe 
ten dollars 


PEWID 



'A 

MftgmtaMe. 

VEDEL 


m 

_L 

SIPHQL 


IE 

J 


Here’s twenty - 
Keep the change 



WHAT THE 
SHOE REPAIRMAN 
VtfkNTEP HI5 
CUSTOMERS TO BE, 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answer hen J J J j [ % J JIlJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MAXIM BRAND CAMPER EXHORT 
Answer How the demanefing customer® msde the 
dressmaker ted - •HEMMED” IN 


LADUFE 


znzz 

r y 


Saturday’s 


requires that any company 
losing more than 75 per 
cent or more of its capital 
should be liquidated unless 
the company increases and 
restructures its capital. 

The spa’s board of direc- 
tors last year decided to 
attempt to rectify the situa- 
tion by inviting foreign 
investors to lease the facili- 
ty' and assume its manage- 
ment after exploring other 
possible solutions such as 
inviting a management 
hotel taking over the opera- 
tion or sellling off the facil- 
ity. 

The first option was “too 
expensive” to consider, 
according to a JIC senior 
source, and a sell-off of the 
Ma’in Spa wasn't possible 
since it sits on government- 
owned land. 


“We couldn't sell the 
facility without selling the 
land, and we, as a company, 
couldn’t sell the land,” the 
official said. 

The JIC, which holds 78 
per cent of the spa compa- 
ny’s equity, has blamed 
poor managment from the 
outset of the project, which 
was founded in 1982 with a 
capita] of JD2 million. Cap- 
ital was raised to JDS mil- 
lion in 1986 with a project- 
ed total investment of JD8- 
9 million at the project’s 
conclusion. The govern- 
ment guaranteed a loan to 
keep the project on crack. 
Total investment today 
amounts to JD 14 million, 
and operational profit for 
1993, 199 4 and 1995 stood 
at JD900.000. 


Garuda begins direct 
flights between 
Jakarta and Amman 


By Reema Faouri 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Garuda, the 
national carrier of Indone- 
sia, has started direct (lights 
to Jordan, seven months 
after Royal Jordanian 
began its flights to Jakarta 
in July. 

The twice weekly flights 
are expected to increase the 
number of Indonesians 
using Jordan as a transit 
point on their way to Saudi 
Arabia to perform the holy 
journey of Haj, according 
to Royal Jordanian (RJ) air- 
lines official Hussein Dab- 
bas. 

Mr. Dabbas said that 
when Indonesian President 
Suharto visited Jordan in 
July 1996 he expressed his 
wish that Indonesian r pil- 
grims use Jordan as a tran- 
sit point to Saudi Arabia. 


“Direct flights will not 
only develop a good inter- 
acting relation between the 
two Islamic countries but 
will also make the pilgrim- 
age to the holy land mote 
convenient and more suit- 
able for Indonesians as 
there are large number of 
people travelling to Saudi 
Arabia for the holy jour- 
ney,” Mr. Dabbas said. 

He said that trading 
between the two countries 
would increase because of 
the direct flights. 

The two countries signed 
an air transport agreement 
in November 1991. 

The first flight of Garuda 
landed in Amman on Feb. I 
with 189 passengers, a 
spokesman at the Indone- 
’ sian embassy said. 

There will be two flights 
a week on Thursdays and 
Fridays. 


Study: Arab Gulf exchanges 
capitalised at $90.7 billion 

KUWAIT (R) — Total market capitalisation for stock exchanges 
in the six Arab Gulf states in 1996 was $90.7 billion, a report said. 
A] Shall Economic Consultants said in a joint study with Bahrain 
International Bank that the amount represented 42 per cent of 
aggregated total gross domestic product (GDP) for the six states in 
1995. Saudi Arabia recorded the highest capitalisation in 1996 
with $45.9 billion followed by Kuwait $21.8 billion. United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) $13.6 billion, Bahrain $4.9 billion, Oman $2.4 
billion and Qatar $2. 1 billion. Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest oil 
exporter, is the most populous of the six and has the largest econ- 
omy. Al Shall’s report said Oman, which like Kuwait and Bahrain 
have trading floors, had the largest number of listed concerns on 
its stock exchange in 1996 — 97 companies. Saudi Arabia came 
second with 71, 60 in Kuwait, 34 in Bahrain, 27 in the UAE and 
Qatar had 18 listed firms in 1996. The Kuwait Stock Exchange 
recoded the highest trading value in 1996 with $ 192 billion while 
in Saudi Arabia it was $6.8 billion — 15 per cent of the market's 
capital value and five per cent of 1995 GDP — the repot said. 
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Palestinian stock market opens 
with aim to set up Jerusalem index 


NABLUS (AFP) — The 
first Palestinian slock 
market opened its doors 
here Tuesday aiming to 
establish a ‘’Jerusalem 
index” but marked up 
only four deals during the 
inaugural day of trading. 

The bourse, located in 
the West Bank self-rule 
city of Nablus, opened 
with 23 companies for a 
three-week introductory 
training period, during 
which one session of trad- 
ing will be held per week, 
its head Safwan Bataina 
said. 

‘This was our first live 
session, on a trial basis. 
We are very confident 
about this market.” Mr. 
Bataina told journalists. 

“A total 50 companies in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip totalling $700 mil- 


lion in capital are quali- 
fied to be put on the stock 
market and we hope to 
have them on board by the 
end of the year.” Mr. 
Bataina said. 

He said they hope to 
have a total capital of S2 
billion on the market by 
the year 2000. 

Once a sufficient num- 
ber of companies are on 
the market, trading will be 
stepped up and informa- 
tion will be compiled for a 
daily srock index. 

“There are a number of 
suggestions for the name 
of the index, but we're 
seriously considering 
naming it the Jerusalem 
index.” Mr. Bataina said. 

During four hours of 
trading, three transactions 
were made in an insurance 
company, including the 


sate of 100 shares at four 
Jordanian dinars (S2.S0) 
each, and the sale of 10 
shares in a real estate 
firm. 

"Most Palestinian 
investment traditionally 
concentrates on real 
estate. This market will 
benefit the Palestinian 
economy by guiding 
invesrors to other sectors.” 
Mr. Bataina said. 

“It will also help attract 
capital from the Palestin- 
ian diaspora abroad into 
the country,” he said. 

“We have already 
received inquiries from 
foreign investors, includ- 
ing from Haifa and Tel 
Aviv, but most are from 
Jordan.” said Jamal 
Alaeddin, head of Jordan - 
Palestine Securities, one 
of the four brokerage 


firms working the bourse. 

“1 am more than 100 per 
cent sure ihat we will be 
able to compete. We are 
very strong and well- 
equipped,” Mr. Alaeddin 
said. "We look forward to 
receiving more inquiries 
from outside in the dias- 
pora." 

The market boasts a 
computerised system 
which allows investors 
abroad to buy and sell, as 
well as provides a “secure 
system capable of protect- 
ing investors against 
fraud." Mr. Bataina said. 

The market, the first 
ever for the Palestinians, 
has its headquarters on a 
hill overlooking Nablus, a 
West Bank commercial 
centre known for several 
millionaire families. 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 






Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

r We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^unfurnished for rent y 


STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality in 
Ihourseivice 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swe'ifieh Tel: 823891 
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DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 





Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


I I I, : 699369 

I \\ : 794414 



‘foot rftiekcM *7* Sfmmnn 



Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedroom* * Folly 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay • Reasonable Rates 


5rh Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


cnouunnara. 


-INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL' 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI &' 
MASSAGE 
- FITNESS ROOM ' 

-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




I E A L E STATE 


FOR 
f RENT 

B ■ iJirillXC VlliriS 

s-5 

h) Apprtrtmonts 
in Am man 


For det&Qs please call 

PA: 


Pizza Granpe 


Try the i 

SBJFFH) PIZZA 
in Town (Chicago Style) 
PAM PIZZA 
[Thin or Thick Cmst) 
ITALIAN SANDWICHES 
^Italian Beef, MeatbaHs L 
Italian. 


The fea! itpiiJQ lasts 
G our met PiZZ/1 


Scratch & Win A Car 
(SEAT CORDOBA 97) 
and other Prizes . 

Get your Coupon for 
Every Purchase of 5 J.D. 
Free Delivery 
Take Away 
Dine In 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Rice scores 40 as Hornets rout Magic 


HOUSTON <R) — Charles 
Barkley scored 21 points 
and grabbed nine rebounds 
in his return from a one- 
game suspension as the 
Houston Rockets scored a 
season high in points in rout* 
ing the Atlanta Hawks 1 27- 
98 Monday. 

Barkley shot 6-of-12 from 
the field and S-of-11 at the 
foul line in his first game 
since serving a one-game 
suspension for Friday's scuf- 
fle with Seattle forward 
Shawn Kemp. Houston is 
29-8 when Barkley is in the 
lineup .*nd 5-10 when he is 
not. 

“Having Charles back was 
great because he was really 
fired up and that was a posi- 
tive for us." Houston coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich said. 

“We just played terrific 
tonight," Barkley «aid. “That 
was one of our best games 
all year. We got our fast 
break going, which led to 
some easy points. All the 
guys played terrific." 

Matt Maloney and 
Hakeem Olajuwon added 16 
points apiece for the 
Rockets, who won for just 
the second time in their last 
10 games. Houston broke 
open a close game by going 
on a 20-5 run which bridged 
the first and second quarters. 

Houston destroyed the 
Hawks on the boards. 47-24. 
The 24 rebounds by Adanra 
matched a season low and 
was the second fewest by a 
Houston opponent in fran- 
chise history. 

“I expected the game to be 
much closer," Hawks coach 
Lenny Wilkins said. “We 
played pretty well in the first 
quarter but in the second, 
they really hurt us. We didn't 
get back on defence and they 
penetrated whenever they 
wanted to. Their bench 
killed us and they killed us 
on the boards. It was just an 
old-fashioned whoopin’.” 

in Indiana. Reggie Miller 
sank a technical free throw 
and two of three foul shots 
with one-tenth of a second 
remaining as the Pacers 
erased a 19-point halftime 
deficit and heat the Toronto 
Raptors 105- 103' 

Indiana, which has won all 
six meetings with Toronto 
this season, won in the final 
second when Miller was 
fouled by Doug Christie 
attempting a three-pointer. 
Toronto coach Darrell 
Walker was so infuriated by 
the call that he came on to 
the court and grabbed the 
ball from referee Monty 
McCutchen. 

Walker then slummed the 
ball and was whistled for a 
technical. Miller made the 
technical foul shot and sank 
two of his three free throws 
for a 105-103 lead. 

"They called it. so it must 
have been a foul in the refs 
eyes.” said Miller, who fin- 
ished with 25 points. 

“I thought I made a clean 
play, but the referees didn't 
sec it that way.” Christie 
said. 



Atlanta Hawks Mookie Blaylock (foreground) gets the ball stripped by Houston 
Rockets Mario Elie during first quarter action. The Rockets were hosting the Hawks 
at the Summit in Houston. Houston won 127-98 (Reuters photo) 


In Charlotte. Glen Rice hit 
six three-pointers, including 
the 1. 000th of his career, en 
route to 40 points as the 
Hornets routed the slumping 
Orlando Magic 124-110. 

Anthony Mason had 28 
points on a ream-record li- 
of-II shooting, as well as 12 
rebounds and nine assists for 
the Hornets, who won for 
the sixth time in their last 
eight games. 

Nick Anderson scored a 
season-high 28 points for 
Orlando, which has lost five 
straight games since the All- 
Star break. 

It may have been the last 
game for Magic coach Brian 
Hill, although management 
denied reports Sunday he 
had been fired. 

Magic All-Star guard 
Penny Hardaway left the 
game in the fourth quarter 
with a strained big toe and 
did not return. He missed 23 
games earlier this season 
with a knee injury. 

In Vancouver, A.C. Green 
had 21 points and 15 
rebounds — both season 
highs — as the under- 
manned Dallas Mavericks 
snapped a three-game losing 
streak. 100-95 over the 
Grizzlies. 

Dallas improved to 5-0 
against the Grizzlies despite 


suiting up just eight players. 

Dallas made a nine-player 
deal with the Nets, sending 
forward Chris Gatling, 
guards Jimmy Jackson and 
Sam Cassell, swingman 
George McCloud and centre 
Eric Montross to New Jersey 
for centre Shawn Bradley, 
guards Robert Pack and 
Khalid Reeves and forward 
Ed O' Ban non, who were not 
with the team. 

Forward Jamal Mashbum 
was traded to Miami last 
week and point guard Jason 
Kidd to Phoenix earlier in 
the season. 

Michael Finley added 21 
points and Sasha Danilovic, 
acquired in the Mashbum 
deal, went 10-for-10 from 
the free-throw line en route 
to 19 points for Dallas. 

At Cleveland. Terrell 
Brandon scored 22 points 
and Bobby Phills had 10 of 
his 19 in the first quarter as 
the Cavaliers completed a 
sweep of the season series 
with the new Jersey Nets, 
108-101. 

Tyrone Hill recorded 17 
points and a season-high 19 
rebounds for the Cavs, who 
equalled their season high 
for points in a game and 
improved to 1 2-0 this season 
when reaching the 100-point 
mark. It was the first regu- 


lar-season game at Gund 
arena in which both teams 
scored 100 points. 

Kendall Gill and Kerry 
Kittles scored 30 points 
apiece for the Nets, who 
reached the 100-point mark 
for the seventh straight game 
and became only the fifth 
team to do it against 
Cleveland, which came in 
yielding just S4.7 per game. 

In Seattle. Gary Payton 
scored 26 points and 10 
assists as the Supersonics 
defeated the Boston Celtics 
for the fifth straight time, 
1 13-1 08. 

Detlef Schrempf added 24 
points and Shawn Kemp, 
returning to the lineup after 
serving a one-game suspen- 
sion for throwing a punch at 
Houston’s Kevin Willis on 
Friday, bad 22. 

At Washington, Calbert 
Cheaney converted a pair of 
free throws with 54.2 sec- 
onds remaining and Rod 
Strickland added a free 
throw with six seconds left 
to lift the Bullets to a 95-93 
victory over the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

Juwan Howard scored 20 
points and Strickland added 
18 for the Bullets, who 
evened their record at 2-2 
under new coach Bemie 
Bickersraff. 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 


SWEIFIEH, FIRST FLOOR, I85M 2 
3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, 
SALON AND DINING AREA, SEPARATE 
SITTING ROOM, BALCONY, WASH 
ROOM AND STORAGE ROOM. 

. TELEPHONE AVAILABLE. 

NEW AND STYLISH FURNITURE. FULLY 
EQUIPPED WITH NEW HIGH STANDARD 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES. 


MITSUBISHI PAJERO 
FOR SALE 


SHORT CHASSIS, 1984 MODEL, FULL 
OPTIONS, EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
DUTY PAID. 

1991 MITSUBISHI PAJERO ENGINE ALSO 
FOR SALE 


TEL NO. 856199 OR 079 21396 


Available For Rent ' - - 

2- storey apt. each 125 sqm, located in JabaJ Amman, 2nd 
Circle, near the Turkish embassy, overlooking a nice view 
of Amman. Can be rented as- one apt for residence or 
separately for offices.Telephone line in included. 

Required For Rent > 

Ground floor apt, semivilla, or one storey villa, with an area 
of 350 sqm-450 sqm. Located in Dair Al-Ghbar, Sweifieh or 
Abdoun. 

Please contact directly telephone 857106 



MODERN FURNISHED APT. 

Best Location in Abdoun, 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, Living & Dining Rooms, 
Guest Room, Nice Balcony , Central Antenna, 
Satellite Channel, Telephone line. Water Well 
JD 7 ,200 / Year 

PLEASE CALL 626223 ANYTIME. 


Body Building Federation prepares 97 schedule, 
hosts Middle East Championship in June 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A busy schedule awaits 
Jordan’s body builders for the 
upcoming season including the host- 
ing of the Middle East Championship 
in June according to Abdul Mun’em 
Abu Touq president of the Jordan 
Body Building Federation (JBBF). 

"1997 will be a special year for the 
federation as we have a schedule 
loaded with championships.'' Abu 
Touq Tuesday told the Jordan Times. 

The biggest event on the federa- 
tion’s agenda will be taking part in 
the body building championship to 
Finland. 

“Our priority is preparing well for 
the championship in Finland in 
August,” he noted. 

Seven participants representing the 
Middle East will take pan in the 


championship in August. 

“Two participants were chosen 
from Jordan and the rest from uie 
Middle East." Abu Touq explained. 

“Jordanian champions Ibrarnm 
Srour and Mustafa Hasanein will go 
to Finland and we have high hopes 
that they will score satisfactory - 
results.” he added. , 

The International Federation ot 
Body Builders gave the green light to 
only 54 participants to compete in the 
championship in Finland. 

Here are the names of participants 
who will represent the Middle East: 

Weight 65 kg: Egypt's Anwar 
Amawi and Jordan's fbrahun Srour. 

Weight 70 kg: Iraq's Hassan Anwar 
Taha. . 

Weight 80kg: Egypt's Abed Majeed 
Ibrahim. 

Weight 90 kg: Lebanon’s Ahmad 
Haidar and UAE's Mubarak Rashed 


Weight 90 kg+: Jordan's Mustafa 
Hasanein. 

The other major event will be the 
Middle East Championship which is 
the second major body building event 
hosted here after the 50th World 
Championships in November. 

The national team will also be tak- 
ing part in the Mediterranean 
Championship in Italy in June, the 
Saddam's Championship in Iraq, 
Arabs Championship in Lebanon in 
September, the Asian Championship 
in Korea and the World 
Championship in the Czech Republic 
in October. 

In preparation for these tourna- 
ments Jordan's team will have ‘Train- 
ing camps in Damascus or Baghdad" 
Abu Touq added. 


Lakers lose 
Horry 
with 
sprained 
knee 


INGLEWOOD. California 
(R) — Los Angeles Lakers 
forward Robert Hony will 
be sidelined for at least six 
weeks after an MR1 exam 
revealed a sprained left knee 
ligament, the team 
announced Monday. 

Hony. acquired in January 
from the Phoenix Suns, 
went down after drawing a 
foul from Seattle forward 
Teny Cummings in the 
fourth quarter the Lakers’ 
loss on Sunday. 

An MRI exam Monday 
revealed an isolated sprain 
of the medial collateral liga- 
ment, a team spokesman 
said. 

Hony is the second Lakers 
starter in a week to go down 
for an extended period with 
a knee injury. 

All-Star centre Shaquille 
O'Neal will be out eight to 
10 weeks after suffering a 
hyper extended left knee, 
fractured bone and partial 
tear of the lateral collateral 
ligament. 

The Lakers are currently 
37-14, a half game ahead of 
the Utah Jazz for the best 
record in the Western con- 
ference and 1-1/2 games 
ahead of Seattle for the 
Pacific Division lead. 

Hony was traded to the 
Lakers in a multi-player deal 
days after an altercation on 
the Phoenix bench in which 
he threw a towel in the face 
of Suns coach Danny Ainge. 

The 26-year-old Hony, 
who helped the Houston 
Rockets to NBA titles in 
1994 and 1995. bad been 
struggling this season, aver- 
aging career lows of 7.6 
points and 4.2 rebounds per 
game. 



Ermany's former Formula 1 champion Michael Schumacher gestures to a 
mechanic of the Ferrari team during a training session in Mugello north of 
Florence. Michael Schumacher tests the new Ferrari 310B for the coming Formula 
1 season starting in Australia 9th March (Reuters photo) 

Havelange recommends 
Beckenbauer as successor 


ZURICH (AFP) — Joao 
Havelange. the president 
of FIFA, said here 
Tuesday that Franz 
Beckenbauer would 
appear to be an ideal can- 
didate to succeed him in 
his post in 1998. 

The 80-year-old 
Brazilian, in his post for 
the last 23 years, 
announced last December 
he would not stand for 
another term after the 
World Cup in France next 
year. 

However, he is known 
to not enjoy dose rela- 
tions with Lennart 
Joha nsso n, the president 
of UEFA, who is the 
leading candidate at the 
moment, despite his ten- 
dency to commit gaffes. 


“He is the only candi- 
date at the moment." was 
the lukewarm response 
by Havelange to 
Johansson's candidacy. 

Havelange. though, was 
effusive about 

Beckenbauer, currently 
president of UEFA Cup 
holders Bayern Munich, 
standing as a candidate. 

"Beckenbauer was a 
great player, a wonderful 
coach, a successful busi- 
nessman and president of 
one of the great foot- 
balling powers in Europe. 
So why shouldn't he be a 
candidate as he has all the 
requirements to do the 
job." Havelange . told 
AFP. 

Havelange's enthusias- 
tic support for 


Beckenbauer has been 
echoed by one of the 
Brazilian autocrat's bit- 
terest enemy's Pele, the 
former Brazilian master 
and minister of sport. 

Havelange also con- 
firmed that he would not 
reconsider standing again 
even if the candidates to 
replace him did not meet 
with his approval. 

"1 took this decision 
after a lot of thought. 
Despite my good health, 
both physically and 
financially, I will be 82 in 
1998 and one just doesn’t 
know at that age what 
might happen. One's star 
can suddenly decline.” 
Havelange said. 


Two bedrooms ground floor APT. Fully 
furnished with central heating /Telephone, 
T.V... etc in shmesani, near Marriott Hotel. 

Call Tel. 662994 


V 


For 

Furnished APT in shmeisane 
Fully furnished APT 
- bech corns. Near Tyube Hold, 

1 clephone. Garage. 

I**"* 1 "* Please Call 667734 


CAR FOR SALE 


Audi 80 - 2600 cc / *1994 Full 
Option ( 2 Airbag, Air-condition, 
Alarm, Electronic Seats Heating 
System, Electric Windows. A.B.S. ) 
Foreign Plates. 

Price 18000 US Dollars. 

For Further Information Call 

(828000) or (079-37004) 

girT«m— — i t™" , , .in-,—. . 


Car For Sale( Duty Unpaid) 

A Dodge Intrepid car, model 1994, 6 cylinders 
full options, in excellent condition, subject to 
thorough test. Metallic dark grey (petrol-like) 

ni .. rr more information 
Pis call Tel. 839672 or Tel. 079/40692. 





CINEMA TEL:634144 ^ 

PHILADELPHIA 

MICHAEL KEATON & 
GEENA DAVIS , ..... in 

SPEECHLESS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


^ CINEMA TEL:634144 

^ PHILADELPHIA “2" 

SANDRA BULOCK, 
JEREMY NORTH AM 
& DENNIS MILLER ..IN 

THE NET 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

^ 


t 

J 



CINEMA TEL-699238 

PLAZA 

Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


\T CINEMA 

I CONCORD 




Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Clrr'TI O 'O' 0 diplomatic between the 

TEL677420 


C0NC0BD “1 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

now on daily 
“Custom Made Citizen 1 


\j he satiriCaI Ptey starring Mousa Hijazin 
— 


Y Nabil B Hisham’s Theatre 

■ K V_ TEL: 625155 

J HE THEATRE will be 
CLOSED UNTIL MARCH 1 FOI 

maintenance 

* REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Rayo sack coach 

MADRID (AFP) Rayo Vallecano sacked coach 
^? Ga ? ia 0n Tuesda y after last Sunday’s defeat to 
second-from-hottom Extremadura left them in 17th place 
in the ^-strong Spanish Fust Division. Vallecano, who 
play cuy rivals Real Madrid on Wednesday, have picked 
r? on « porat in their last six matches. Garcia is the 
]Otn First Division coach this season to lose his job in 
Spain. Genera! manager Fernando Zambrano takes over as 
caretaker coach. 

Sierra Leone start qualifiers 

FREETOWN (AFP) — Sierra Leone’s new national 
coach, Dus an Draskovic of Yugoslavia, has been given the 
job of qualifying the Leone Stars for the 1998 World Cup 
finals lnFrance and the African Nations Cup in Burkina 
Faso. Draskovic, who will be assisted by local coaches 
Jegbor Sherrington and Christian Cole, faces his first test 
will be on Sunday when the Leone Stars face neighbours 
Guinea in Freetown in the qualifying race to Burkina Faso 
‘98. The Sierra Leone Football Association (SLFA) said 
t b rec j°r ^ * foreign-based Sierra Leonean players 
picked for the match travelled with the new coach to 
Freetown from Brussels. The others are expected by 
Thursday. Sierra Leone's last expatriate coach, Sweden’s 
Roger Palmgren, was fired last year after w innin g the 
Amilcar Cabral trophy in Mauritania . 

Real’s Raul draws big offers 

MADRID (AFP) — Valencia and Barcelona are both cry- 
ing to sign Real Madrid’s 19-year-old striker Raul 
Gonzalez Blanco. Sports daily Marc a reported Tues da y 
that Valencia coach Jorge Valdano, who gave Raul his 
debut as a 17-year-old when the Argentine was in charge 
at Real, has tabled an $1 1 million bid. Marca said Valdano 
had already phoned Raul to offer an annual salary of S3 .5 
million Barcelona chairman Jose Luis Nunez was report- 
ed to have offered Raul a blank cheque if he left real, 
where his contract runs until 2005. 

Albania to restart league 

TIRANA (R) — Albania’s government ordered the re-start 
of the National Soccer Championship on Monday. The 
league had been suspended for one month because of 
unrest sparked by the collapse of five Pyramid investment 
schemes. State sports secretary Maijeta Zace told the 
country's Soccer Federation to resume matches this week- 
end, changing the venue of any potential trouble spots. A 
friendly against Macedonia was cancelled last week and 
the Federation was hoping that World Cup qualifiers with 
Ukraine and Germany on March 29 and April 2 respec- 
tively wo uld r emain unaffected. Albania was suspended 
briefly by FIFA last year after the sports ministry removed 
the chairman of the country’s Soccer Federation, Eduard 
Dervishi, and dissolved the executive committee. 
Argentine World Cup player Mario Kempes, who has a 
two-year contract to coach First Division Lushnje, has left 
the club until the situation calms down. Lushnje were 
sponsored by Pellumb Xhaferri, detained chief of one of 
the collapsed Pyramid investment schemes. Officials also 
' r +s6td ! "Brf2ilians EDJJJ^bcT Valdemlr Souitf Dtfs'SShtos 
snapped up by Lushnje — Albania’s first club to buy for- 
eign players — had left the country because of the prob- 
lems. 


Fortima keeper out of luck 

DUSSELDORF, Germany (AFP) — Fortuna Dusseldorf 
keeper Geoig Koch will be out of action for at least two 
months as he suffered a broken nose, cheekbone and hand 
after diving into the sliding knee of Cologne captain Ralf 
Hauptmann in last Friday’s Bundesliga match. “I feel like 
I’ve just had a 15 round fight against mike Tyson,” Koch 
said. It was a miserable day for Koch who made numerous 
mistakes, the worst of which saw him kick the ball a few 
metres straight to Cologne's Roroanain striker Ion Vladoiu 
who duly gave it to striker Toni Polster for Cologne’s first 
goal. Koch’s injury is a harsh blow for struggling 
Duesseldorf, as president Juergen Hanswald is all too will- 
ing to concede. “Koch was our life insurance in the fight 
against relegation," Hauswald sighed. “All that can help 
the side now is praying and double determination on the 
field." 

Moenchengladbach finally win 

MUNICH (AFP) — Borussia Moenchengladbach’s Polish 
striker Andrzej Juskowiak eased his team’s blushes on 
Sunday scoring twice to give them their first away goals 
in the league this season — after nine matches. 
Juskowiak's double in the 2-0 away win at Arminia 
Bielefeld also gave them three vital points in their fight to 
avoid relegation. Fears that their midfielder Christian 
Hochstaerter may have broken his left foot were allayed 
on Monday after X-rays showed only severe bruising. 
Hochstaetter must sit out the next match against SchaJke 
04 though after receiving his fifth yellow card of the sea- 
son in Bielefeld. 

Magath lays down law 

HAMBURG (AFP) — Hamburg coach Felix Magath has 
re-enforced his disciplinarian reputation by cancelling all 
the players days-off because of the 3-2 defeat to Munich 
1860 on Saturday. The former German international, 
whose strict regime has provoked outbursts from the play- 
ers, also made six players come in at dawn for training on 
Monday as he felt that they had not trained properly on 
Sunday. Strikers Karsten Baeroo and VaJdas Ivanauskas, 
defenders Stephane Heochoz and Stefan Schnoor, as well 
as reserve keeper Holger Hieraann and new Polish import 
Marek Saganowski were the culprits. 

Karlsruhe bugged by Cup clash 

BONN (AFP) — Karlsruhe have been laid low by a stom- 
ach bug only 48 hours before they play Bayern Munich in 
the last of the German Cup quarter finals. German inter- 
national Michael Tamat, South African born but natu- 
ralised German striker Sean Dundee, Chntian Wueck, 
Dirk Schuster, Russian International Sergei Kiriakov and 
substitute keeper Simon Jentzsch were all unable to tram 
on Monday because of the bug. It is hoped that they can 
resume light t rainin g on Tuesday. Bayern Munich captain 
Lothar Marthaeus expects to be fit, despite receiving a 
heavy knock to his right thigh on Saturday against Sankt 
Pauli. Defender and fellow German International Markus 
Babbel is less likely to play because of a thigh injury- After 
the match German national coach Bertie Vogts will make 
the draw for the cup semi-finals on April 15-16. Already 
qualified are Hamburg. Stuttgart and the East German 
amateur side FC Energie Cottbus. 



Celtic's Dutch star Pierre van Hooudonk (L) and 
Hibernian’s Shaun Dennis (R) jump for a high ball in 
their 4th round Scottish Cup tie at Easter road 
Edinburgh. The match ended a 1-1 draw (Reuters 
photo) 

Hibernian seize late 
Scottish Cup equaliser 

GLASGOW (R) — Hibernian seized an 83rd minute 
equaliser against Celtic to force a Scottish cup fourth round 
replay after a I-I draw on Monday. 

Phil O’Donneli fired the Glasgow side ahead after 16 
minutes from a pass by Dutchman Pierre Van Hooydonk. 
and they clung on to the slim advantage until seven min- 
utes from the end. 

Hosts Hibernian equalised from a spot kick by Darren 
Jackson, who had been fouled himself. 

The winners of the replay have been drawn at home to 
Glasgow Rangers in the quarter-finals. 


Navratilova names 
Fed Cup team 


WHITE PLAINS (R) — 
Mary Joe Fernandez, 
Chanda Rubin, Gigi 
Fernandez and Kimberly Po 
will represent the United 
States as it begins defence 
of its Fed Cup title against 
the Netherlands next 
month, the U.S. Tennis 
association announced on 
Monday. 

“We have a great team 
with a wonderful blend of 
rookies and veterans," said 
Martina Navratilova, who 
makes her debut as U.S. 
Fed Cup captain for the 
March 1-2 first-round tie in 
Haarlem, the Netherlands. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, who 
is 11-6 in Fed Cup singles 
and 3-1 in doubles, is the 
only returning member of 
the four-woman squad that 
beat Spain in last year’s 
final. 

Fernandez, ranked 15th in 
singles, played doubles in 
last year’s 5-0 final-round 
victory for the team that 


was led by Monica Seles, 
who is injured, and Lindsay 
Davenport. 

Gigi Fernandez, one of 
the world’s best doubles 
players, is the team’s other 
seasoned Fed Cup veteran. 

Although not selected by 
former captain Billie Jean 
King for last year's final. 
Gigi Fernandez takes a 19-2 
Fed Cup doubles record 
into the first round. 

Rubin, who was injured 
for most of last year, was 1- 
I in singles as a member of 
the 1995 U.S. squad. 

The 19th-ranked Po, an 
Australian Open quarter- 
finalist this year, will be 
making her Fed Cup debut. 

The United States holds a 
5-1 record over the 
Netherlands in head-to- 
head Fed Cup meetings. 

“We are all looking for- 
ward to the challenge," 
Navratilova said. 


FURNISHED STUDIO-APARTMENT 

; : for -Sent 

Quiet with a nice view, 75 sq.m, one 
large master bedroom, large salon, 
telephone and CH. 

Telephone: 835999 


GOREM BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
ATANNAH MRSCH 


HOLES ARE MADE TO BE BROKEN 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NOBTH 
4 A7654 
Void 

OK J 10 94 

+ KJ4 

WEST EAST 

*Q983 *KJ 

UKQ7S4 9A10BB6 

06 6875S2 

* Q 6 5 4-7 

SOUTH 
*102 
9J32 
OAQ 

*A109832 


The 
NORTH 
1* 

20 

S+ 


SOUTH WEST 
2* Pass 

8* Pbot 


Opening lead: Km? of ^ 

Among the many truisms of 
bridge. "Eight ewer, nine never 1 ' is 
nm uut holds true mors often than 
most. It refers to the situation 
where the queen of a suit is miss- 
ing. wnri states thut , when Imlding a 
>wnHnc<I ri gh t cards in the suit, it 
is correct to finesse; with nine 


yon tackle this deal? 

North-South were playing that a 
two-over-one response was game- 


fonring, except m the sequence cho- 
sen by South. That announced a 
long, reasonable club suit and 
insufficient values fin- a game force. 
Nevertheless, North tow a shot at 
the club slam. 

West led the king of hearts, 
ruffed in dummy. Declarer cashed 
the king of dubs and led the knavp, 
but East showed out. The contract 
became nnmakable. Declarer had 
no way to get rid of the heart losers 
since West would ruff the second 
diamond and cash two hearts. 

Declarer can afford to lose a 
trump trick and still guarantee the 
slam as long as there is a trump on 
the bbwi the defenders gain 
the lead. The ample way to ensure 
that is to lead the jack of trumps at 
I trick two and run It! That concedes 
;a trump unnecessarily if the snit 
! breaks 2-2, but guarantees 12 tricks 
•even if trumps an 3-L 

If East holds the queen of dobs, 
| the finesse will win and declarer 
will mem an overtriek, making she 
! train pa, five diamonds, the ace of 
Ispades and a heart raff. If tho 
finpeen loses, declarer captures any 
return, raffing a heart on the table, 
if necessary, cooes to hand with 
the ace of diamonds to draw the 
outstanding trumps, then runs tho 
diamonds lor 12 tricks. 


Cameroon 

player 

gets 

World Cup 
back pay 
7 years late 

ZURICH (R) — Former 
Cameroon goalkeeper 
Joseph-Amoine Bell will 
finally be paid for taking 
part in the World Cup 
finals in Italy — seven 
years after the event. 

Bell sought the help of 
FIFA in his battle for pay- 
ment of 37,000 French 
francs (S6,430) and a 
spokesman for the game’s 
governing body said on 
Tuesday the Cameroon 
Football Federation had 
finally agreed to pay. 

"He (Belli asked FIFA 
for support and based on 
the documents we received 
he was entitled to it." FIFA 
spokesman Andreas Herren 
said. “The Cameroonian 
Federation said they would 
comply and pay him." 

Bell is the only member 
of the 1990 squad to have 
persisted with try ing to get 
his money. 

The former France-based 
goalkeeper, who played for 
Marseille and St Etienne, 
was a controversial figure 
at the World Cup finals in 
Italy in 1990 where 
Cameroon reached the 
quaner-finals. 

Bell sat on the bench 
throughout the tournament 
after being dropped on the 
eve of the opening game 
against Argentina in Milan 
because of a dispute with 
team officials over pay- 
ment. ■ ■ 

He was also dropped 
after two games at the last 
World Cup finals in the 
U.S. after leading a threat- 
ened strike by the 
Cameroonian team. 

"If a player is entitled to 
money then he should get 
it,” said Herren. “For FIFA 
it was important the princi- 
ple was upheld not the 
amount.” 

Bell, who retired at the 
age of 40 two years ago, 
recently lost his bid to win 
election for president of the 
Cameroonian Football 
Federation. 

Reports from the 
Cameroon say other mem- 
bers of the 1990 squad are 
now also expected to claim 
back pay from the 
Federation. 


Becker makes surprise 
return in Antwerp 


ANTWERP (AFPj — 
Germany’s Boris Becker is 
to make a quick return to 
tennis this week when he 
plays in the million dollar 
European Community 
Championship here from 
Wednesday. 

Becker, ranked II in the 
world, had ro pull out of the 
Dubai Open last Friday 

before his quarterfinal 

match with Goran 
Ivanisevic saying that the 
right wrist that he damaged 
last summer at Wimbledon 
hurt so much “I cannot even 
open a botrle of mineral 
water." 

But an examination at the 
weekend in Munich show ed 
that the injury was not as 
serious as originally feared. 
Doctors gave the 29- v ear- 
old fourth seed permission 
to test himself this week on 
court. 

The 1996 Antwerp semi- 
finalist asked for and 
received a Wednesday start 
at the Sponpaleis. where he 
will play against Czech Petr 


Korda. 

Also getting a late start for 
medical reasons will be sec- 
ond seed Chile’s Marcclo 
Rios, who pulled up in the 
middle of the final in 
Marseille on Sunday, hand- 
ing the title to Swede 
Thomas Enqvist. 

Rios, now up to sixth on 
the ATP tour list, opens 
against Romanian Adrian 
Voinea. 

Tim Henman. Britain's 
sixth seed, has a lot to prove 
after winning an event to 
start the year, doing moder- 
ately well at the Australian 
Open, then crashing out in 
the first round at Dubai. 

The London- based player, 
19th in (he world, plays 
Tuesday against wild card 
Sergi Bruguera of Spain, a 
dual French Open winner 
who has improved his form 
recently on the unfamiliar 
indoor carpet. 

Also starting here 

Wednesday will be the top- 
seeded Ivanisevic, now- 

buck to third in the world 


alter losing the Dubai final 
u> Austria’s Thomas Muster. 

On Monday Germany’s 
little-known Nicholas 
Kiefer caused a major upset 
when he put out eighth- 
seeded Jan Sieiutfrink of the 
Netherlands 3-6. 6-4. 7-5 
hut Spain's fifth-seed Felix 
Mantilla dropped only three 
games against Germany’s 
Bernd Kurbachcr. 

Sweden's Mikael 

Tillstrom ousted Heman 
Gumy of Argentina 4-6. 6- 
I, b-4. Martin Sinner lost 6- 
7 1 5/7 ), 6-4. 6-3 to Martin 
Damm of the Czech 
Republic and Belgium’s 
towering Dick Norman beat 
Datum's compatriot 

Bohdan CJihruch who was 
forced to retire with 
Norman leading 5-2. 

Tuesday’s programme 
features an all-German 
afternoon battle between 
seventh seed Michael Such 
and Marc Givllncr. a first- 
round loser a week ago to 
Becker in Dubai. 


Wenger gunning for title glory 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger believes home advantage 
against their leading rivals has pul the 
Gunners in pole position to win their first 
championship title since 1991. 

Premiership leaders Manchester United 
are the opposition on Wednesday in the first 
of four potentially decisive encounters for 
the North London Club at Highbury over 
the coming weeks. 

And Frenchman Wenger, who has exceed- 
ed all expectations after steering Arsenal’s 
ageing squad into title contention since his 
arrival in September, believes United will 
fail the Highbury test. 

The absence of United’s French captain 
and playmaker Eric Cantona will be crucial, 
says Wenger. 

“Mathematically we are in a very good 
position to win the title, with seven of the 
last 1 2 games at home." 

But record-chasing goal -machine lan 
Wright must rediscover his touch if Wenger 
is to become the first overseas manager to 


win the English championship. 

Wright, who has never scored against 
United during his five vv.irs with the 
Gunners, needs just 10 more goals lo ba*ak 
Cliff Bust in’s 178-goal Arsenal record. 

Wright is English football’s top scorer 
with 24 goals so far, hut alter a three- match 
suspension he looked rusty iu Saturday's 
goalless draw against Spurs which left 
third-placed Arsenal two points behind 
United. 

Central defender David May. meanwhile, 
could make a surprise return for United on 
Wednesday. 

May played in the ‘A’ team which beat 
Wrexham 7-0 on Saturday — a side which 
included Brian MeClair, Jordi Cruyff and 
Nicky Butt, all of whom may figure against 
Arsenal after recovering from injury. 

Wednesday night also features 
Premiership basement club Middlesbrough 
against second division Stockport in the 
first leg of their League Cup semi-final. 
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AT THE CELLAR 

Oh Thursday 20th 97 

GREAT MUSIC AND ENCHANTING VOICES OF 

THEAZRAQ BLUES BAND 

A GROUP OF MALE & FEMALE DIPLOMATS FROM 
BRtTAIN AND AUSTRALIA GET TOGETHER 
TO BRING YOU A DISTINGUISHED NIGHT OF 

BLUES & ROCK'N'ROLL 


?> ob ^Irit <^1 „ fu j S wM* 


For reservation call 666140-689671/2 


MLQ.AXR MOTEL 


,ly i:\ i:\i\g to ri:u i:\in hr. dos t miss it 


Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
presents 

Barbara Prust and Lexi Haddadin (soprani) 
accompanied by Mohammad Othman Sidiq (piano) 

in the 

SCINTILLATING SOUNDS OF OPERAS 


Sunday, 23 February 1997 

800 pjn. 

The Royal Cultural Centre 
Main Theatre 

Thrill to arias from 
Mozart's "Magic Hute", 
Verdi’s "1! Tr ova to re", 
Puccini's "Tumadot" 
and Bizet's "Carmen" 
to name but a few! 



Ticket Price; JD 7 



CHAMBER MUSIC AT 
ITS BEST - DONT MISS 

Noor A) Hussein Foundation 

The National Music 
Conservatory 

end 

The Austrian Embassy 
present 


■netao rolhblB ac 

- Abhfa Abefa Supemora. uL 68848 1 

- Alter Rowan, ni. S27695 

- Artnam rel 647B58 
■ Safakhe. oet. 661322 

. Caffe Mota. teL 85&28S 

- Riduon SaS Heed Amman. seL 607100 

- Femaro Rkl. nL 644227 

- The Royal Cultural Center, tel 669026 
* Salewar. nL 6853 1 1 

- The National Mudc Conservatory, td. 687620 


Monday: 24 February 1997 
800pm. 

The Royal Coitus?! Centre 
Main Theatre 

Ticket Price; JD 7 


Under the Patronage of Hts 
Excellency Dr. Mamrmlotih 
AIAbbadl 




The Mayor of Qreater 
Amman Municipality 


Tuesday, 25 February 1997 

M0 p.m. s 

City Hall - Downtown . * ’ ‘-y 

Ticket Price: JD J 5. ’t <- j 

Two different programs Aatyrijig 
femous works by Handel Haydn, 
Strauss, Mozart and many more. 
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Just Mideast peace a policy 
priority, Yeltsin tells Arafat 

Kremlin meeting seen as launching Russian 
president's comeback to active diplomacy 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin held talks with 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat at 
the Kremlin on Tuesday, launching a 
busy schedule over the next few weeks 
aimed at restoring his political stand- 
ing. 

Mr. Yeltsin, whose recovery from 
multiple heart surgery last November 
was seriously slowed by a bout of pneu- 
monia in January, looked relatively 
vigorous as he greeted Mr. Arafat in 
one of the Kremlin's ornate rooms. 

For Mr. Yeltsin. 66, the meeting was 
important as part of his personal come- 
back from the physical isolation and 
political weakness caused by his pneu- 
monia. 

He has rarely visited the Kremlin 
since his hospitalisation in January and 
the last foreign leader he saw was 
French President Jacques Chirac on 
Feb. 2. but is now embarking on a busy 
diplomatic programme. 

Mr. Yeltsin told Mr. Arafat on Russian 
Television that “achievement of a total 
and just settlement in the Middle East is 
one of Russia's foreign policy priori- 
ties." a Kremlin statement said. 

The Russian leader also called for 
Palestinians and Israel to fix “the final 
status of the Palestinian territory." 
Moscow has consistently given a warm 
reception to the Palestinians' demands 
for an independent state, something 


rejected by Israel. 

Mr. Arafat thanked Mr. Yeltsin for 
Russia's “contribution to Arab-Israeli 
peace and the formation of Palestinian 
statehood," according to the Kre mlin. 

Mr. Arafat then held brief talks with 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
and was to see the speaker of the lower 
house of parliament. Gennady 
Seleznev. More talks were scheduled 
between Mr. Arafat and Mr. Primakov 
on Wednesday. 

Russia is co-sponsor of the Middle 
East peace process launched in 1991, 
along with the United States, although 
its role has been largely eclipsed by 
Washington. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyarain 
Netanyahu has also been in vital to 
Moscow next month as part of Russia's 
push to reestablish its influence in the 
region. 

Television footage showed Mr. 
Yeltsin looking better than he has over 
the last weeks during which opponents 
in parliament have called for his resig- 
nation and rival ex-General Alexander 
Lebed has stepped up an unofficial 
presidential campaign. 

Mr. Arafat afterwards stressed the 
warmth of the Russian leader’s wel- 
come, saying he “even went beyond the 
framework of protocol," Itar-Tass said. 
Mr. Yeltsin “touched my most sincere 
feelings" 


Meanwhile Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov said Tuesday, a day after he 
saw Mr. Yeltsin, that the president was 
“growing healthier and that is very evi- 
dent, That makes me happy because it 
is bad without the commander in 
chief." 

Mr. Yeltsin's comeback campaign 
continues Friday when he meets new 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright to tackle Moscow’s top for- 
eign policy worry, the planned expan- 
sion of NATO into the former Soviet 
bloc. 

On March 3, Mr. Yeltsin will meet the 
current head of the European Union, 
Dutch Prime Minister Wim Kok. 

On March 6 he will make his annual 
address to parliament, which has 
already been delayed, in what will be 
his toughest domestic political test this 
year. 

A Kremlin spokesman confidently 
stressed Tuesday that there were no 
plans to change the format of the 30 to 
40 minute long speech to make com- 
pensations for Mr. Yeltsin’s condition. 
March 7, Mr. Yeltsin will meet Belarus 
President Alexander Lukashenko. 

Mr. Yeltsin will then make his first 
foreign trip since April last year when 
he meets U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
Helsinki on March 20 for more talks on 
NATO expansion. 


Merger deal of 8 political 
parties expected next week 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Intense nego- 
tiations for the merger of 
Jordan's cenrrist political 
parties into one bloc are 
“heading in the right direc- 
tion." though the number of 
parties expected to merge 
has already been reduced 
from nine to eight in the 
early rounds of negotia- 
tions, party sources said. 

The secretaries general of 
the parties involved in the 
merger effort are expected 
to issue an official state- 
ment at the end of a meet- 
ing scheduled for next 
week and expected to 
achieve a final understand- 
ing on a common platform, 
said Secretary General of 
A1 Waed Party Anis 
Muasher. 

Declining to disclose the 
extent to which the negoti- 
ations reached until next 
week's projected meeting, 
Mr. Muasher declared that 
"negotiations are going 
very well." 

If the negotiations are 
successful, the new politi- 
cal party resulting from the 
merger could be the 
strongest in terms of num- 
ber of members and influ- 
ence in the political arena, 
political analysts say. 

Together with Mr. 


Muasher’s A! Waed (The 
Promise), the parties cur- 
rently involved in the nego- 
tiations are Minister of 
Housing and Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali’s A1 
Ahd (The Pledge), former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh’s 
A1 Yakatha (Reawakening), 
Mijhem Khreisha’s 

Jordanian National 

Alliance, Hakam Kheir’s 
A1 Watan (The Homeland), 
and Ali Sa'ad’s Progress 
and Justice. 

Suleiman Arar's A1 
Mustaqbal (The Future) 
was also invited to partici- 
pate in the merger talks, but 
Mr. Arar abandoned the 
negotiation table after the 
first meeting. 

“After I understood what 
the meetings were all 
about. I decided not to par- 
ticipate," Mr. Arar told the 
Jordan Times. 

Negotiations among sec- 
retaries general over the 
possibility of a merger 
reportedly started two 
months ago. 

According to parry 
sources, the party leaders 
intend to finalise the merg- 
er before the next general 
elections scheduled for 
November and plan to field 
candidates in a single uni- 
fied list, 

Mr. Arar rold the Jordan 


Times that he does not dis- 
agree with the merger in 
principle, but he expressed 
great reservations about the 
timing of the project. 

“I do not think this is the 
right time," he commented, 
adding that, . . ( the merger 
would be better timed after 
the elections. 

Without referring to Mr. 
Arar directly, Mr. Sa’ad 
suggested nonetheless a 
different possible interpre- 
tation for A1 Mustaqbal ’s 
refusal to join the merger. 

“Some leaders think thai 
their role would be weak- 
ened within a single uni- 
fied political party,” Mr. 
Sa'ad told the Jordan 
Times. 

In the contrary, “a uni- 
fied, solid and sound 
nationalist party will be 
stronger than many little 
separate ones,” he added. 

According to press 
reports, committees in 
charge of drawing up the 
basic principles for ‘ the 
proposed unified party and 
drafting the parry's statute 
have already been formed. 

Media reports last week 
also said that, after an 
unspecified transitional 
period, the parties’ leaders 
would resign to open the 
way to a fresh leadership to 
be elected by a general 
conference . 


NRP drops 
’greater 
Israel’ 
proposal 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
National Religious Party, 
for decades a champion of 
Jewish settlement in 
Palestinian areas, has aban- 
doned its goal of a “greater 
Israel" including all of the 
West Bank, it was reported 
Tuesday. 

Leaders of the far-right 
party, which has three min- 
isters in the government, 
decided on the change of 
course at a secret meeting 
Monday night, the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper report- 
ed, quoting party officials. 

A majority of the party’s 
leadership recognised that 
“greater Israel" had already 
effectively been divided by 
autonomy agreements with 
the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

The only course left was 
to minimise the amount of 
territory handed over to 
self-rule, the officials said. 

In preparation for upcom- 
ing talks on a final status for 
the Palestinian areas, the 
party approved a future map 
of the territories which 
would concede 30 per cent 
of the West- Bank to 
Palestinian rule, the news- 
paper reported. 

The decision was not 
announced publicly due to 
opposition from 

Transportation Minister 
Yitzhak Levy, who said the 
proposed territorial “com- 
promise" would mean par- 
titioning “greater Israel" a 
notion anathema to the 
party’s ideology. 

The movement in favour 
of “greater Israel” already 
suffered a severe blow when 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, head of the 
nationalist Likud Party, 
agreed last month to hand 
most of the West Bank city 
of Hebron to Palestinian 
rule. 

It was the first time a 
right-wing Israeli leader has 
given up territory to the 
Palestinians. 

Under the Hebron agree- 
ment Mr. Netanyahu has 
also committed himself to 
three further redeployments 
from the West Bank as 
called for under peace 
agreements signed by 
Israel’s previous Labour 
govemmenL 

The extent of the future- 
handovers have yet to be 
determined. Negotiations 
on a permanent peace set- 
tlement with the 
Palestinians are due to 
begin next month and con- 
clude by May 1999. 


Israeli panel studies removal 
of secretive biological facility 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A secretive bio- 
logical research facility that handles 
defence projects may pose a danger to 
people living nearby and should be 
moved, an Israeli lawmaker said 
Tuesday. 

“Life’and death cannot be held hostage 
to one experiment gone wrong.” said 
legislator Rafi Elul. head of parliament’s 
science and technology committee that 
held a hearing on the issue Tuesday. 

The Nes Tslona Institute is located in 
densely populated central Israel, near 
Tel Aviv. 

In a related development, a court 
Tuesday turned down a request by a for- 
mer top scientist and director of Nes 
Tsiona, Marcus Klingberg. to win early 
release from prison on medical grounds. 

Mr. Klingberg was secretly tried in 
1983 and sentenced to IS years in prison 
for reportedly revealing secrets about 
biological warfare to the Soviets. Mr. 
KJinsberg’s case was only made public 
in I $93. 

Mr. Klingberg. 78. may still remember 
information that "if exposed, could 
cause unimaginable damage to national 
security.*' a court wrote in a previous 
decision rejecting a request for early 
release. 


Mr. Elul, the legislator, demanded 
Tuesday that lawmakers be given access 
to the Nes Tsiona facility. ‘'It's some- 
thing secret, it is very closed.” Mr. Elul 
said. 

He said he expected that a group of 
legislators would be permitted to tour 
Nes Tsiona next month. 

The head of Nes Tsiona, Avigdor 
Sheferman, told the committee hearing 
Tuesday that the centre does some work 
for the defence ministry, but did not 
reveal any details, Mr. Elul said. Mr. 
Sheferman said the facility did nor 
endanger people living nearby. 

Mr. Elul said he had been under pres- 
sure from officials in Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s office to drop 
the issue, but that he was committed to 
press on. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s top aide, David Bar- 
man, said he was not aware that Mr. 
Elul had been asked to drop his cam- 
paign, but would check the matter fur- 
ther. 

The facility was established in 1952, 
when only a few families lived nearby in 
relative isolation. But as the community 
and the country have grown. Nes Tsiona 
has become in effect part of the Tel Aviv 
metropolitan area. 
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PALESTINIAN BOURSE; Allam H. Khalaf, a manager at the Palestinian 
stock exchange in Nablus, checks his watch as he gives the order via ms com- 
puter for trading to open for the first time on Tuesday (see page 9) (Reuters 
photo) 


Israelis detain Palestinians for 
repairing building in Hebron 


HEBRON (Agencies) — The Israeli army 
has detained four Palestinian workers for 
conducting renovations on a house in 
Hebron’s historic Old City, a project official 
said Tuesday. 

The labourers were doing the work in a 
Palestinian house near a Jewish settlement 
in the centre of the Old City on Monday 
when soldiers arrested them, saying the 
house lay in a zone where renovations bad 
been barred, said Emad Hamdan. the pro- 
ject’s administrative manager. 

Five workers were arrested, but one was 
released a few hours later, he said. 

“We have not been working in the area 
where they banned renovations. This house 
lies outside that zone and is not adjacent to 
the settlement." Mr. Hamdan said. 

The army imposed the ban on work in most 
of the area being renovated by the Hebron 
rehabilitation committee in the wake of the 
Jan. 17 handover of Hebron to Palestinian 
self-rule. Under that handover, the Old City 
remained under Israeli security control. 

Army officials claim Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat intended to use the newly ren- 
ovated homes to house former prisoners 
released from Israeli jails, raising fears of 
attacks on the neighbouring settlers. 

The Palestinians have protested the ban. 
They deny the prisoners plan, saying the pro- 
ject seeks only to revive the decaying Arab 
Old City and to prevent Jewish settlers from 
expanding their enclaves by seizing the 
vacant houses. 

Mexican minister denied access 

A tour of Hebron by Mexican Foreign 
Minister Jose Angel Gurria was disrupted 
Tuesday when Israeli soldiers barred him 
from travelling on a street running by the 
Jewish enclave in the city, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

Hebron Mayor Mustapha Natsche said he 
was touring the Israeli-controlled zone of the 


town with Mr. Gurria when soldiers at an 
Israeli array checkpoint stopped them on 
Shuhada Street in front of the Jewish sertle- 
menL 

“We were in a diplomatic car and they 
barred us from passing on the street It's out- 
rageous. The minister was very disturbed by 
this." Mr. Natsche told AFP. 

The convoy was forced to lake a different 
route. ‘This is a complete violation of our 
right to use Shuhada Street and of diplomat- 
ic norms." Mr. Natsche said. 

Shuhada Street was closed to Palestinian 
traffic by the army in 1994 to prevent 
revenge attacks against the Jewish enclave of 
Beit Hadassa after a massacre by an Israeli 
settler of 30 Palestinians praying in Hebron’s 
main holy site. 

Israel agreed to gradually reopen Shuhada 
Streer to Palestinians as part of the Jan. 15 
agreement which led to the handover of 
Hebron to Palestinian self-rule. 

In early February the army begun allowing 
municipality vehicles to use a section of the 
street. The s'treet is to he entirely reopened by 
mid-April, according to the Hebron agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Gurria. who left Hebron after the inci- 
dent. has been in West Jerusalem the past 
two days to meet with Israeli officials. 

While in Hebron, the Mexican diplomat 
also met with Saeb Erakat. one of the top 
Palestinian negotiators with Israel, and 
announced that Mexico had recognised the 
Palestinian passport. 

A Mexican embassy statement said “ pos- 
sible fields for bilateral cooperation, mainly 
on issues of social development, health care, 
education, environment protection and water 
resources," were raised between the minister 
and the Palestinian officials. 

Mr. Gurria was the first Mexican minister 
to visit Palestinian autonomy. 

On Monday. Mr. Gurria met with Israel's 
minister of industry and trade and the head 
of the Bank of Israel. 


Woman killed in Israeli 
shelling of S. Lebanon 


NABATIYEH, Lebanon (R) 
— Israeli and allied militia 
forces shelled three South 
Lebanon villages on 
Tuesday, killing a civilian 
woman and wounded two 
other people. Lebanese 
security sources said. 

The shelling was an 
apparent breach of a U.S.- 
brokered ceasefire under- 
standing that ended a 17- 
day Israeli blitz on Lebanon 
last April and bars the South 
Lebanon combatants — 
Hizbullah and Israeli and its 
allied militia — from target- 
ing civilian areas. 

The sources said 
Naeemeh Hallai, in her 30s, 
was killed and another 
woman was wounded when 
shells rained down on the 
village of Habboush facing 
Israel’s South Lebanon 
occupation zone. A man 
was wounded when shells 
hit near the village of Arab 
Salim. 

The bombardment, which 
also hit the village of Kfar 
Roumraane, was in retalia- 
tion for guerrilla shelling of 
three posts of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia in the 
zone. SLA sources said. 

There was no report of 
casualties in the attack on 
the SLA. 

The understanding that 
ended the Israeli blitz in 
which some 200 people, 
mostly civilians, were killed 
forbids Israel and Hizboilah 
from targeting civilian areas 
but it allows guerrilla 
attacks on Israeli and SLA 
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Habboush in southern Lebanon (Rente photo"^ ° £ 

and^gives £? Jg-g fired 

right to self-defence. than 30 mortar bombs 

Security sources said the (Continued on page 7 , 



Man seeks divorce 
for wife's snoring 

TEHRAN (AP) — A 
has tiled for divorce only 5 
40 days after ceiling mar- |P 
ried because his wifeiat 
drugged him to keep him ;^ 
from, discovering that she V 
snores, the Iran newx ; ^ 
reported Tuesday. Iden- ^fe 
lifyinc the couple only byg|f- 
their * first names, the Jj£ 
English-language paperf 
said Gholam had expert^ 
eneed drowsiness and; 
fatigue shortly after inanyP' 
ing~ Farzaneh. After con-^ 
suiting a doctor, he discov^i 
ered that Farzaneh 
mixing sleeping pills wifi 
his food. Gholam went'" 1 
bed one night without 
ing dinner and realised 
his wife snored all night 
told Farzaneh to consults 
doctor. Again it was 
use.” Gholam was qu< 
as telling the jud* 
“Believe me. over the 
nights. I have not been al _ 
to'sleep at all and feel very*?- 
bad now, I am ready toL_ 
divorce her on whatever, 
legal grounds she wishes." 
Farzaneh ucknowledged*- 
that she dissolved sleeping 
pills in Gholam'* food but 
said it was “so that he 
would not hear me snore,” 
the paper said. It said she 
told the judge: ‘To avoid 
divorce. I am ready to sleep 
during the day and stay 
awake at night so rhat 
Gholam will not hear me 
snore.” The paper said 
Gholam refused the sug- 
gestion and arbitrators have 
been appointed to resolve 
the dispute. 

‘Dr. Death’ paints 
with his blood 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

Jack Kevorkian, Dr. Death, 
has a hobby befitting his 
profession as usher to the 
netherworld: he paints ... , 
with his blood: Kevorkian £ 
will open his second show-- 
in Oak. Michigan, next?£ 
month, featuring, uccord-rV 
ing to Newsweek maga-g=- 
zine. his latest creatior - 


‘From Deir Ez Zor 
Auschwitz (genocide).” .... 
the oil-and-blood paintings 
the hands of a turkish sofcT 
dier and a Nazi SS guard 
hold the severed head of a 
human symbolising holo^ 
caust victims in both coun- > 
tries. 

Taylor turns 65 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — t 
H ollywood marked - 

Elizabeth Taylor's upcom- 
ing 65th birthday with a 
star-studded gala that 
whipped up more than a 
million dollars for her 
AIDS foundation. The ail- 
ing actress — she is suffer- 
ing from a benign brain 
tumour — appeared at 
Sunday's glitzy event 
accompanied by pop star 
and new father Michael 
Jackson. Taylor is god- 
mother to Jackson's infant 
son. The event, to be shown 
on ABC television Feb. 24, 
drew a host of show busi- 
ness names including 
Elizabeth Hurley, Hugh 
Grant, Dennis Hopper and 
Madonna. Also to mark 
Taylor's milestone. a 
stretch of Hollywood 
boulevard was renamed in 
Taylor's name. 

Rembrandt 

discovered 

BAARN (AFP) — An 
engraving by the 17th cen- 
tury Dutch painter 
Rembrandt was discovered 
during a valuation after 
lying foigotten in a leather 
pouch for over 60 years, the 
expert who identified it said 
Monday. The five -by- nine 
centimetre engraving por- 
trays u pedlar who strongly 
resembles another character 
painted by the celebrated 
Artist, Toon Wildeboer said 
Wildeboer found the work 
ft art tucked away in a 
leather pouch, along with 
several watercolours bv less 
reputed Dutch painters, at 
the Baarn Chateau in the 
central Netherlands The 
engraving dates back to 

Inl and is believed to be 
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